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BY. THE TRANSLATOR. 


Tur RE have been two authentic edi- 
tions of the following work, in the German 
language: — The firſt, printed at Vienna; 
the ſecond, at Berlin. Each of theſe have 
deen mutilated, in certain places, by the 
cenſor, as it may be preſumed, of each city; 
ſuch being the practice, in moſt of the Euro- 
pean ſtates, with works much leſs free than 
the Life of Baron Trenck. In general, 
however, they agree; and the miracle is 
that a book, ſo boldly written, ſhould have 
been licenſed. No ſtronger proof can be 
urged of its authenticity. | 
The tranſlation was begun from the edi- 
tion of Berlin, and was confiderably advanc- 
ed, in the firſt volume, when the tranſlator 
learned there were two editions, and pro- 
cured that of Vienna. Previous to this, he 
had read an abſtrat' of a tranſlation in 
French, where, ſeveral paſſages omitted in 


* 


— 
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the edition of Berlin, were inſerted : and, 
finding they connected the narrative, theſe he 
incorporated, as at pages 23, 26, 30, 36, and 
others; but included ſuch paſſages between 
commas, intending to inform his readers 
of their ſuppoſed doubtful authority: he has 
ſince found that this Abſtract of the Life of 
Baron Trenck, in French, was made from 
the edition of Vienna; conſequently, that 
the few paſſages in the following tranſlation, 
between inverted commas, are not of doubt- 
ful authority. This will explain the note 
at page 36, which was written before inform- 
ation, or a copy, had been obtained of the 
Vienna edition. ps 


ix The Life of Baron Trenck 15, in point of 


compoſition, a work of ſo extraordinary 


- 


A 
nature that greater liberties muſt be taken, of 


omitting and compreſſing paſſages, in the 


"tranſlation of this, than would, perhaps, be 


found neceſſary in any other work, ſo well 
worthy of tranſlation. The author's haſte, 
his daring ſpirit, his lively imagination, and 


his ſenſibility of heart, were qualities ſo ill 


adapted to the cool and clear explanation of 
affairs ſo intricate, ſo oppreſſive, and which 
ſo evidently preyed upon his mind as thoſe 


of his Vienna law-ſuits, in the military court 
of Kriegſrath, that his repetitions, com- 


plaints, remonſtrances, appeals to the heart, 
execrations againſt injuſtice, and the de- 
ſponding conſolation he found in his own 
honour and honeſty, are unceaſing. _— 


K EFA wut 
however, they are not unmoving: 
often d often ſublime; = 


fore, have often been retained. Sometimes 
they are omitted or contrated. = 


The preface and dedication in the firſt 
volume are not inſerted, becauſe they con- 
| fiſt only of the ſame thoughts, conveyed in 

A the fame — — . exe p 


The dedication has the * Wi &1 Es, 
ing addreſſed to the Ghoſt of Frederic, late 
King of Pruffia, but contains nothing elſe 
of novelty. Some paſlages are ſuppreſſed, 
the 8 e „ read rr — 
origi no a a- 
ron had lived in the corri * hool of Fre- 
deric the Great, and bad acquired ſtrange 
bog a ego apr a — © thr digni- 
- e epi z altho 
he preſerved the manly ſenſe, A. in _ 
court, to abhor its Campion and thereby 
to incur denunciation of * nn 
monarch. 


The man of and the friend of free- 
dom, will read this work with ſenſations 


perhaps too ſtrong: it will remain an eter- 


nal monument of the dreadful, the * 


the diabolical effects of deſpotſin. | 
* See vel; I. page Gez of the des print- 
ed at Vienna, and Vol, II. page 56, of that 


of Berlin, . 
| The 
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The hiſtorian will acquire from it eſſen- 
tial information concerning the characters of 
perſons, courts, and kingdoms, highly illuſ- 
trative of the annals of the preſent century. 


The philoſopher will meditate on the man- 
ners of the people of Germany; will wonder, 
_ while reading, to recollect that there, as 
in ſtates more improved, ſuch numbers ſhould 
remain ſo, almoſt miraculouſly, ignorant, ſu- 
perſtitious, and credulous, while knowledge n 
and ſcience appear to be ſo far advanced; | 
will ſigh, to be fo repeatedly told of military 
courts, and judges condemned to ſweep the 
ſtreets, after effecting the ruin of thouſands; 
will inceſſantly reflect, with amazement, at 
the ſtrange jargon, and confuſion, that ſtil! 
are ſo univerſal over the globe, as he reads 
the words king, liberty, vaſſal, military ſen- 
tence, property, juſt claim, and an infinity of 
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[ other heterogeneous and incompatible phraſes ; ; 
! continually will he exclaim How many ages þ 
| et, oh world, muſt thou exiſt, ere thy ſons 5 
| Wal indeed learn wiſdom Z 
i The book is, what it ſhould be, the perfect = 
| reſemblance of its author; an original, bold, 4 

and intereſting picture. Like him, it has 1 


Its defects, but they are forgotten in the ad- 


miration of its inherent and maſculine beau- Fi 
A ZR 


BARON RE NC K. 


ExPLANATION OF THE PLATE, - REPRE- 
 SENTING THE BARON LOADED WITH *' 
FETTERS IN PRISON. 


WF: Round the neck was a collar of iron of a 
\ Þ | hand's breadth; to the ring of which the 
f chains and their whole weight were pen- 
dent. The chains he was obliged to ſuſtain 
with one hand day and night, or he would 
z have been in danger of being ſtrangled. _ 
1 Above the elbows were two irons, to which: a 
chain was fixed, behind his back, that paſſed 
up to the neck-collar. Theſe, however, 
were removed a month after they were firſt 
put on, when the Baron fell ill. | g 


A broad iron rim was rivetted round his body, 
between which and the bar that ſeparated 
his hands was another chain. 


The bar, two feet in length, was ironed to the 
1 hand- cuffs, ſo that he could only OL. me ; 
# end of his fingers in contact. 
i | The chains were all ſixed to a nag we iron ga- 
9 ple in the wall. 1 


A triple row of chains deſcended to the righe 
foot, and the whole weight, the projecting 
neck-collar acting as a lever, was enormous. 


Under the ſtaple was a ſeat of bricks; on the 
" = ” oppoſite fide a water- jug. Peneath the feet 
of the Baron was his tomb-ſtone, with the 
name TRENCK carved, and a death-head- 
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BARON TRENCK 


3 


5 1 WAS born at Konigſberg 
in Pruſſia, February 16, 17 26, of one 
of the moſt ancient families of the 


country. My father, a knight of the 
military order, lord of Great Schar- 


lack, Schakulack, and Meicken, and 


major-general of cavalry, died in 
1740; after having received eighteen 
wounds, in the Proſſian ſervice. 


0 


"TW . i - My 


— 


„ 


My mother, deſcended from che 
houſe of Derſchau, was daughter 
of the preſident of the high court 
at Konigſberg: ſhe had two bro- 
thers generals of infantry, and a 
third, miniſter of ſtate, and poſt- 
maſter- general at Berlin. After my 
father's death in 1740, ſhe married 
Count Loſtange, lieutenant-colonel 
in the Kiow regiment of cuiraſſiers, 
with whom, leaving Pruſſia, ſne went 
and reſided at Breſlaw. I had two 
brothers and a ſiſter; my youngeſt 
brother was taken, by my mo- 
ther, into Sileſia; the other was, 
alſo, a cornet in this laſt · named re- 
giment of Kiow; and my ſiſter was 
married to the only ſon of the aged 
General Valdow, who quitted the 
ſervice, and with whom ſhe lived, i in 
Brandenburg, on his eſtates. 


My 


C1 


My anceſtors, both of the male and 
female line, are famous in the chro- 
nicles of the North, among the an- 
cient Teutonic knights, who con- 

quered Courland, TIED _ Li- g 
vonia. 


J ſeek not, by this ohio to ds 
eſtimation, much leſs to vaunt of the 
accident of noble birth, which, when 
unſupported by a noble mind, by hold 
in ſovereign contempr. | 

My reaſon for inſiſting on this 
circumſtance is, that it has been 
conteſted and denied by ſome, who 
deem high birth to be the only teſt 
and ſtandard of merit. 

I write not, however, to a circle 
fo narrow or ill-judging, but to the 
liberal, and the wiſe; to the world at 
large; hoping my ſtory ray afford uſe- 
ful leſſons of morality, inſpiring pa- 
tience, he pe, and fortitude, Enough, 

= 5 i chers 


(4 } 
therefore, of, and for ever adieu to, 
my noble anceſtry; what I have ſaid is 
ſufficient to reſcue my children from 
all pretended. obloquy ; to ſhew they 
are not vaſſals born; and, as I truſt, 

to inſpire emulation, remembering 
their name is Trenck, and the ex- 
amples left by their forefathers. 

By temperament Iwas ed and 5 
addicted to pleaſure and diſſipation, 
which laſt defect my tutors found moſt 
difficult to overcome: happily, they 
were aided by a love of knowledge 
inherent in me, an emulative ſpirit, 
and a thirſt of fame, which diſpoſition 
it was my father's care to cheriſh, 
A too great conſciouſneſs of innate 
worth gave me a too great degree of 
pride, but the endeavours of my in- 
ſtructor to inſpire humility were not 
all loſt; and habitual reading, well- 
| cinen en the W flowing 


. from 
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„ 
from ſcience, made the labours of | 
| Rudy at length my recreation. 

My memory became remarkable; 
I was well read in the holy ſcriptures, | 
the claſſics, and ancient hiſtory; was 
intimately: acquainted with geogra- 
phy; could draw accurately, and 
learnt fencing, riding, and other ne- 
_ exerciſes. 2 85 

My religion was Lache ; we 

morality, and not ſuperſtitious bi- 
gotry, or childiſh fears, was taught 
me by my father, and by the worthy 
man to whoſe care he committed the 
5 forming of my heart, and whoſe me- 
mory 1 ſhall ever hold in venera- 
tion. While a boy, I was enters 
: prifing i in all the tricks of boys, and: 


exerciſed my wit in crafty excuſes: _ 


the warmth of my paſſions, then and 
afterwards, gave a ſatyric biting caſt” 
to my writings, whence it has been 
1 B 3 4 5 ima- 
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imagined, by thoſe who knew: but 


little of me, I was a dangerous man; 

though, I am conſcious, this was a 

haſty and falſe judgment. 
A ſoldier himſelf, my father ould 


have all his. ſons the ſame: thus, 
when we quarrelled, we were not 
admitted to terminate our diſputes in 


the common way, but were provided 


with wooden ſabres, ſneathed with lea- 


ther, and ; brandiſhing theſe, conteſted, 


by blows, for victory, while our father 
ſat laughing, pleaſed at our valour 
and addreſs: but this, and the praiſes 
he beſtowed, had the bad effect o 
encouraging a diſpoſition, which, 
with, paſſions like mine, ought care» 


fully to have been counteracted. 
Covetous of praiſe, and accuſtomed 

to receive the prize, and be the hero 

of ſcholaſtic contentions, I acquired 


alſo the bad habit of diſpuration, and 
„ ca * 
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QC 
of imagining myſelf a ſage when 
little more than a boy. I became 
| ſtubborn in argument; haſty to cor- 
rect, inſtead of patiently liſtening ;- 
and, by my preſumption, continually 
able to incite enmity. 

Gentle to- my inferiors, but jeas 
lous of contradiction, and the pride 
of power, I may hence date the ori- 
gin of all my evils. The abhorrence, 
too, I had of arbitrary power, and 
its abuſe, for the ſilent acquieſcence 
in which my edueation, and book- 
taught principles but ill fitted mes 
were additional cauſes. 

How might a man, however great 
his talents, imbued with the heroic 
principles of liberty, hope advance- 
ment, and happineſs, under the def-- 
potic and iron government of Frede- 
ric? I was. taught. neither to know, 
nor to avoid, but to deſpiſe the whip 
3 "08. 


* 


I was addicted to no vice; I labour- 


WEE . ; "# | 
of ſlavery. Had J learnt . 


craft, and meanneſs, I had long ſince 


been field-marſhal, and in quiet poſ- 
ſeſſion of my vaſt Hungarian eſtates, 


and had not paſſed the beſt years of my 


life in the dungeons of Magdebourg. 


ed in the cauſe of ſcience, honour, 


and virtue; kept no vicious com- 


pany; was never, during the whole 


courſe of my life, once intoxicated; 


was no gameſter, no conſumer of 
time in idleneſs nor brutal pleaſures; 3 
but devoted many hundred laborious 


nights to make myſelf uſeful to my 
country; yet was I puniſhed with a 
ſeverity too cruel, even, for the moſt 
worthleſs, or moſt villainous. | 

1 mean, in my narrative, to conſult 
truth and candour alone, and never 
to conceal or ſcreen my failings ; 


1 wiſh to make my work an inſtruc- 


tive 


G8 5 


tive ae moral leſſon; yet is it an 
innate and inexpreſſible ſatisfaction, | 
that IJ am conſcious of never having 
acted with guilt or diſhonour, even 
to the lalt * of this Mr 
tragedy. | 5 4p | 
1 mall a! little more of the gr 
yells of my life; except that my fa- 
ther, who had a tender affection for 
me, took eſ pecial care of my educa- 
tion, and ſent me, at the age of 
| thirteen, to the univerſity of Konigſ- 
berg, where, under the tuition of 
Kowalewſky, my progreſs was rapid. 
There were fourteen other noblemen; 
of the beſt families, in the ſame 
houſe, and under the ſame maſter. 
Ihe year following, that is to ſay 
in 1740, I had a quarrel with one 
young Wallenrodt, a fellow ſtudent, 
much ſtronger and taller than my 
ä Bs ſelt, 


(10 
ſelf, and who, thereupon, deſpiſing 
my weakneſs, thought proper to give 
me a blow. I demanded ſatisfac- 
tion — he came not to the appointed 
place, but treated my demand with 
contempt; and I, forgetting all fur- 
ther reſpect, found a ſecond, and at- 
tacked him in open day. We fought, 
and I had the fortune to wound 
him twice; the firſt time, in the umz 
the ſecond, in the hand. | 
This affair incited inquiry: 
Doctor Kowalewſky, our tutor, lad 
complaints before the Univerſity, 
and I was condemned to three hours 
confinement; but my grandfather and 
guardian, Preſident Derſchau, with 
whom I was a great favourite, was 
fo pleaſed with my courage, that he 
inſtantly took me from tis houſe, and 
me under Profeſſor Chriſtiani. 
Here 
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Here! firſt began to enjoy full and 
entire liberty; and, from this worthy 
man, I learnt all I know of experi- 
mental philoſophy and ſcience. He 
loved me as his own ſon, and ſomes 


times continued inſtructing me till 


midnight. Under his auſpices, in 
1742, I maintained, with great ſuc- 
ceſs, two public theſes, although I 
was then but ſixteen ; an effort and 


an. honour. till then unknown. 


Three days after my laſt public « ex- : 
ordium, a contemptible fellow, and 
profeſſional bully, ſought a quarrel: 


with me, and, as Imay ſay, obliged 


me to draw in my own defence, 


whom, on this occaſion, I wounded: 


in the groin, 

This continued ſucceſs highly in ins 
flared my valour, and, from that.time, . 
I. began to wear a ſword of enormous- 
„ lengths. 


T 3 
length, and to aſſume the accoutre- 
ments and appearahce of a Hector. 

Such was the effect of prejudices 
inspired! in youth, and which would 
inevitably have made me a quarrel- 
ſome, dangerous man, had not the 
rectitude of my heart, and the ex- 
treme miſeries of which I became 
the victim, ſoon reconducted me to 
the paths of virtue. 

Scarcely had a fortnight elapſed, 
after this laſt affair, before I had ano- 
ther with a lieutenant of the garri- 
ſon, one of my friends, whom I had 
- inſulted, who received two TOE 
in the conteſt. 
I -ougght to remark, that, at this 
time, the Univerſity of Konigſ- 
berg was ſtill highly privileged. 
To ſend a challenge was held ho— 
nourable; and this was not only per- 
mitted but would have! been diff- 
cult 


EE ) 
cult to prevent, conſidering the great 
number of proud, hot headed, and 
turbulent young nobility from Li- 
vonia, Courland, Sweden, Denmark, 
and Poland, who came thither to 
ſtudy, and of whom there were more 
than five hundred. This brought 
the Univerſit ity into diſrepute, and 
the abuſe has been endeavoured to 
be remedied. Men have acquired 
a greater extent of true knowledge, 
and have begun to perceive that a 
univerſity ought to be a place of in- 
ſtruction, and not a field of battle; 
and that blood cannot be honourably 
ſhed, except in defence of wi or - 
country. i 
In November, 1742, the King 
* his adjutant - general, Baron 
Lottum, who was related to my 
mother, to Konigſberg, with whom I © 
dined at my grandfather 3. He con- 
| . verſed 


NET OT op en 
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verſed much with me, and, after va-- 


rious queſtions, meant to diſcover 


what my talents and inclinations 
were, he demanded, as if in joke, 
whether I had any inclination to go 
with him to Berlin, and ſerve my 


| country, as my anceſtors had ever 


done: adding, that, in the army, I 
ſhould find much better opportuni- 
ties of ſending challenges, than at the- 


univerſity. Inflamed- with the de- 


fire of diſtinguiſhing myſelf, I liſten- 


ed with rapture. to the propoſition, 


and in a few days we departed for 
Potzdam. 

On the morrow after my arrival, 
I was preſented to the King, as, in- 
deed, I had before been in the year- 


1740, with the character of being, 


then, one of the moſt hopeful youths. | 
of the univerſity. My reception was - 


moſt . the juſtneſs of my 
| replies. 


Es) 
replies, to the queſtions. he put, my 
height, figure, and confidence, pleaſ- 
ed him, and I ſoon obtained permil- 
ſion to enter as aicadet in his body 


guards, with neee of I ren 


ferment. | 

The body guards * at this 
time, a model and ſchool for the 
Pruſſian cavalry: it conſiſted of one 
ſingle ſquadron of men ſelected from 


the whole army, whoſe uniform was 
the moſt ſplendid in all Europe. 


Two thouſand rix- dollars were neceſ- 
ſary to equip an officer: the cuiraſy . 
was wholly plated with flyer; z and the 
horſe furniture and accoutrements 
alone coſt four hundred rix - dollars. 

This ſquadron only conſiſted in 
ſix officers, and a hundred and forty- 


four men; but there were always 


fifty or ſixty ſupernumeraries, and: 


many horſes, far the King incore 


porated 


K 3 
porated all the moſt handſome men 


he found in theſe guards. The offi- 
cers were the beſt taught of any the 


army contained; the King himſelf 
formed them, and afterwards ſent 


them to inſtruct the cavalry in 


the maneeuvres they had learnt. 
Their riſe was rapid, if they behaved 
well; but they were broken for the 


leaſt fault, and puniſhed, by being 


fent to garriſon regiments. It was, 
likewiſe, neceffary they ſhould be to- 


lerably rich, as well as poſſeſs ſuch 


talents as might be veceſsfully 


employed, both at court, and-1 in . 


army. ? © as Bat £2 i N 
There are no ſoldiers i in FI add 


who undergo ſo much as this body 


guard; for, during the time I was in 


-*" Ws ſetvice of Frederic, I often had 
not eight hours fleep 1 in eight days. 


Exerciſe began at four! in the morning,. 
and 
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and experiments were made of all 


4 
the alterations the King meant to in- 2 
troduce in his cavalry. Ditches of 


three, four, five, ſix feet, and ſtill 
wider, were leaped, till that ſome one 
broke his neck; hedges, i in like man- 
ner, were freed, and the horſe ran 
careers, meeting each other full 
ſpeed in a kind of liſts of more than 7 

half a league in length. We bad 
often, in theſe our exerciſes, ſeveral 5 
men and horſes killed or wounded. 
It happened, more frequently than 
otherwiſe, that the ſame experiments 
were repeated after dinner with freſh 
horſes; and it was not uncommon, 
at Potzdam, to hear the alarm 
ſounded twice in a night. The 
horſes ſtood in the King's ſtables; > 
and whoever | had not dreſſed, 
armed himſelf,” ſaddled his horſe, 
mounted, and e before the 
| palace 


— | 0s e e 
x 
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palace i in eight minutes, was put un- 
der arreſt for fourteen days. 
Scareely were the eyes cloſed be- 

fore the trumpet again ſounded, to- 
accuſtom youth to vigilance. I loſt, 
in one year, three horſes, which had 
either broken their legs, in leaping 
ditches, or died of fatigue. 

I cannot give a ſtronger picture of 
this ſervice, than by ſaying that the 


body gnard loſt more men and horſes 


in one year's peace, than, during the: 


following year, they did in two 


battles.. | 
Ne had, at has time, three 92 
tions: our ab during winter, was 


at Berlin; where we attended the 


opera, and all public feſtivals: in the 
ſpring we were exerciſed at Charlot- 
tenberg and at Potzdam, or where- 
ever the King went, during the ſum- 
mer. The ſix officers, of the guard 

| dined: 


— 


— 


of my memory had not been exags 


I immediately compoſed in Frenoh 


C3 
dined with the King, and, on gala 
days, with the Queen. It may be 
preſumed, there was not, at that 
time, on earth, a better ſchool to 
form an officer and a man of the 
world, than was the court of Berlin. 

I had ſcarcely. been ſix weeks a 


cadet before the King took me aſide, 


one day, after the parade, and; having 


examined me near half an hour, on 
various ſubjects, commanded me to 


come und unn on W 
row. 

FHis intention was . his 
e that had been given him 


vinced, he firſt gave me the names of 
fifty ſoldiers to learn by rote, which 1 


did in five minutes. He next repeats 


ed the ſubjects of two letters, which 


and 


(C20) 
and Latin; the one I wrote, the 
other I dictated. He next ordered 
me to trace, with promptitude, a 
landſcape from nature, which I ex- 
ecuted with equal ſuccefs; and he 
then gave me a cornet 8 commiſſion | 
in his body guards. 1, 
Each mark of bounty, from the | 
i; increaſed an ardour already 
great, inſpired me with gratitude, 
and the firſt of my wifhes was, to 
devote my whole life to the ſervice 
of my king and country. He ſpoke 
to me, as a ſovereign ſhould ſpeak, 
hke ua father, like one who knew 
well how. to eſtimate the gifts be- 
ſtowed on me by Nature; and, per- 
ceiving, or rather feeling how much 
he might expect from me, became at 
once my inſtructor, and my friend. 
Thus did I remain a cadet only 
fix. weeks, and few Pruſſians can 
vaunt, 
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vaunt, under che reign of . 15 


of equal good fortune. 


The King not only preſented me 
Miene but equipped me 
ſplendidly for the ſervice. Thus did 
I ſuddenly. find myſelf a courtier, and 
an officer in the fineſt, braveſt, and 
beſt taught corps in Europe. My 
good fortune ſeemed unlimited, 
when, in the month of Auguſt 
1743. the King ſelected me to go 
and inſtruct the Sileſian cavalry in 
the new manceuvres,” an honour 
never before granted to a een of 
eighteen. : 

I have already ald we were - gar- 
fer at Berlin during winter, 
where the officers' table was at court; 
and, as my reputation had preceded 
me, no perſon whatever could be 
better received there, or live n 


e L176 829 F . 
| Frederic 
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Piedeiie commanded me to viſit 
the literati, whom he had invited to 
his court : Maupertuis, Jordan, La 
Metrie, and Pollnitz were all my 
acquaintance. My days were em- 
ployed in the duties of an officer, 
and my nights in acquiring know- 
ledge. Pollnitz was my guide, and 
the friend of my heart. My hap» 
pineſs was well worthy being envied. 
In 1743, I was five feet eleven inches 
an height, and Nature had endowed 
me. with every requiſite to pleaſe. 
1 lived, as I vainly imagined, without 
inciting enmity or malice, and my 
mind was wholly occupied by the de- 
fire of acquiring well-founded fame. 

1 had hitherto remained- ignorant 
of love, and had been terrified from 
illicit commerce, by beholding the 
dreadful objects of the hoſpital at 
Potſdam. During the winter of 


1743» 
0 3 


1 
» * 
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1743, the nuptials of his Majeſty- s 
iſter were held, who was married 


to the King of Sweden, where ſhe 


is at preſent Queen Dowager, mother | 
of the reigning Guſtayus. I, as offi- 
cer of my corps, had the honour to 
mount guard, and eſcort her as far 


as Stettin. Here did my heart firſt 


feel a paſſion of which, in the 
courſe of my hiſtory, I ſhall have 
frequent occaſion to ſpeak. The 
object of my love was one whom 1 


can only remember at preſent with 


reverence; and, as I write not ro- 
mance, but facts, I ſhall here briefly 


Jay, ours was, mutually, the firſt fruits 


of affection, and that, to this hour, I 
regret no misfortune, no miſery, with 


Sr was interwoven. © Amid the 
es tumult, inſeparable to occaſions 


like theſe, on which it was my 


" * 


« duty. to maintain order, a thief 
© had the addreſs to ſteal my watch, 
<« and cut away a part of the gold 
60 fringe which hung from the waiſt- 
ec coat of my uniform, and eſcaped. 
cc unperceived This accident brought 
« on me the raillery of my comrades; 
40 and the lady alluded to thence 
ec took occaſion to conſole me, by 
* ſaying, it ſhould be her care that I 
cc ſhould be no loſer. Herwords were 
ce accompanied by a look I could not 
ec miſunderſtand, and a few days after- 
s ward I thought myſelf the happieſt 
« of mortals.” The name, however, 
of this high-born lady is a ſecret, 
which muſt deſcend with me to the 
grave; and, though my filence con- 
cerning this incident leaves a void 
in my life, and, indeed, throws ob- 
ſecurity over a part of it, which 


Wit elſe be clear, 1 would much 
rather 


0250 


rather incur this reproach, than be- 


come ungrateful toward my beſt 


friend and benefactreſs. To her con- 


verſation, to her prudence, to the 
power by which ſhe rivetted my af- 
fections wholly to herſelf, am I in- 
debted for the improvement and po- 


liſhing of my bodily and mental 


qualities. She never deſpiſed, be- 


trayed, or abandoned me, even in 


the deepeſt of my diſtreſs; and my 


children alone, on my death bed, 

ſhall be taught the name of her to 
whom they owe the preſervation of 1 
their father, and, conſequently, their | 


own exiſtence. . 
I lived, at this time, perfectly "TY 
py at Berlin, and highly eſteemed. 


The King teſtified his approbation 

at every opportunity; my miſtreſs 

ſupplied me with more money than 1 
could expend, and I was, preſently, 


TW. © ce the 
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ce the beſt equipped, and made the 
+ 08 greateſt figure of any. officer i in the | 
« whole corps. The ſtile i in which 3 
cc lived was remarked, for” I had 
only received from my father's he- 
ritage, the eſtate of Great Schar- 
lach; the rent of which was eight 
hundred dollars a year, which was 
far from ſufficient to ſupply my then | 
expences. My amour, in the mean 9 
time, remained a ſecret from my beſt 
and moſt intimate friends. Twice 
was my abſence from Potſdam and 
Charllottenberg diſcovered, and * 
was put under arreſt; but the King 
ſeemed fatisfied with the excuſes 33 
made, under pretext of having been 
hunting, and ſmiled as he granted 
my pardon. i 

Never did the days of Ned glide 
away with more apparent ſucceſs, | 


and pleaſure, than during theſe my 
fiſt 5 


* 
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firſt years at Berlin. This good for- 
tune was, alas! ! of ſhort duration. 
Many are the incidents I might re- 
late, but theſe I ſhall omit, My 
other adventures are numerous 
enough, without mingling ſuch as 
may, any way, ſeem foreign to the 
ſubject. In this gloomy hiſtory of 
my life, I would paint myſelf to the 
world ſuch as I am, and, by the re- 
cital of my ſufferings, afford a me- 


morable example, and intereſt the 


heart of ſenſibility. I would, alſo, 
ſhew how my fatal deſtiny has de- 
prived my children of an immenſe 
fortune; and, though I want a hun- 


dred thouſand men to enforce and 
enſure my rights, I will ſtill ſhew 
my heirs they are inconteſtable. 


In the beginning of September, 
1744, war, again, broke out between 


che houſes of Auſtria and Pruſſia, 


COR We 


180 
Wie marched, with all expedition, 
towards Prague, traverſing Saxony 
without oppoſition. I will not re- 
late, in this place, what the great 
Frederic ſaid to us, with evident 
emotion, when ſurrounded by all his 
officers, on the morning of our de- 
parture from Potſdam. 

Should any one be deſirous of 
writing the lives of him and his 
opponent, Maria Thereſa, without 
flattery, and without fear, let him 
apply to me, and I will relate anec- 
dotes moſt ſurpriſing on this ſubject, 
unknown to all but myſelf, and 
which never muſt appear under * 
own name. 

All monarchs going to war - have 
reaſon on their ſide; and the churches 
of both parties reſound with pray- 
ers, and appeals to divine Juſtice, | 


for the ſucceſs of their arms. Fre- 
deric, 


„ 
deric, on this occaſion, had recourſe 
to them, with regret, of which I 
was a witneſs. | 

If I am not miſtaken, the King's 
army came before Prague on the 
fourteenth of September, and that 
of General Schwerin, which had 
paſſed through Sileſia, arrived, the 
next day, on the other ſide of the 
Moldau. In this poſition we were 
obliged to wait ſome days for pon- 
tons, without which we could not 
eſtabliſh a communication deen 
the two armies. 

The height called Zilchka which 
overlooks the city, being "guarded 
* only by a few Croats, was inſtantly 
ſeized, without oppoſition, by ſome 
grenadiers; and the batteries, erected 
at the foot of that mountain, being 
ready, on the fifth day, played with 
tuch ſucceſs, on the old town, with 

C3 bombs, 
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bombs, and red-hot balls, that it 
was ſet on fire. The King made 

every effort to take the city, before 
Prince Charles could bring his army 

from the Rhine to its . 

General Harſch thought proper 
to capitulate, after a ſiege of 
« twelve days, during which not 
© more than five hundred men of 
the garriſon, at the utmoſt, were 
« killed and wounded, though“ 
eighteen thouſand men were made 
priſoners. 

Thus far we had met with no im- 
pediment. The Imperial army, 
however, under the command of 
Prince Charles of Lorraine, having 
quitted the banks of the Rhine, was 
advancing to ſave Bohemia. 

During this campaign we ſaw the 

enemy only at a diſtance; but the 

Auſtrian light troops, being thrice as 
| nu- 


— 


. 

5 numerous as ours, prevented us 
- 1 from all foraging. Winter was ap- 
proaching, dearth and hunger made 
Frederic determine to retreat, with- 

out the leaſt hope from the countries 
in our rear, which we had entirely 
laid waſte as we had advanced. The 
ſeverity of the ſeaſon, in the month 
of November, rendered the ſoldiers EN 
exceſſively 1 impatient of their hard- 
_thips; and, accuſtomed | to conquer, 

-the Prilians' were "aſhamed of, and 
repined at, retreat: : the enemy 8 
light troops | facilitated | deſertion, : 
Abd 0 we loſt, in a ys weeks, above 1 EN 
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"thirty thouſand men. The pandours : 
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of my kinſman, the Auſtrian Trenck, 


3 
were inceſfantly at our heels, gave us 


frequent alarms; did us g great injury, 

and, by their alertneſs, we never could 
make any Ipremon upon them 
With our cannon. Trenck, at length, 


C 4 | paſſed 
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paſſed the Elbe, and went and burnt, 
or deſtroyed, our magazines at Par- 
dubitz: it was, therefore, reſolved, 
| Wholly; to evacuate Bohemia. 

Fhe King hoped to have brought 
Prince Charles to a battle, between 
Benneſchan and Kannupitz, but in 
_ vain : the Saxons, during the night, 
had erected a battery of three and 
twenty cannon, on a mound which 
ſeparated two ponds: this was the 
preciſe road by which the Liog 
meant to make the attack. | 

Thus were we obliged to aban- 
don Bohemia. The dearth, both for 
man and horſe, began to grow ex- 
treme. The weather was bad; the h 
| roads in deep ruts ; marches were 
|  unceaſingz alarms and attacks from 
1 the enemy's light troops became in- 
= ceſſant. The diſcontent all theſe 

"= LA 5 F _ inſpired 


| 
— 


. 
inſpired was univerſal, and this oc- 
caſioned the great loſs of the army. 
Under ſuch circumſtances, had 
Prince Charles continued to haraſs 
us, by purſuing us into Sileſia, had 
he made a winter campaign, inſtead 
of remaining indolently at eaſe in Bo- 
hemia, we, certainly, ſfibuld not have 
vanquiſhed him, the year following; 
at Strigau ; buf he, only, followed, 
ata diſtance, as far as-the Bohemian 
frontiers. This-gave Frederic time 
to recover, and the more effectually, 
becauſe the Auſtrians had the im- 
prudence to permit the return of 
deſerterss. fe "e's 5 
This was a repetition of what Had 
happened to Charles XII. when he 
ſuffered his Ruſſian priſoners to re- 
turn home, who, afterwards, ſo ef- 
fectually puniſhed his contempt of 
them at the battle of Pultawa. 


; FL >: Prague. 
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Prague was obliged to be aban- 
doned, with conſiderable loſs; and 
Trenck ſeized on Tabor, Budweis, 
and Frauenberg, where he took, 


priſoners, the regiments of . He 


Tabe and Kreutz, * | 

No one would have been hotter 
able to give a faithful hiſtory of this 
campaign than myſelf, had I room 
in this place, and had I, at that time, 
been more attentive to things of 
moment; ſince I not only performed 


the office of adjutant to the King, 


when he went to reconnoitre, or 
chooſe a place of encampment, 


but it was, moreover, my duty to 


provide forage for the head quarters. 
« The King having only permitted 
eme to take fix volunteer guards, 
© to execute this latter duty, I was 
«* obliged to add to them horſe chaſe 
cc ſeurs, and huſſars, with whom I 
e Was, continually, in motion.“ 1 


Was 


"88 


K. 35% 


ande o 
was peculiarly fortunate e on two oc 


calions, by happening to cone alter 
the enemy, when they had left 
loaded waggons, and forage] bu; dles. 

IP ſeldom paſſed the night in my 
tent during this campaign, and my 
indefatigable activity obtained the 
favour, and entire confidenge of 
Frederic. Nothing ſo much contri- 
buted to inſpire me with emulation, 
as” the public ptalſes 1 received, 
and my Fentböclalft wiſhe to per- 
form + wonders. This campaign, | 
however, but ill ſupplied me wich 
opportunities to diſplay | this wy | 
youthful. ardour. g 


52 4491 fort bes ag 
_— oy At length, no one durſt leave 
12 the camp, notwithſtandingthe ex- 
« tremity- of the dearth, becauſe of | 
the" innumerable etouds of "pans 
9 dours, and huffars, th a: boyered, 
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_* every where around.” 
l c 6. «No 


6 
| ce No ſooner were we arrived in 
| ce Sileſia, than the King's body guard 
ce was ſent to Berlin, there to remain 
ce in winter quarters.“ | 
4 cc J ſhould not, here, have men- 


4 


ce my life, I ought not to omit ac- 
g cidents by which my awe: def 
6c tiny was influenced.” 

"A cc One day, while at bon, 
60 1 was commanded: out with a de- 
« tachment of thirty huſſars, and 
« * twenty e on a foraging 


man, and not related circumſtantially :. we 
have, here, followed the French. Reaſons are 
given, in the preface, why ſuch alterations, and: 


and, beiug diſtinguiſhed by commas, the rea- 
der may judge, or compare them with the oriy 
Zinal, as he ſhall think proper, T. 


cc party. 


«tioned the Bohemian war, but 
wh that, while writing the hiſtory of ; 


F * This ſtory i is pohly Flt; at in the Ger- 5 


deviations, are in ſome few places retained? 
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by the moment when my people 


2 negligence, the kind lady wiſhed | 


© RT - 5 | 
party. I had poſted my huſſars ii im 


« a convent, and gone myſelf, with 
e the chaſſeurs, to a manſion-houle, 


«to ſeize the carts neceſſary for the 


* conveyance of the hay and. ſtraw 15 


* from. a neighbouring farm. An 


E Auſtrian lieutenant of huſſars, 


« concealed, with thirty ſix horſemen, 
* in a wood, having remarked the 
« weakneſs of my eſcort ;- profiting 


« were all employed in. loading. the 


* carts,and, having firſt ſeized our ſen- 


ec tine}, fell ſuddenly upon them, and 
* took them all priſoners. in the very 
te farm- yard. At this moment I 
e was. ſeated at my eaſe, beſide the 
© lady of the manſion-houſe, and 


dc as a ſpectator of the whole 


* tranſaction through the window. 
4 Aſhamed, and i in deſpair at my 


it to 
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& to hide me when the firing was 


* heard in the farm- yard. By good 
* fortune the huffars, whom 1 had 
e ſtationed in the convent, had 
ec learnt, by a peaſant, there was an 
tc Auſtrian detachment in the wood; 

e they had ſeen us, at a diſtance, enter 
2 farm- yard, haſtily marched to 
* our aid; and we had not been 


& fore they arrived. I cannot ex- 

« preſs the pleaſure with which I pur 
6c myſelf at their head. Some of 
& the enemy's party eſcaped through. 
c 4 bick door, but we made two 
« and twenty priſoners, with a lieu- 
© tenant of the regiment of Kal- 
* nockichen': they had two men 
c killed, and one wounded ; and: 
ce two, alſo, of my chaſſeurs were 
2 © hewed OL by the 219 5 in the 


s * hay 


* taken more than two minutes be- 
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366 hay-loft, where they were ” 
% wor 


cc We continued our forage with 


esc morecaution after this accident: the 


« horſes we had taken ſerved, in part, 
ce to draw the carts and, after railing 
© A contribution of one hundred and 
ce fifty ducats, on the convent, which 
« ] diftributed among the ſoldiers, 


cc to engage them to ſilence, we re- 


« turned to the army, from which 
te ye were diſtant about twoleagues.” 

ti We heard firing as we marched, 
« and the foragers, on all ſides, were 
te battling with the enemy. A lieu- 


cc tenant, and forty hor ſe, joined me ; 
« yet, with this reinforcement, I-_ 


« durſt not return to the camp, be- 


ec cauſe I learnt we were in danger | 


« from more than eight hundred 
«c pandours, and huſſars, who were 
é in the plain. J. therefore, deter- 

0 ce mined 
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* mined to take a long, winding, but 
& ſecret rout, and had the good for- 
te tune to come ſafe to quarters, 
with my priſoners, and five and 
e twenty loaded carts. The King 
* was at dinner when. I entered his 
tent. Having been abſent all 
„ night, it was imagined I had 
been taken, that accident having 
happened, the ſame day, to many 
«. others.” 

The inſtant I nete the King 
« demanded if I returned fingly.. 
« No, pleaſe your Majeſty, anſwer- 
« ed I; I have brought five and 
« twenty load of forage, and two 
te and twenty priſoners, ET 
ce officer and. horſes.” 

, The King, wii 3 
te me to fit down, and, turning 
4 himſelf toward the Engliſh am- 
baſſador, who was near him, ſaidz 
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10 laying his hand on my ſhoulder, 


* Ceft un Matador de ma jeuneſſe. 


te A reconnoitring party was, at 
te the ſame moment, in waiting be- 


; ce fore his tent; he, conſequently, 
e aſked me few queſtions, and, to 


ee thoſe he did aſk, I replied trem- 


e blingly. In a few minutes he 
© roſe from table, gave a glance 
"># af the priſoners, hung the Order 
of Merit round my neck, com- 
s manded me to go and repoſe, 
Ko and ſet off with his party.” 


It is eaſy to conceive the em- 


barraſſment of my ſituation; my 


unpardonable negligence deſerved 


that I ſhould have been broken, 
inſtead of which I was rewarded ; 
an inſtance, this, of the great influ- 


ence 


; *Literally, « Heisa meth of my youth,” 
The alluſion, apparently, i is to the reſiſtleſs power 
of A n at the game of de aka T. 


(2 


TT 


ence of chance on the affairs of this 
How many generals have 
gained victories by their very errors, 
which have been, mort K attri- 
It 1s evi- 
dent, the ſerjeant of Huſſars, who 

_ © retook me and my men, by bring- 
© ing up his party, was much bet- 
; te ter inticled than myſelf to the 


buted to their genius! 


"oe recompenſe I received.” 


How 


many times afterward, during life, 
did I meet diſgrace and puniſh- : 
ment, when I deferved reward ! My 
inquietude leſt the truth ſhould be 
diſcovered was extreme, eſpecially 
recollecting how many people were 
in the ſecret; and my apprehenſions 


were inceflant. 
ce As I did not want money, I 


_— . 


6c gave the ſerjeants twenty ducats 
8. each, and the ſoldiers one, in 
& orderto inſure their filence; which, 


<< being 
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© being a favorite with them, they 
. © readily promiſed.” I, however, was 
determined to declare the truth the 
very firſt opportunity, and this hap- 
pened a few days after. 


We were on our march, and I, 


as cornet, was at the head of my 
company, when the King, advancing, 
beckoned me to come to him, and 
bade me tell him exactly how the 
affair I had fo lately been en 


in happened. 
The queſtion, at firſt, Wade me 


miſtruſt I was betrayed, but, remark- 
ing the King had a mildneſs in his 
manner, I, preſently, recovered my- 
ſelf, and related the exact truth. 
I ſaw the aſtoniſhment of his coun- 
tenance, but I, at the fame time, ſaw 
he was pleaſed with my ſincerity. 
He ſpoke to me for half an hour, not 

as a king, but as a father, praiſed 
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e make you a man.” Whoever can 
feel can imagine how infinitely: 
my gratitude towards the King was 


from that moment I had no other 


nation, of which I received very fre- 


at Berlin. He permitted me to be 
preſent at his converſations with the 
literati of his court, and my ſtate 
was truly enviable. 


than five hundred ducats as preſents. 


( 44 ) 
my eandor, and ended with-the fol- 
lowing words, which, while life re- 
mains, I ſhall never forget: * Con- 
« fide in the advice l give you ; de- 
6 pend, wholly, upon me, and I will 


increaſed, by this his great goodneſs; 
deſire than to live and die tor his 
ſervice. 

L, ſoon, perceived the confidence 
the King had in me after this expla- 


quent marks, the following winter, 


I received, this ſame winter, more 


E . 
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So much happineſs could not but 
excite jealouſy, and this began to be 
manifeſt on every ſide. I had too 
little diſguiſe for a courtier, and my 
heart was much too open and frank. 

Before I proceed, I will, here, re- 
late an incident of the laſt campaign, 
which will, no doubt, be _— in the 


| hiſtory of Frederic. 


During the retreat from alen 
the King came to Kollin, with his 
horſe guards, the cavalry piquets 
of the head quarters, and the ſecond 
and third battalions of guards. We 
had only four field pieces, and our 
ſquadron was ſtationed in one of the 
ſuburbs. Our advanced poſts, to- 
wards evening, were driven back into 
the town, and the huſſars entered 
pell mell : the enemy's light troops 


ſwarmed over the country, and my 
; commanding officer ſent me, imme- 


i diately, 
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diately, to receive the King's orders. 
After much ſearch, I found him, at 
the top of a ſteeple, with a teleſcope 
in his hand. Never did I ſee him ſo 
diſturbed, or undecided, as on this 
occaſion. Orders were, immediately, 


given that we ſhould retreat through 


the city into the oppoſite , ſuburb, -- 
where we were to halt, but not un- 
ſaddle. | 

We had not been here long, be- 
fore a moſt heavy rain fell, and the 
night became exceedingly dark. 
My couſin Trenck made his appear- 


ance about nine in the evening, 


with his Pandour and Janiſſary, 
muſic, and ſet fire to ſeveral houſes. 
They found we were in the ſuburb, 
and began te fire upon us from the - 
city windows. The tumult became 
extreme; the city was. too full for 
us to re- enter: the gate was ſhut, 

| and 


(en 
and they from above fired at us 
with our field pieces. Trenck had 
let in the waters upon us, and we 
were up to the girths by midnight, 
and almoſt in deſpair. We loſt 
ſeven men, and my horſe was mouryy 
ed in the neck. 

The King and all of u us had, cer- 
tainly, been made priſoners, had my 
couſin, as he has ſince, told me, been 
able to continue the aſſault he had 
begun; but, a cannon ball having 
wounded him in the foot, he was 
carried off, and the pandours re- 
tired. The corps of Naſſau arrived 
next day to our aid; we quitted 
Kollin, and, during the march, the 
King ſaid to me, Your couſin had 
te nearly played us a malicious prank 
« laſt night, but the deſerters ſay he 
ce jg killed,” He then aſked me 

. what 


„ 
what our relationſhip was, and there 


our converſation ended. 
It was about the middle of 


December when we came to Berlin, 


where I was received with open 
arms. I became leſs cautious than 
formerly, and, perhaps, was more 


narrowly obſerved, A lieutenant 


of the foot guards, who was a pub- 
lie Ganymede, and againſt whom 


I had that natural antipathy and 


abhorrence I have for all ſuch 
wretches, having indulged himſelf in 


ſome very impertinent jokes on the 


ſecret of my amour, I beſtowed on 
him the epithet he deſerved: we 
drew our ſwords, and he was wound- - 


ed. On the Sunday following, I 1 
preſented myſelf to pay my reſpects 
to his Majefty on the parade, who 
ſaid to me, as he paſſed, * The thun- 


« der begins to roll, and the bolt 


cc may 


„ 
& may fall: beware. N 
nothing more. BY 
Some little time after, I was a 
few minutes too late on the parade; 
the King remarked it, and ſent me, 
under arreſt, to the foot guard at 
Potſdam. When I had been here a 
fortnight, Colonel Wartenſleben 
came, and adviſed me to petition _ 
for pardon. 1 was, then, too much a 
novice in the modes of the court to 
follow his counſel, nor did I, even, 
remark the perſon who gave it me 
was himſelf a moſt ſubtle courtier, 
I complained bitterly that I had fo 
long been deprived of liberty, for a 
fault which was uſually puniſhed by 
three, or, at the moſt, ſix days arreſt. 
Here, accordingly, I remained. . 
Eight days after, the King being 
come to Potſdam, I was ſent, by 
General Bourke, to Berlin, to carry 
Vor I. - ſome 


„ 
ſome letters, but without having 
ſeen the King. On my return, I 
preſented myſelf to him on the pa- 
rade; and, as our ſquadron was gar- 
riſoned at Berlin, I aſked, © Does ir 
ie pleaſe your Majeſty that I ſhould 
<« go and join my corps ?” © Whence 
© come you?” anſwered he From 
te Berlin“ “ And where were you be- 
6e fore you went to Berlin? —“ Un- 


cc der arreſt “ Then 3 arreſt 5 


« you muſt remain.“ 

I did not recover my liberty, till 
three days before our departure for 
Sileſia, towards which we marched, 
with the utmoſt ſpeed, in the begin- 
ning of May, to commence our ſe- | 
cond campaign. | | 

Here I muſt recount an event 
which happened that winter, and 


which became the ſource of all my 
misfortunes, I muſt intreat my 


readers 


n 
readers to pay the utmoſt attention 
to this, ſince this error, if innocence 
can be error, was the cauſe that 
the moſt faithful, and the beſt of 
ſubjects became bewildered in ſcenes 
of wretchedneſs, and was the victim 
of miſery, from his nineteenth to 
the ſixtieth year of his age, I dare 
preſume this true narrative, ſop- 
ported by teſtimonies the moſt au- 


thentic, may fully vindicate my pre- 
ſent honour, and my future memory. 
Francis Baron of Trenck was 
the ſon of my father” 8 brother, con- 
ſequently my couſin german. 1 
mall ſpeak, hereaſter, of the ſingu- 
lar events of his life. Being a dom 


mander of pandours in the Auſtrian 
ſervice, and grie vouſiy wounded in 
Bavaria, in the year 1743, he wrote 
to my mother, informing her he in- 
tended me, het eldeſt ſon, for his 

„ N vuniver- 


— 


_ 


08 
univerſal legatee. This letter, to 
Which J returned no anſwer, was 
ſent me to Potſdam. I vas ſo ſatiſ- 
fied with my ſituation, and had ſuch 
numerous reaſons ſo to be, conſi- 
dering the kindneſs with which 
the King treated me, that I would 
not have exchanged my good for- 
tune for all the treaſures of the Great 
Mogul. 
On the 12th of February, 1744, 
being at Berlin, I was in company 
with Captain Jaſchinſky, commander 
of the body-guard, the captain of 
which ranks as colonel in the army, 
together with Lieutenant Studnitz, 
and Cornet Wagnitz. The latter was 
my field comrade, and is, at this pre- 
ſent, commander general of the ca- 
valry of Heſſe Caſſel. The Auſtrian 
Trenck became the ſubject of conver- 
ſation, and Jaſchinſky aſked if I was 
1 ; his 


bh 
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his kinſman: I anſwered yes, and, 
immediately, mentioned his having 
made me his univerſal heir. And 


tc what anſwer have you returned?“ 


ſaid Jaſchinſæy—“ None at all.” 


The whole company, then obſerx⸗ 


ed that, in a caſe like the preſent, 


I was much to blame not to anſwer ; 


that the leaſt I could do would be 


to thank him for his good wiſhes, 


and intreat a continuance of them. 
Jaſchinſky further added, © Deſire 


ce him to ſend you ſome of his fine 


Hungarian horſes for your own 
* uſe, and give me the letter; I 
will convey it to him, by means 
ce of Mr. Boſſart, legation counſellor 
* of the Saxon embaſſy; but on con- 
dition that you will give me one 
* of the horſes. This correſpon- 
. « dence is a family, and not a ſtate, 
c affair; beſide that, I will be anſwer- 

To able for the Gor ere} 


* 


* * 


( 


I, immediately, took my com- 


mander's advice, and began to write; 
and had thoſe, who ſuſpected me, 


thought proper to make the leaſt in- 


quiry into theſe circumſtances, the 
four witneſſes, who read what I wrote, 
could have atteſted my innocence, 
and rendered it indubitable. I gave 
my letter, open, to 1 Who 
| ſealed and fent it himſelf. - 


I muſt omir none of the incidents. 
concerning this letter, it being the 
ſole cauſe of all my ſufferings. 1 


ſhall, therefore, here, relate an event, 
which was the firſt occaſion of the 


ugjuſt ſuſpicions entertained againſt 


n , . 
I * ; * % " I 1 * G wo * 0 | EY 9 4 
W © +7 ” I : A $7 J : * ; D * 
; , — 5 2 a . 


One of my grooms; with two led 
horſes, was, among many others, 


taken by the pandours of Trenck. 


| „ hen I returned to the camp, I was 
to N the * on a recon- 


noitring 


"IS; 1 


follo in 


ce mine.“ 


ES) 


noitring party. My horſe was too 
tired, and I had no other: I informed 


him of my embarraſſment, and his 
Majeſty, immediately, made me a 


Preſent of a fine Engliſh courſer. 


Some days after, I was excced- 
ingly aſtoniſhed to ſee my groom 
return, with my two horſes, and a 
pandour trumpeter, who brought 
me a letter, containing AEM the 
i words... Tris pos. 
rs The Auſtrian Trenck i is not at 
0 war with the PruMan Trenck, but, 


© on the contrary, is happy to have 
«6 « recovered the horſes from his 
<« huſſars, and return them to whom 
ce they firſt belonged, . 


I went, the ſame day, to pay my 


reſpects to the King, who, receiving 


me with great coldneſs, ſaid, Since 
« your coulin has returned your own 
2 © horſes, you have no more. need of jr 


D4 | There 
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There were too many who envied 

me to ſuppoſe theſe words would 
eſcape repetition. The return of 
the horſes ſeems, infinitely, to have 


increaſed that ſuſpicion Frederic 
entertained againſt me, and, there- 


fore; became one of the principal 


cauſes of my misfortunes : it is for 


this reaſon that I dwell upon this and 


fach-like ſmall incidents, they being 


neceſſary for my own Juſtification, 
and, were it poſſible, for that of the 
King. My innocence is, indeed, at 


preſent, univerſally acknowled ged, 


by the court, the army, and the whole 
nation, who, all, mention the injuſtice 
1 ſuffered, with pity, and the for- 


titude with pn it was: gi V7 
with furpriſe. i 

We marched for Sileſia, , to enter 
ona ſecond campaign, which, to 


1 
3 


CW? 
the Pruſſians, was as bloody, and 
f murderous, as it was glorious. 
I © The King's head quarters were 
q fixed at the (convent of Kamenz, 
where we reſted fourteen days, and 
the army remained in cantonments. 
Prince Charles, inftead of following 
us into Bohemia, had the imprudence 
to occupy the plain of Strigau, and 
we, already, concluded his army was 
beaten. Whoever is well acquainted 
with tactics, and the Pruſſian ma- 
nœuvres, will eaſily judge, without 
the aid of calculation or witchcraft, 
whether a well or ill-diſciplined 
| army, in an open Fate We, to 
. be vichorſo gs. 1 
Ide army, haſtily, left Ae 
ments, and, in twenty-four hours, 
was in order of battle; and, on the 
14th of June, eighteen thouſand bo- 
dies lay ſtretched on the plain of Stri- 
D 5 gau. 


| 


FR. 1 
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gau. The allied armies of Auſtria 


and Saxony were totally defeated. 
The body guard was on the right; | 


and, before the attack, the King ſaid 
to our ſquadron, * Pr ove, to- day, 


my children, that you are my body 


© guard, and give no Saxon quarter.” 


*E W C made thr ce attacks on the 
cavalry, and two on the infantry. 


Nothing could withſtand a ſquadron 


like this, which, for men, horſes, cou- 
rage, and experience, was, aſſuredly, . 
the firſt in the world. Our corps, 
lone, took ſeven ſtandards and five 
pair of colours, and, in leſs than an 
hour, the affair was over. 

1 received a piſtol ſhor i in my right 
hand, my horſe Was deſperately 
wounded, and 1 was obliged to 
change on the third charge. The 
day after the battle, all the officers 


were rewarded wich the Order of 
f Merit, 


„„ 
Merit. For my own part, I re- 
mained four weeks, among the 
wounded, at Schweidnitz, where 
there were ſixteen thouſand men 
under the torture of the army ſur- 
geons, many of whom had not their 
wounds dreſſed till the third day. 
I was near three months before 
I recovered the uſe of my hand: I, 
nevertheleſs, rejoined my corps, con- 
tinued to perform my duty, and, as 
uſual, accompanied the King, when 
he went to reconnoitre. For ſome 
time paſt, he had placed confidence 
in me, and his kindneſs towards me, 
continually, increaſed, which raiſed 
Joy" gratitude, even to enthuſiaſm. 

I, alfo, performed the ſervice of ad. 


. during this: campaign, a Gr a; 


cumſtantial account of which, no 
perſon is better enabled to write 


than, myſelf, I having been preſent 
1 %%% 8 NO”. 


| A rear- guard. 
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at all that paſſed, I was the ſcholar 
of the greateſt maſter the art of war 
ever knew, and who believed me 


worthy to receive his inſtructions; 


but the volumes I am writing would 
| be inſufficient to contain all that 


perſonally relates to myſelf. 

I Qmuſt, here, mention an adven- 
ture that happened this time, and 
which will ſhew the art of the great 
Frederic, in forming youth for his 
ſervice, and devotedly attaching them 


to his perſon. 


I was exceedingly fond of bent 
ing, in which, notwithſtanding it 
was ſeverely forbidden, I indulged 
myſelf. Laden with pheaſants, I 
one day returned: but, judge my 
aſtoniſhment, and fears, when I ſaw 
the army had decamped, and that it 
was with difficulty I could oak 


i 
1 


In 


In this my diſtreſs, L applied to an 
officer of huſſars, who, inſtantly, lent 
me his horſe, by the aid of which 
I rejoined my corps, which, always, 
marched as the vanguard. Mount- 
ing my own horſe, I, tremblingly, 
rode to the head of my diviſion, 
which it was my duty to precede. 
The King, however, had remarked 
my abſence, or, rather, had been re- 
minded of it by my ſuperior officer, 
who, for ſome time paſt, had become 
my enemy. | 14-08 
Juſt as the army halted, to en- 
camp, the King rode towards me, 
made a ſignal for me to approach, 
and, reading my fears in my counte- 
nance, ſaid, with a ſmile, „ What, 
< are you juſt returned from hunt- 
ce ing?“ Yes, your Majeſly; 1 
hope Here, interrupting me, 
he added, . well, for this time 
e ſhall. 


1 ſhall take no er notice, re- 
ce membering Potſdam :—but, how- 


_ ever, let me find you more atten- 
tive to your duty.” a 


So ended this affair, for which 1 


deſerved to have been broken. 1 
muſt, here, remind my readers, that 
the King meant, by the words remem- 
bering Potſdam, he remembered I 
had been puniſhed too ſeverely the 
winter before, and that my preſent 


pardon was intended as a compen- 


ſation. 
This was, indeed, to think and act 


greatly this was, indeed, the true 


art of forming great men; an art 


much more effectual than that of 


ferocious generals, who threaten 
ſubalterns with impriſonment, and 
chains, on every ſlight occaſion; 
and, while indulging all the rigours 
of military law, make no diſtinction 


of 


ww 


8 


too oſten at the chace, or, who were 
ſo choleric that they took occaſion 
to quarrel for the leaſt trifle. 
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of minds or men. Frederic, on the 
contrary, ſometimes pardoned the 
failings of genius, while mechanic 
ſouls he mechanically puniſhed, ac- 
cording to the very letter of the laws 
of war. 


I ſhall, further, remark, the _ 


took no more notice of my late 
fault, except that, ſometimes, when 
I had the honour to dine with him, 
he would ridicule people who were 


: 


The campaign paſſed i in different 


'manceuvres, marches, and counter- 
marches. Our corps was the moſt 
fatigued, as being encamped round 
the King's tent, the ſtation of which 
is central, and having, likewiſe, the 
care of the vanguard: we were, 


therefore, _ obliged to begin our 
march two hours ſooner than the re- 
mainder 


6 
mainder of the army, that we might 
be in our place. We, alſo, accom- 
panied the King, whenever he went 
to reconnoitre; traced the lines of 
encampment; led the horſe to water; 
inſpected the head quarters; regu- 
lated the march and encampment, 
according to the King's orders; 
which robbed us of much reſt, we 
being but ſix officers to execute ſo 
my different functions. 
Still further, we often performed 
the office of couriers, to bear the 
royal commands to detachments. 
The King was particularly careful 
that the officers of his guards, whom 
he intended ſhould become excellent 
in the art of tactics, ſhould not be 
ö idle! in his ſchool. It was neceſſary 
to do much, in order that much 
08 be learnt. Labour, vigilance, | 
activity, the love of glory, and the love 
F of 


0 | 
of their country, animated all his if 


generals; into whom, it may be 
ſaid, he infuſed his ſpirit, 

In this ſchool I gained :nftruQion, 
and here, already, was I ſelected as 
one deſtined to inſtruct others: yet, 
in my fortieth year, a great general, 
at Vienna, told me, My dear 
« 'Trenck, our diſcipline would be 
cc too difficult for you to learn; for 
e which, indeed, you are too far 
< advanced in life.” Agreeable to - 
this wiſe decifion was J made an | = 
Auſtrian invalid, and an invalid 

have always remained: a judgment, 

like this, would have been laughed 
art, moſt certainly, at Berlin. 

Tf I miſtake not, the famous bat- 

_ tle of Soor, or Sorau, was fought on 
the 14th day of September, The 
King had ſent ſo many detachments , 
into Saxony, Bohemia, and Sileſia, 
. ae 9 9 3 LÞ 0s SO 
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that the main army did not conſiſt 


of more than twenty-ſix thouſand 


men. Neglecting advice, and obſti- 
nate in judging his enemy by num- 
bers, and not according to the ex- 
cellence of diſcipline, and other 
accidents, Prince Charles, blind to 
the real ſtrength of the Pruſſian 
armies, had encloſed this ſmall 
number of Pomeranian and Bran- 
denburgh regiments with more than 


eighty- ſix thoufand men, ene | 


to take them all priſoners, -- | 
It will, ſoon, be ſeen, from my nar- 


* 
47% 


rative, with what kind of n * 


i plan was laid and executed. 


The King came into my tent ne : 
midnight; as he, alſo, did into that 


ol all the officers, to awaken them: 
his orders were, ſecretly. to ſaddle, 


leave the baggage in the rear, and 
that the men ſhould ſtand ready to 


mount at the word of command. 


Lieu- 


( 4 
Lieutenant Studnitz and myſelf 
attended the King, who went in 
perſon, and gave directions through 
the whole army: meantime, break 
of day was expected with anxiety. 
Oppoſite the defile, through which 
the enemy were to march to the 
attagk; eight field- pieces were con- 
cealed behind a hill. The King 
muſt, neceſſa rily, have been informed 
of the whole plan of the Auſtrian 
general, for he had called in the 
advanced poſts from the heights, 
that he might lull him into ſecurity, 
and make him imagine we ſhould be 
Apr in the midſt of ſleeßp. 

Scarcely did break of day. appear 
Far the Auſtrian artillery, ſituated 
upon the... heights, began to play 
upon our camp, and their cavalry to 

march, e s ee, to een 

attack. 2+. bl 

* s ſuddenly. were we in 1 4 9 g 
array; 
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array; for, in leſs than ten minutes, 


we ourſelves began the attack, not- 


withſtanding our ſmall number, the 
whole army only containing five 
regiments of cavalry, and fell with 
ſuch fury upon the enemy, who, at 

this time, were wholly employed in 

forming their men at the mouth of 
the defile, and that ſlowly, little 


expecting fo. fudden and violent 


a charge, that we drove them back 


into the defile, where they preſſed 


upon each other in crowds: the 


King, himſelf, ſtood ready to unmaſk 


his eight field-pieces, and a dreadful 
and bloody flaughter enſued in this 
narrow place; from which the ene- 


my had not the power to retreat. 


This fingle incident gained the bat- 


tle, and deceived all the oy of 
Prince Charles. 


Nadaſti Trench, add the light 
| troops 
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troops, ſent to attack our rear, were 
employed in pillaging the camp. 
The ferocious Croats met no oppo- 


ſition, while this their error made 


our victory more ſecure. It de- 
ſerves to be noticed that, when ad- 


vice was brought to the King, the 


enemy had fallen upon, and were 
plundering the camp, his anſwer. 
as, So much the better; they have 


e found themſelves employment, and 


will be no impediment to our 
< main deſign.” | 1 

Our victory was complete, but all 
our baggage was loſt; the head 
quarters, utterly undefended, were. 
totally ſtripped; and Trenck had, 


- for his part of the booty, the King's: 


tent, and his ſervice of plate. 
I have mentioned this circum- 


ſtance here, becauſe that, in the year 


1746, my couſin Trenck, having 
fallen 


( 750.) 


fallen into the power of his ene- 


mies, who had inſtituted a legal 
proceſs againſt him, was accuſed, by 


ſome villainous wretches, of having. 
| ſurpriſed the King in bed at the 
battle of Sorau, and, afterwards, re- 
leaſed him for a bribe. . | 

What was ſtill worſe, they hired: 
a common proſtitute, a native of 
Brunn, who pretended ſhe was the 
daughter of Marſhal Schwerin, to 
give evidence ſhe, herſelf, was in bed 
with the King when Trenck entered 
his tent, whom he, immediately, 
made rien and as immediately 
releaſed. 

To this part of the proſecution I 


BOG! an eye witneſs, can anſwer: the 
thing was falſe and impoſſible. He 


was informed of the intended attack. 
I accompanied the watchful King 


from midnight till four in the morn- 
wy ing, | 


þ 
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ing, which time heemployed inriding 
through the camp, and making the 
neceſſary preparations to receive the 
enemy; and the action began at 
five. Trenck could not take the 
| King in bed, for the battle was al- 
moſt gained when he, and his pan- | 
dours, entered the camp, and Aer 
dered the head quarters. it. 
As for the tale of Miſs Scheren 
it is only fit to be told by ſchool- 
boys, or examined by the Inquiſi- 
tion, and was very unworthy of 
making part of the legal proſecu- 
tion againſt an innocent man at 
Vienna. : | 
This incident, however, is fy re- 
markable, that I ſhall give, in this 
work, a farther account of my kinſ- 
man, and what was called his crimi- 
nal proceſs; at reading which the 
world will. be aſtoniſhed. My own 
| — hiſtory 
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| hiſtory is ſo connected with his, 


that this is neceſſary, and the more 


fo, becauſe there are many ignorant 
or wicked people at Vienna, who 


believe, or affirm, Trenck had, actu- 


ally, taken the > King of Pruſſia pri- 


ſoner. 


Never, yet, was there a traitor of 
the name of Trenck ; and I hope to 


prove, in the cleareſt manner, the 


Auſtrian Trenck as. faithfully ſerved 
the Empreſs Queen, as the Pruffian 


Trenck did Frederic, his King. 

Maria Thereſa, ſpeaking to me of 
bim ſome time after his death, and 
the ſnares that had been laid for him, 
ſaid, Your kinſman has made a 
better end, than will be the fate of 
< his accuſers and judges.” 

Of this more hereafter: I ap- 
proach that epocha, when my own 
misfortunes began, and when the 
ſuffer- 


0230 


ſufferings of martyrdom attended 
me from youth downward till * 


hairs grew grey. 
A few days after the battle of 


Sorau, the uſual camp poſtman 
brought me a letter from my couſin 


Trenck, the - colonel of pandours, 
dated at Eſſek, four months back, 
of which the following is a copy. 


« Your letter, of the twelfth of 


% February, from Berlin, informs 
« me you deſire to have ſome 


% Hungarian horſes. On theſe you 


ce would come and attack me, and 


"> pandours, I faw, with plea- 


ce ſure, during the laſt campaign, 


& that the Pruffian Trenck was; alſo, 
a good ſoldier; and, that I might 


« give you ſome proofs of my at- 


* tachment, I, then, returned the 


* horſes which my men Had taken. If, 
4 however, you with to have Hun- 
Vor. 1 5 ct garian 
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« garian horſes, you muſt take mine, 


<« jnlike manner, from me inthe field 
« of battle; or, ſhould you ſo think 
ce fit, come and join one who will 
© receive you with open arms, like 
« his friend and ſon, and who will 
8b. procure you every advantage _ 
e can deſire: &. 

At firſt 1 was terrified at 88 


this letter, yet could not help ſmil- 


ing. Cornet Wagenitz, now gene- 
ral in chief of the Heſſe Caſſel 
forces, and Lieutenant Grotthauſen, | 
both now alive, and then preſent, 
uwere my camp comrades. I gave them 
the letter to read, and they laughed at 
its contents. It. was determined 


to-ſhew it to our ſuperior officer, 
Jaſchinſky, on a promiſe of ſecreſy, 


and it was, accordingly, ſhewn him 


within an hour after 1 it was received. 


The reader will be ſo kind as to 
; recollect 


% 
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recollect that, as I have before ſaid, 


it was this Colonel Jaſchinſky who, 
on the rath of February, the ſame 


year, at Berlin, prevailed on me to 
write to the Auſtrian Trenck, my 
couſin; that he received the letter 


open, and undertook to ſend it 


according to its addreſs; alſo that, 


in this letter, I, in jeſt, had aſked 
him to ſend me ſome Hungarian 
horſes, and, when they came, had 


promiſed one to Jaſchinſæy. He 


read the letter with an air of ſome 2 
ſurpriſe; we laughed, and, it being 


whiſpered through the army that, in 


conſequence of our late victory, de- 


tached corps would be ſent into 


Hungary, Jaſchinſky ſaid, % We 
«ſhall now go and take Hungarian 
< horſes for outſel ves.“ Here the 


converſation ended, and J returned, 


little ſuſpecting future conſequences, 
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1 ruſt, here, make e the following 
_ obſervations: 

iſt. I had not odſerved the date 
of the letter, brought by the poſt- 
man, which, as 1 have ſaid, was 
four months back: this, however, 
the colonel did not fail to remark. 


_andly. The probability is, that this 


was anet ſpread, for me, by this falſe 


and wicked man. The return of 
my horſes, during the preceding 
campaign, had been the ſubject of 
much converſation. It is poſſible he 
had the King's orders to watch me; 
but, more probably, he only pre- 
vailed on me to write that he might 
entrap me, by a fictitious anſwer, 
Certain it is, my couſin Trenck, 
at Vienna, affirmed, to his death, he 
never received any letter from me, 
conſequently, never could fend any 

anſwer. I muſt, therefore, contlude 
this letter was forged. TY 


| Jaſchinlley 


. 
Jafchinſky was, at this time, one 
ol the King's favourites; his ſpy over 
the army, a tale-bearer, an inventor 
of lies and wicked ealumnies. Some 
years after the event of which I am 
now ſpeaking, the King was obliged 
to break and baniſh him the country. 
He was then, alſo, the paramour 
of the beauteous Madame Broſſart, 
wife of the Saxon Reſident at Berlin, 
and there can- be little doubt but 
that this falſe letter was, by her 
means, conveyed to ſome Saxon or 
Auſtrian poſt- office, and thence, ac 
cording to its addreſs, ſeat to me. 
He had daily opportunities of in- 
fuſing ſuſpicions into the King's 
mind concerning me; and, unknown 
to me, purſuing his diabolical plan. 
1 muſt, likewiſe, add, he was four 
| Hundred ducats indebted to me; I 
* having a plentiful ſupply of 

E 3 money. 
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money. This booty became his 
own, when 1, unexamineqd, Was ar- 
reſted, and thrown into priſon. In 
like manner, he ſeized on the 
greateſt part of my camp equipage. 
4 Further, we had quarrelled during 
our firſt campaign, . becauſe he had 
beaten one of my ſervants; we even 
were proceeding to fight with piſ- 
tols, had not Colonel Winterfeld in- 
terfered, and amicably ended our 
quarrel. The Lithuanian is, by na- 
ture, obſtinate and revengeful; and, 
from that day, I have reaſon to be- 

lieve he ſought my deſtruction. 
SGod only knows what were the 
means he'took to excite the King's 
ſuſpicions ; for it is incredible that 
Frederic, conſidering his well- 
known. profeſſions of public juſtice, 
ſhould treat me in the manner he 
did, without Resin without exa- 
mina- 
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migagion. and without a court-mar- 


tial. This, to me, has ever remained 
a myſtery, which the King, alone, 


Was able to explain: he, afterwards, 


was convinced I was innocent; but 


my ſufferings had been too. cruel, 
the miſeries he had inflicted too 
horrible, for me ever to hope com- 


penſation. | 
In an affair of this nature, which 


v will ſoon be known to all Europe, 
as it long has been in Pruſſia, the 
weakeſt is always guilty. . I have 
been made a terrible example, to 


this our age, how true that maxim 


is in deſpotic ſtates. 


A man of my rank, having © once 


7 unjuſtly ſuffered, and having the 


power of making his ſufferings 
known, muſt either be highly re- 


warded, or ſtill more unjuſtly pu- 
; ee. My name and injuries 
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will ever ſtain the annals of Frederie 
the Great; even thoſe who read this 
book will, perhaps, ſuppoſe I, from 


political motives of hope or fear, 


have, ſometimes, concealed truth by 


endeavouring to palliate his conduct. 

It muſt ever remain incomprehen- 
ſible, that a monarch fo clear · ſight- 
ed, himſelf the daily witneſs of my 
demeanor, one well acquainted with 
mankind, and conſcious I wanted 


neither money, honour, nor hope f 


future preferment; 1 fay it is in- 
comprehenſible he ſhould, really, 


ſuppoſt me guilty. I take God to 
witneſs, and all thoſe who knew me 


in proſperity and misfortune, I ne- 
ver harboured a thought of betray- 


ing my country. How was it poſſible 
to ſuſpe&t me? I was neither mad- 


man nor ideot. In my eighteenth 


year I was a cornet of the body- 


guard, 
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guard, e to the kisg. and 
poſſeſſed his favour and confidence 
in the higheſt degree. His preſents 
to me, in one year, amounted to 
fifteen hundred dollars. I kept ſe- 
ven horſes, four men in livery: 1 
was. valued, diſtinguiſhed,. and be- 
loved by the miſtreſs of my ſoul. 
My relations held high offices, both 
civil-and military: I was, even fana- 
country, and had nothing to wiſh; 
That I ſhould: become thus 
wretched,. in conſequence uf tis 


unfortunate letter, is equally won-- 


derful:: it came by the public poſt. 
Had there been any criminal corre- 
fpondence, my kinſman, Sein 
would not have choſen this mode of 
conveyance ;. ſince, it is well known, 
all ſuch letters ate opened; nor 
could I act more openly. My co- - 
WS lonel 
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lonel read the letter I wrote, and, 


alſo, that which I received immedi- 


_ after it was brought. 
The day after the receipt of this 


1 5 lt * | , 22 
hes I was, as I have before ſaid, 


unheard, unaccuſed, unjudged, con- 


ducted, like a criminal, from the 
army, by fifty huffars, and impri- 
ſoned in the fortreſs of Glatz. I 
was allowed to take three horſes, 


and my ſervants, but my whole 


equipage was left behind, which I 
never ſaw more, and which became 


the Booty of Jaſchinſky. My com- 


miſſion was given to Cornet Schatzel, 


and I caſhiered, without knowing 


-why. There were no legal inquiries 


made; all was done of the eech 


command. 


Unhappy esp whites ; power 


| 108 ſuperior to law, and where the 
innocent, and the virtuous, meet 
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puniſhment inſtead of reward. Un- 
happy land! where the omnipotent 
Sven is oux WiLL ſuperſedes all 
legal ſentence, and robs the ſub- 
ject of property, life, and honour. ä 

I, once more, repeat, 1 was 
brought to the citadel; of Glatz : 
I was not, however, thrown into a 
dungeon, but impriſoned i in a cham- 
ber of the officer of the guard; was 
allowed my ſervants to wait on me, 
and IO OY: to walk on the ram- 
parts. - a 


I did not want money, and there 


was only a detachment, from the 


garriſon regiment, in the citadel of 


Glatz, the officers of which were 


all poor. I ſoon had both friends | 
| and freedom, and the rich priſoner, : 


_ every day, kept open table. ; 

He, only, who had known me in 
| this the ardour of my youth, who 
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had witneſſed how high 1 aſpired, 


and the fortune that attended me 


at Berlin, can imagine what my 
feelings were, at finding myſelf 
thus ſuddenly caſt from ur high 


hopes. 


martial, and not deſiring any favour, 
ſhould I be found guilty. This 
haughty tone, in a youth, was diſ- 


pleafing, and I received no anſwer, 
which threw me into deſpair, and. 


induced me te uſe every poflible 
means to obtain my liberty. 


My firſt care was to eſtabliſh, 


by the intervention of an officer, 
a certain correſpondence. with the 
object of my heart. She anfwered, 
ſhe was far from ſuppoling J had 
ever entertained the leaſt thought 
traiterous to my country; that ſhe 


knew, too well, J was perfectly i inca- 
2 5 pable 


I wrote, ſubmilvely, to the King, 
requeſting to be tried by a court- 


— a 
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poſſeſſed a prudent and intelligent 


at Glarz; fed the flame of diſcontent. 
They ſuppoſed. the money I ſo 
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pable of dĩſſimulation. She blamed 
the precipitate anger, and unjuſt ſuſ⸗ 
picions, of the King ; promiſed me 


peedy aid, and ſent me a chouſund 5 
ducats. 77 


Had I, at this critical moment, 


friend, who could have calmed 1 


impatience, nothing, perhaps, might 


have been more eaſy than to have 
obtained pardon of the King, by 


proving my innocence ;; or, perhaps, 
than to have induced CO 
niſh my enemies. 


But the officers, whe then were: 


freely diſtributed came all from: 


Hungary, furniſhed. by the Pandour- 


cheſt; and adviſed me not to-ſuf- 
fer my freedom to depend upon the 


will of the King, but to enjoy it 
To * deſpite. 
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It was not more eaſy to give this 
advice, than to perſuade a man to 
take it, who, till then, had never en- 
countered any thing but good for- 
tune, and who, conſequently, ſup- 
ported this reverſe with impatience. 
J was nat yet, however, determined, 
becauſe I could not yet reſolve to 
abandon my country, and eur 
Berlin. 15 TI Te; 
Five months ſoon paſſed away in 
r peace was concluded; the 
King was returned to his capital: 
my commiſſion in the guards was 
beſtowed on another, when Lieu- 
tenant Piaſchky, of the regiment 
of Fouquet, and Enſign Reitz, who, 
often, mounted guard over me, pro- 
poſed that they and I ſnhould eſcape 
together. I yielded, our plan was 
fixed, and n e e ſtep 
; taken. 
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At that time there was another 
priſoner at Glatz, whoſe name was 
 Manget, by birth a Swiſs, and cap- 
rain of cavalry in the Natzmerſchen 
huſſars; he had been broken, and 
condemned, by a court martial, to 
ten years impriſonment, with an 
allowance of Cam four nn 
| yeu month. in en 7 
Having ding alin man n kindnefles, 
1 was reſolved to reſcue him, alſo, 
from bondage, at the ſame time 
with myſelf. I communicated my 
deſign, and made the propoſal, which 
was accepted by him, and mea- 
fures were taken; yet were we be- 
trayed by this vile man, who thus 
obtained pardon and freedom. 
- . Piaſchky, who had been informed 
that Reitz was arreſted, ſaved him- 
ſelf by deſerting. I denied the fact 
in preſence of Manget, with whom 
I. was confronted, and bribed the 
FTE LE Sony 
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Auditor with a hundred ducats.. 
year's. impriſenment, and the loſs. 
of his commiſſion. I was, then, 
clofely confined: in a chamber, for 
having endeavoured to corrupt the 
King's. officers, and was guarded: 
with greater caution. 5 

Here] will interrupt my narrative, 
a moment, to relate an adventure 
which happened. between me and. 
this- Captain Manget, three years. 
afterwards, that is ito: ſay in ng 
at Waiſaw, 

I, there, met him by chaner aſe 
it is not difficult to imagine what 
eaned him; he took this ill, and: 
challenged me to fight with piſtols. 
Captain Heucking, of the Poliſh 

guards, was my ſecond. We both 
firod * I ſhot him through 

the 
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the neck, at the firſt ſhot, and he 
fell dead on the field, 
He, alone, of all my enemies, 
ever died by my own hand ; and he 
well merited his end, for his coward- 
ly treachery towards the two brave 
fellows of whom 1 have ſpoken 
and ſtill more fo with reſpe& to 
| myſelf, who had been his benefactor: 
ö and, Town, I have never reproached 
1 myſelf for this duel, by which 1 
ſent a raſcal out of the world. 
I return to my tale. My deſtiny, 
at Glatz, was now become more un- 

toward and ſevere. The King's fuſ- 

picions were increaſed, as, likewiſe, 

was his anger, at this op eg ate 

tempt to eſcape. [19 

Left to myſelf, I ne my 

ſituation in the worſt point of view, 

and determined either on flight or 

death. The length and cloſeneſs 

N e 
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of my confinement became infup- 
portable to iny impatient temper. 

I had always had the garriſon on 
my ſide, nor was it poſſible to pre- 
vent my making friends among 
them. They knew 1 had money, 
and, in a poor garriſon regiment, the 
officers of which are all diſſatisfied, 
having, moſt of them, been drafted 
from other corps, and ſent thither as 


a2 a puniſhment, there was nothing that 


might not be undertaken. 

. My-ſcheme,. then, was as "5" 8 
My window looked toward the 
city, and was ninety feet from the 
ground in the tower of the citadel, 
- . out of which I could not get, with- 
dut having found a Place of refuge 
in the city. 
This an officer undertock to 
25 procure me, and prevailed on an 
honeſt ſoap-boiler to grant me a 
- hiding place, * then, notched my 
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penknife, and ſawed through three 
large iron bars; but this was too 
tireſome a mode, it being neceſſary 
to file away eight bars from my win; 
dow, before I could paſs through: 
another officer procured. me a; file, 
which I was obliged to uſe with 
caution, left I ſhould be averheitd 
by the centinels. 

. Having ended ns eee 1 cut | 
my leather portmanteau into:thongs, 
ſewed them end to end, added the 
ſheets. of my bed, and deſcended, 
| ſafely, from this aſtoniſhing height. 
It rained, the night was dark, 
and all ſeemed fortunate, but I had 
to wade through moats full of mud, 
before I could enter the city, a oir- 
cumſtance I. had never once conſi- 
dered. 1 ſunk up to the knees, and, 
after long ſtruggling andꝭ incredible 
efforts to get out, 1 was ,obliged, 

| _— 
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myſelf, to call the centinel, and de- 
fire him to go, and tell the gover- 
nor, Trenck was ſtuck faſt in a 
ditch. 8 2X3 . 
My misfortune was the greater 


on this occaſion, becauſe that Gene · 
ral Fouquet was then governor f 
Glatz. He was one of the cruelleſt 
of men. He had been wounded 
by my father in a duel; and the 
Auftrian Trenck had taken his bag- 
gage in 1744, and alſo laid the 
country of Glatz under contribution. 
He was, therefore, an enemy to the 
very name ef Trenck ; nor did he 
loſe any opportunity of giving mo 
_ procfs of his enmity, and, eſpecially, 
left me ftanding in the mud tilt 
noon, the ſport of the ſoldiers. 1 
was then drawn out, half dead, only 
again to be impriſoned, and ſhut 
Ss 5 up 


more intolerable » 
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up the whole day, without water 
to waſh me. No one can imagine 
how I looked, exhauſted and dirty, 
my long hair having fallen into the 
mud, with which, by my ſtruggling, 
it was loaded. I remained in this 
condition till the next day, when 
two fellow ee were ſent to 
n clean me. 'Þ e 
My cen u now, became 
I - had, ſtill, 
eighty louis-d'ors in my purſe, which 
had not been taken from me at my 
removal into another dungeon, and 
theſe, afterward, 9 me _ _ 
wee 
The paſſions, now, al alfailed- me 
at once, and impetuous, bathng, 
youthful blood overpowered rea- 
ſon; hope diſappeared; I thought 
myſelf the moſt unfortunate of men, 
and 150 King an irreconeileable 
Judge, 
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judge, more wrathful and fortified 3 


in ſuſpicion by my own raſhneſs. 


My nights were ſleepleſs, my days 


miſerable: my foul was tortured by 


the deſire of fame: a conſciouſneſs 
of innocence was a continued ſtimu- 


lus inciting me to end my misfor- 
tunes. Fouth, unexperienced in 
woe and diſaſtrous fate, beholds 


every evil magnified, and deſponds 


on every new diſappointment, more 


eſpecially, having failed in at- 


tempting freedom. Education had 
taught me to deſpiſe death, and theſe 
opinions had been confirmed by my 
friend La Metrie, author of the fa- 
mous work, L Homme Machine, or 
Man a Machine 55 of an 

I read much . my nonfine- 
ment at Glatz, where books were 
allowed me; time was, therefore, 


leſs tedious : : but. when the love of 


liberty 


a 
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liberty awoke, . when fame and 
affection called me to Berlin, and my 
balked hopes painted the wretch- 
edneſs of my ſituation; when 1 


remembered my loved country, 
judging by appearances, could not 
but pronounce me a traitor; then 
was I, hourly, impelled to ruſh on 
the naked bayonets of my guards, 


by whom, to me, the way” of free- 


dom was barred. 


Big with ad hs thoughts, 
3 had not elapſed, ſince 


my laſt fruitleſs attempt to eſcape, 
when an event happened which 
would appear incredible, were I, 
the principal actor in the ſcene, not 


alive to atteſt its truth, and might 


not all Glatz, and the Pruſſian 
army, be produced as eye and ear 
_witneſſes. This incident will prove 
that bold, and even raſh, An 

| - will 
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will render the moſt improbable un- 
dertakings poſſible, and that deſ- 
perate attempts may, often, make 
a general more fortunate, and fa - 
mous, than the wiſeſt and beſt - con · 
certed plans. 

Major Doo“ came to viſit me, 


AC- 
1 The fame Doo who was governor of 
Glatz during the ſeven years war, and who, 
having been ſurpriſed by General Laudohn, 
was made priſoner, which occafioned the loſs 
of Glatz. The King broke him with infamy, 
and baniſhed him with contempt. In 1964 
he came to Vienna, where I gave him alms. 
He was, by birth, an Italian, a ſelfiſh, wicked 
man ; and, while major under the govern- 
ment of Fouquet, at Glatz, brought many 
people to miſery, He was the creature of 
Fouquet, without birth or merit, crafty, walig- 
nant, but handſome; and, having debauched . 
his patron's daughter, afterwards married 
her; whence, at firſt, his good, and, at length, 
Bis il, fortune. He wanted knowledge to de- 
fend a fortrefs againſt the enemy, and his 
covetouſneſs rendered him eaſy to corrupt. 


„ 
accompanied by an officer of the 
guard, and an adjutant. After 
examining every corner of my cham- 
ber, he addreſſed me, taxing me 
with a ſecond crime in endeavour- 
ing to obtain my liberty; adding, 
this muſt, certainly, Increaſe the 
Aer ene Oo TE. 

My blood boiled at the word 
crime: he talked of patience; 1 
alked how long the King had con- 
demned me to impriſonment: he 
anſwered, a traitor to his country, 
who has correſponded with the ene- 
my, cannot be condemned for a 

certain time; but muſt depend, 
for grace, and pardon, on the King. 

At that inſtant J ſnatched his 

}  _ ſword from his fide, on which my 

eyes had ſome, time been fixed, 
ſprang out of. the door, threw the 
centinel from the top to the bottom 

a of 
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of the ſtairs, paſſed the guard who 
happened to be drawn up before the 
priſon door to relieve guard, attack- 
ed them ſword in hand, threw them 
ſuddenly into ſurpriſe by the manner 
in which I laid about me, wounded 
four men, made way through the 
reſt, ſprang over the breaſt-work of 
the ramparts, and, with my ſword 
drawn in my hand, immediately 
leaped. this aſtoniſhing height, with- 
cout receiving the leaſt injury. I. 
leaped the ſecond wall, with equal 
ſafety, and good fortune. None of 
their arms were loaded; no one 
durſt leap aſter me, and, in order to 
purſue, they muſt go round through 
the town and the gate of the citadel; 
ſo that I had the ſtart ful half an 
hour. 2 | 
A centinel, 1 in a. narrow. 
paſs, endeayoured to oppoſe my 
flight, 


0 „0% 
flight, but I parried his kixed bayo · 
net, and wounded him in the 
face. A ſecond centinel, meantime, =. 
came from the outworks, to ſeize. 
me behind, and I, to avoid him, 
made aſpring at the paliſadoes; there 
I was, unluckily, caught by the foot, 
and received a bayoftet . wound in 
my upper lip: thus entangled, they 
beat me with the butt-end. of their 
muſkets, and dragged me back 
to priſon, while 1 ſtruggled. and 
defended myſelf like a man e 
deſperate. 
Tertain it is, had I more e 
jumped. the paliſadoes, and diſ- 
patched the centinel who oppoſed 
me, I might have eſcaped, and gain- 
ed the mountains. Thus might 1 
have fled to Bohemia, after having, 1 
at noon day, broke from the fortreſs 9 

„ of ; 
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of Glatz, ſprung paſt all i its centinels, 
over all its walls, and paſſed with 
impunity, in deſpite of the guard, 
who were under arms, ready to op- 


poſe me. I ſhould not, having a a 


ſword, have feared any ſingle oppo- 

nent, and was able to contend with | 

the ſwifteſt runners. 5 
That good fortune, which had ſo 


far attended me, forſook me at the 


paliſadoes, where hope was at an 
end. The ſeverities of impriſonment 
were increaſed; two centinels and an 


under officer were locked in w ith me, 


and were, themſelves, guarded by 
centinels without: I was beaten and ; 
wounded by the butt-ends of their 
muſkets, my right foot was ſprain- 
ed, I ſpit blood, and my wounds 
were not cured in leſs than a month. . 
A was, now, firſt, informed the 
ET King 
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- King had only condemned me to a 
year's impriſonment, / in order to 
learn whether his ſuſpicions were 
well founded. My mother had pe- 6 
titioned for me, and was anſwered, 
[Your ſon muſt remain a year impri- 
ſoned, as a puniſhment for his raſh 
correſpondence. 

Of this I was ignorant, 1 it was 
ſaid, in Glatz, my impriſonment was 
for life. I had only three weeks 
longer to repine at the loſs of liberty, 
when I made thisraſh attempt, Whar. 

muſt the King think? Was he not 
obliged to act with this ſeverity? 
How could prudence excuſe my 
impatience, thus to riſk a confiſ- 
cation, when I was certain of receiv- 
ing freedom, juſtification, and ho- 


- Nour, in three weeks? But, ſuch was 


my adverſe fate, circumſtances. all 
tended to injure and perſecute me, 
F3 | till, | 
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till, at length, I gave reaſon to p- 
poſe I was a traitor, notwithſtanding 
the purity of my intentions. 
Once more, then, was I in a dun- 
geon, and no ſooner was I there, 
than I formed new projects of Blight: 
I firſt gained the intimacy of my 
guards; I had money, and this, with 
the compaſſion I had inſpired, might 
effect any thing among diſcontented 
Pruſſian ſoldiers. Soon had I gained 
thirty-two men, who were ready to 
execute, on the firſt ſignal, whatever 
I ſhould command. Two or three ex- 
cepted, they were unacquainted with 
each other; they, conſequently, could 
not all be betrayed at a time; and I 
had choſen the under- officer, Nicho- 
Jai, to head them. 5 
The garriſon conſiſted only of one 


hundred and twenty men, from the 


_—_ YN the reſt being diſ- 
| perſed 
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perſed in the country of Glatz, and 
four officers, their commanders, 
three of whom were in my intereſt. 
Every thing was prepared; ſwords 
and piſtols were concealed in an 
oven, which was in my priſon. We 
intended to give liberty to all the 
priſoners, and retire, by bent af 
zünden into Bohemia. | 

Unfortunately, an Auſtrian As 
ſerter, to whom Nicholai had im- 
parted our deſign, went and diſco- 
vered our conſpiracy. The gover- 
nor, inſtantly, ſent his adjutant to the 
citadel, with orders that the officer 
on guard ſhould arreſt Nicholai, and, 
with his men, take | ans of the | 
caſemate. 

Nicholai was one of the — and 
the lieutenant was my friend, and, 
being in the ſecret, gave the ſignal 
that all was diſcovered.” Nicholai, 3 

F 4 | only, 
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only, knew all the conſpirators, ſeve- 
ral of whom were, that day, on guard. 
He, inſtantly, formed his reſolution, 
leaped into the caſemates, crying, 
«Comrades, to arms, we are be- 
ce trayed!“ All followed to the guard- 
houſe, where they ſeized on the car- 
tridges, the officer having only eight 
men, and, threatening to fire on who- 
ever ſhould offer reſiſtance, came to 
deliver me from priſon; but the iron 
door was too ſtrong, and the time 
too ſhort, for that to be demoliſhed. 
Nicholai, calling to me, bid me aid 
them, but in vain; and, perceiving 
nothing more could be done for me, 
this brave man, heading nineteen 
others, marched to the gate of the 
citadel, where there was an under- 
officer, and ten ſoldiers, obliged theſe 
to accompany him, and thus arrived, 
ſafely, at Braunau, in Bohemia; for, 

| before 
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before the news was ſpread through 
the city, and men were collected 
for the purſuit, they were nearly 
half way on their journey. 
Two years after, I met with this 
extraordinary man at Ofenbourg, 
where he was a writer: he entered, 
immediately, into my ſervice, and 
became my friend, but died, ſome 
months after, of a burning fever, at 
my quarters in Hungary, at which 
I was deeply grieved, for his me- 
mory will ever be dear to me. 
Now was I expoſed to all the 
ſtorms of ill fortune: a proſecution 
was entered againſt me as a conſpi- 
rator, who wanted to corrupt the of- 
ficers and ſoldiers of the King. 
They commanded me to name the 
remaining conſpirators; but to theſe 
queſtions I made no anſwer, except 
by ſtedfaſtly declaring J was, an 
510150 F 5 | inno- 
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innocent. priſoner, an officer unjuſtly 
broken; unjuſtly, becauſe I had ne- 
ver been brought to trial; that, con- 
ſequently, I was releaſed from all my 
engagements; nor could it be thought 
extraordinary that I ſhould avail 
myſelf of that law of nature, which 
gives every man a right to defend 
his honour defamed, and ſeek, by 
every poſſible means, to regain his 
liberty: that ſuch had been my ſole 
purpoſe in every enterpriſe I had 
formed, and ſuch ſhovid ſtill conti- 
nue to be, for I was determined on 
the purſuit, till I ſhould either be 
crowned with ſucceſs, or loſe my life 
In the attempt. 

Things thus remained; every pre- 
caution was taken, except that I was 
not put in irons; it being a law, in 
Pruſſia, that no gentleman, or officer, 
can be loaded with AY unleſs he 

has, 


prevent, at laſt wrote —— 
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has, firſt, for ſome crime, been 
delivered over to the executioner, 
and, certainly, this had not been my 
__ +; 

The ſoldiers were withdrawn from 
my chamber; but the greateſt ill was 
I had expended all my money, and 
my kind miſtreſs, at Berlin, with 
whom I had always correſponded, 
and which my perſecutors could not 
£500 My tears flow with yours; th 
«evil is without remedy I dare 
© no more—eſcape if you can. My 
«fidelity will ever be the ſame, 
cc when it ſhall be poſſible for me to 
te ſerve you. — Adieu, — unhappy 
« friend: you merit a better fate.“ 

This letter was a thunderbolt ;— 
my comfort, however, ſtill was, that 
the officers were not ſuſpected, and 
that it was their duty to viſit my 

F 6 cham- 
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chamber ſeyeral times a day, and 


examine what paſſed; from which 


circumſtance I felt my hopes ſome- 


what reyive, Hence, an adventure 
happened, which is almoſt unex- 


ampled in tales of knight- erran- 
KN... — 

1A, lieutenant, whoſe name was 
Bach, a Dane by nation, mounted 
guard every fourth day, and was the 


terror of the whole garriſon; for, be- 


ing a perfect maſter of arms, he was 
inceſſantly involved in quarrels, and 
generally left his marks behind him, 
He had ſerved in two regiments, 
neither of which would aſſociate 
with him for this reaſon, and he had 


been ſent to the garriſon regiment | 


at Glatz, as a puniſhment. 

Bach, one day, fitting beſide me, 
related how, the evening- before, he 
bad wounded a lieutenant, of the 

| name 
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name of Schell, in the arm. I re- 
plied, laughing, had 1 my liberty, 1 


believe you would find ſome trouble 


in wounding me, for I have ſome 
{kill in the ſword. The blood, in- 


ſtantly, flew in his face; we ſplit off 
a kind of pair of foils from an old 


door, which had ſerved' me as a 


table, and, at the firſt lunge, I hit 
him on the breaſt. e 
His rage became ungovernable, 


and he left the priſon. What was 


my aſtoniſhment, when, a moment 


after, I ſaw him return, with two 


ſoldiers' ſwords, which he had con- 
cealed under his coat. Now, then, 
ce boaſter, prove,” ſaid he, giving 
me one of them, © what thou art 
able to do.” I endeavoured to pa- 
cify him, by repreſenting the danger, 


but ineffectually. He attacked me 


with 


3 
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with the utmoſt fury, and I wounded 
him in the arm. 

Throwing his ſword down, he 
now fell upon my neck, kiſſed me, 


and wept. At length, after ſine: 


convulſive emotions of pleaſure, he 
ſaid, Friend, thou art my maſter; 
« and thou muſt, thou ſhalt, by my 
ce aid, obtain thy liberty, as certainly 
« as my name is Bach,” We bound 
up his arm as well as we could. He 
left me, and, ſecretly,.went to a ſur- 
geon, to have it properly dreſſed, 
and, at night, returned. | 
He now remarked that it was hu- 


manly impoſſible I ſhould eſcape, - 
unleſs the officer on guard ſhould. 
deſert with me; that he wiſhed no- 


thing more ardently than to ſacrifice 
his life in my behalf, but that he 
could not reſolve ſo far to forget his 
honour and duty as todeſert, himſelf, 

e while 


while on guard: he, notwithſtandingy. 
gave me his word of honour he 
would find me ſuch a perſon, in a 
few days; and that, in the mean time, 
he would prepare every _ for 
my flight, | 
He returned the ſame evening, 
wingltx with him Lieutenant Schell, 
and, as he entered, ſaid, Here is 
* your man.” Schell embraced me, 
gave his word of honour, and, thus, 
was the affair fettled, and, as it pro-. 
ed, my liberty aſcertained. 
We now began to deliberate on 
the means neceſſary to obtain our 
purpoſe. Schell was juſt come from 
garriſon at Habelſchwert, to the ci- 
tadel of Glatz, and in two days was 
to mount guard over me, till when, 
our attempt was ſuſpended. I have 
before ſaid, I received no more ſup- 
plies from my beloved miſtreſs, and 
4 al Fr | my 


6 
my purſe, at preſent, only contained 
ſome ſix piſtoles. It was, therefore, 
reſolved that Bach ſhould go to 
Schweidnitz, and obtain money of 
a ſure friend of mine in that city. 
Here muſt I inform the reader 
that, at this time, the officers and I, 
all, underſtood each other, Captain 
Roder alone excepted, who was exe 
act, rigid, and gave "RO on all 
occaſions *. . 
Major Quaadt was my ne 
by my mother's ſide, a good friendly 
man, and ardently deſirous I ſhould 


eſcape; ſeeing my calamities were, 


now, ſo much increaſed. The four 
lieutenants, who ſucceſſively mount- 
ed guard over me, were Bach, 


* I ſhall give a farther account, in my Nar- 


rative, of this man, which will bogh n 
and inſtruct the reader. 


; Wh £ Schecter | 
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Schroeder, Lunitz, and Schell. The 
firſt was the grand projector, and 


made all the preparations; Schell 


was to deſert with me; and Schroeder 


and Lunitz, W, ou after, were to 
follow. ee 

No one e to be ſurpriſed 
r officers of garriſon regiments 


ſhould be ſo ready to deſert. They 
are, in general, men of violent paſ- 
ſions, quarrelſome, overwhelmed with 
debts, or unfit for ſervice. They are, 
generally, ſent to garriſon, as a pu- 

niſhment, and are called the refuſe 


of the army. Diſſatisfied with their 


| ſituation, their pay much reduced,and 
deſpiſed by. the troops, ſuch men, 


expecting advantage, may be brought 
to engage in the moſt deſperate un- 
dertaking. None of them can hope 
for their diſcharge, and they live in 


the utmoſt poverty. They all hoped, 


by my means, to better their for- 
tune, 


60 ung CY 
tune, 1 always having had money 
enough; and, with money, nothing 
is more eaſy than to find friends, in 
places where each individual is de- 
ſirous of eſcaping from ſlavery. 

The talents of Schell were of a 
ſuperior order; he fpoke and wrote 
ſix languages, and was well ac- 
quainted with all the fine arts. He 
had ſerved in the regiment of Fou- 
quet; had been injured by his co- 
lonel, who was a Pomeranian, and 
Fouquet, who was no friend to well- | 
informed officers, had ſent, him to A 
garriſon regiment. He had, twice, 
demanded his diſmiſſion, but the 
King ſent him to- this ſpecies of 
impriſonment; he, then, determined 
to avenge himſelf by deſerting, and: 
Was ready to aid me in recovers. 
ing my freedom, that he might, 
ita ſpite Fouquet. f 
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Iſhall ſpeak more, hereafter, of this 


extraordinary man, that I may not, 
in this place, interrupt my ſtory.— 


We determined every thing-ſhould 


be prepared againſt the firſt time 
Schell mounted guard, and that 
our project. ſhould be executed on 
the next. Thus, as he mounted 


guard every four days, the eighth 


was to be that of our flight. 

The governor, meantime, hadibeen 
informed how familiar I was become 
with the officers, at which, taking 
offence, he ſent orders that my door 


ſhould no more' be opened, but that 


I ſhould receive my food through 


A ſmall window that had been made 


for that purpoſe, 'The care of the 
priſon was committed to the major, 
and he was forbidden to eat with 
me, under pain of being broken. 
His precautions were ineffectual; 
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the officers procured a falſe key, and 
remained with me half the * and 
night. 

Beſide my priſon was that of Cap- 

tain Damnitz. This man had de- 
ſerted from the Pruſſian ſervice, with 
the men belonging to his company, 
to Auſtria, where he obtained a 
commiſſion in his couſin's regiment, 
who having prevailed on him to ſerve 
as a ſpy, during the campaign of 
1744, he was taken in the Pruſſian 
territories, known, and condemned 
to be hanged. 1 . 
Some ' Swediſh: volunteers, who 
were then in the army, intereſted. 
themſelves. in his behalf, and his 
ſentence was changed to perpetual 
impriſonment, with a ſentence of 
infamy. 1 

This wretch, who, two years after, 
by his protectors, not only obtained 

his 


E 


his liberty but a lieutenant-colonel's 


commiſſion, was, then, the ſecret ſpy | 
of the major over the priſoners; 


and he remarked that, notwithſtand- 


ing the expreſs prohibition laid on 
the officers, they ſtill paſſed the 


greater part of their time in my 


company. | 
The 24th of December came, and 


Schell mounted guard. He entered 


my priſon, immediately, where he 


continued a long time, and we made 
our arrangements for flight when he 


next ſhould mount guard. 
Lieutenant Schroeder, that day, 


dined with the governor, and heard 
orders given to the adjutant that 
Sehell ſhould be taken from the 


guard, and put under arreſt. 


Schroeder, who was in the ſe- 


cret, had no doubt but that we 
were betrayed, not knowing that 
: 5 the 


= 
CE endo el —— — — —— — 4 1 


2 2 


—— ax ogra ee 


E 
. — 2 0 a 1 5 
a * 
erat —— ũB— —ůͥ.än ; ũ •ꝝ e_ GAA 


a: Er EET EE 


. 
| 

| 

| 

| 
1 


— — 
———— Im: 


— ä — — — 


e 


— 
— DC LAT0E, hg 1 _ 


- 
” 
NN OR ae aha — 


4 
1 
\Þ 
* + 
i 
' 
| 
1 
x 
Þ 
* 


( 118 * 

the ſpy Damnitz had informed ihe, 
governor, that Schell was then i 10 my 
chamber. 

Shroeder, full of terror, came 
running to the citadel, and ſaid to FJ 
Schell,“ Save thyſelf; friend; all is 
ce diſcovered, and thou wilt, inſtant- 
ce ly, be put under arreſt,” | 

Schell might, eafily, have pro- 
vided for his own ſafety, by flying 
ſingly, Schroeder having prepared 
horſes, on one of which he, himſelf, 
offered to ee him into Bo- 

hemia. 

How did this 1 man, in a 
moment ſo dangerous, act towards 
his friend? 

Running, ſuddenly, into my priſon, 
he drew a'corporal's ſabre from un- 
der his coat, and ſaid, © Friend, we 
cc. are e follow me, only do 

] 07 . : 11 not > 


- © ann 3 
< not ſuffer. me to fall, alive, into 
& the hands of my enemies.” 8 
1 would have ſpoken, but, inter- 
rupting me, and taking me by the 
hand, he added, Follow · me, 1 
<« have not a moment to loſe.“ 
therefore, ſlipt on my coat 2 ; 
boots, without having time to take 
the little money I had left; and, 
as we went out of the priſon, Schell 
ſaid to the centinel, “ am taking 
« the priſoner into the officer 5 
« apartment; ſtand where you are.“ | 
Into this room we, really, vent. 
but paſſed out at the other door. 0 
The deſign of Schell was to go a 
under the Arſenal, which was not 
far off, to gain the covered way, 


leap the paliſadoes, and, afterwards, 8 | 
_ eſcape the beſt we might, t . | 
Me had ſcarcely gone a hu undred. , 


(6120) 

paces before we met the adjutant 
and Majer Quaadt. > 

Schell ſtarted back, ſprang upon 
the rampart, and leaped from the 
wall, which was, there, not very 
high. - I followed, and alighted un- 
hurt, except having grazed my 
ſhoulder. . My poor friend was not 
ſo fortunate, having put out his 
ancle. He, immediately, drew his 
ſword, preſented it to me, and beg- 
ged me to diſpatch him, and fly. 
He was a ſmall weak man: but, far 
from complying with his requeſt, I 
took him in my arms, threw. him 
over the paliſadoes, afterwards got 
him on my back, and began to run, 
without very well unt which 
way I went, jy 

It may not be unneceſſary to re- 
mark thoſe fortunate circumſtances 
that {gyoured our enterpriſe. | 


The 


C. wah ) 


Tze ſun had juſt ſet as we took 


to flight; the hoar froſt fell. No 
one would run the ſame riſk we had 
done, by making ſo dangerous a 
leap. We heard a terrible noiſe 
behind us. Every body knew us; 
but, before they could go round the 


Citadel, and through the town, in 


order to purſue us, we had got a 
full half league. 

The alarm guns were fired 108 
we were a hundred paces diſtant; at 
which my friend was very much 
terrified, knowing that, in ſuch caſes, 
it was, generally, impaſſible to 
eſcape from Glatz, unleſs the fugi- 
tives had got the ſtart full two hours 
before the alarm guns were fired 
the paſſes being, immediately, all 


ſtopped by the peaſants and chuſſars, 
who are exceedingly vigilant. No 


ſooner is a priſoner miſſed than the |; 
gunner runs from the guard-houſe, 
* G and 


( 122 ) 

and fires the cannon on the three 
ſides of the fortreſs, which are kept 
loaded, day and night, for that _— . 
poſe. | | 
We were not five wind Fr | 
from the walls, when all, before us 
and behind us, were in motion. It 
was day-light when we leaped, yet 
was our attempt as fortunate as it 
was wonderful: this I attribute to 
my preſence of mind, and the repu- 
tation I had already acquired, which 
made it thought a ſervice of danger 
for two or three men to attack me. 

It was, beſide, imagined we were 
well provided with arms for our de- 
fence; and it was little ſuſpected 
that Schell had only his ſword, and 
I an old corporal's ſabre. 

Among the officers commanded. 
to purſue us was Lieutenant Bart, 
my intimate friend. Captain Zerbſt, 
of the regiment of Fouquet, who 


TX F 


Had always teſtified the kindneſs of _ 
a brother towards me, met us on 
the Bohemian frontiers, and called 
to me, make to the left, brother, 
and you will ſee ſome lone houſes, 


which are on the Bohemian con- 


fines: the huſſars have rode ſtraight ; 


forward, He then paſſed on, as if aa 
not ſeen us. 


Me had nothing to fear from the 


lien) for the intimacy in the 


Pruſſian army was, at that time, ſo 
great, and the word of honour ſo 


ſacred, that, during my rigorous 
detention at Glatz, I had been, once, 
ſix and thirty hours hunting at Neu- 
rode, at the ſeat of Baron Stillfriede: 
Lunitz had taken my place in the 


priſon, which the major knew when 
he came to make his viſit. Hence 


may be gathered how great was the 
confidence in which the word of the 
unfortunate Trenck was held at 
85 | 8 2 ö Glatz; 
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'Glatz; ſinde they did not fear let. 
ting him leave his dungeon, and 
hunt on the very confines of Bohe- 
mia. This ſhews the governor was 
deceived, in deſpite of his watohful- 
neſs and orders, and that a man of 
honour, with money, and a good 
head and heart, will never want 
friends. 227 0 


202 
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Theſe my memoirs Will be the 
picture of hat the national charac- 
ter then was; and will prove that, 
with officers who lived like Brothers, 
and held their words ſo ſacred, the 
great Frederic well 1 . vanguilh © 
his enemies. 

Arbitrary power hin: now intro- 

duced the whip of flavery, ' and me- 
cchanic ſubordination has eradicated 
theſe noble and rational ancitements 
to concord and honour. Inſtead of 
"theſe, miſtruſt and ſlaviſn fear have 
JO T fpirit of the 
- Bran- 
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Brandenburg warrior deelines, and 
into this error have moſt of the 
other European fates fallen. 

Scarcely had I borne my friend 
three hundred paces before I ſar 
him down, and looked round me, 
but darkneſs came on ſo faſt that I 
could fee neither town nor citadel ; 


conſequently, we ourſelves could 


not be ſeen. 
My preſence of mind did not for- 
fake me: death, or freedom, was my 


etermination. Where are we, 


Schell? ſaid I to my friend. Where 
5 does Bohemia lie? On which fide is 


: the, river Neiſs? The worthy man 


could make no anſwer : his mind 
was all confuſion, and he deſpaired 
7 of o our eſcape: he ſtill, however, en- 
treated I would not let him be taken 
alive, and affirmed . JaOgur was 
all i in vain. 


After having promiſed, by all 
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that was ſacred, I would fave him 
from an infamous death, if no other 
means were left, and thus raiſed his 
ſpirits, he looked round, and knew, 
by ſome trees, we were not far from 
the city gates. I aſked him, Where 
is the Neiſs? He pointed ſideways— 
*All Glatz has ſeen us fly towards 
« the Bohemian mountains; it is im- 
10 poſſible we ſhould avoid the huſ- 
« ſars, the paſſes beingall guarded, and 
« we beſet with enemies.“ So faying, 
I took him on my ſhoulders, and 
carried him to the Neiſs: here we, 
| diſtinctiy, heard the alarm ſounded 
in the villages, and the peaſants, 
who, likewiſe, were to form the line 
of deſertion, were, every where, in 
motion, and ſpreading the alarm. 
As it may not be known to all my 
readers in what manner they pro- 
ceed, on theſe occaſions, in Pruſſia, 

4 1 will, 


. 
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1 will, here, give a ſhort account of 


Officers are daidy 3 the 
parade, whoſe duty it is to follow 
fugitives, a as ſoon as the alarm guns 
are fired. 2 | 
The peaſants in the villages, like- 
wiſe, are daily appointed to. run to 
the guard of certain. poſts. The 
_ officers, immediately, fly to | theſe 
poſts, to ſee that the peaſants do their 
duty, and prevent the priſoner's 
eſcape, Thus does. it ſeldom hap- 
pen that a ſoldier can effect his 
eſcape, unleſs he be, at the very 
leaſt, an hour on his road before the 
alarm guns are fired. | | 
- I now return to my ſtory. 
Il came to the Neiſs, which was a 
little frozen, entered it, with my 
friend, and carried him as long as 
1 could wade; and when I could not 
ſel the bottom, which was not for 
G4 more 
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mote than eighteen feet, he clung 


round me, and, thus, we got, ſafely, 
to the other ſhore. 

My father taught all his fons to 
ſwim, for which I have often had to 


thank him; ſince, by means of this 


art, which is eafily learnt in child- 
hood, I had, on various occaſions, 
preſerved my life, and was more 
bold in danger. Princes, who with 


to male their ſubzects foldiers, 


ſhould have them educated ſo as te 
fear neither fire nor water. How 
great would be the advantage of 
being able to eroſs, with whole bat- 
talions, when it is neceflary to at- 


tack, or retreat before, the enemy, 


and time will not permit to pre- 


pare bridges! 


The reader will eaſily ſuppoſe 
ſwimming in the midſt of Decem- 
ber, and remaining, afterwards, 


eighteen hours in the open ai was 


a ſevere 


( 229 ) R 
2 ſevere hardſhip, About * N 
o'clock the hoar fog was ſucceeded 
by froſt and moon-· light. The car- 
rying of my friend kept me warm, 


it is true, but 1 began to be tired, 


while he ſuffered every thing that 
froſt, the pain of a diſlocated foot, 
which I, in vain, endeavoured to 
reſet, and the dan ger of death, from 
a thouſand hands, could inflict. 
We were ſomewhat more .tran- 
quil, however, having reached the 
oppoſite ſhore of the Neiſs, ſince no 
body would purſue us on the road 
to Sileſia. I fallowed the courſe of 
the river for half an hour, and, hav- 
ing once paſſed the firſt villages 
that formed the line of deſertion, 
with which Schell was perfectly 
acquainted, we, in a lucky moment, 
found a fiſnerman s boat moored to 


the more: into this. we leaped, 
. en 
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croſſed the river again, and ſoon 


gained the mountains. 
Here being come, we ſat ourſelves 


down awhile on the ſnow; hope 


revived in our hearts, and we held 


council concerning how it was beſt 
to aft. I cut a ſtick to aſſiſt Schell 


in hopping forward, as well as he 


could, when I was tired of carrying 
him; and thus we continued our 
route, the difficulties of which were 
increaſed by the mountain ſnows. 
Thus paſſed the night, during 
which, up to the middle in ſnow, 
we made but little way. There 
were no paths tg be traced in the 
mountains, and they were, in many 
places, impaſſable. Day, at length, 


appeared: we thought ourſelves 


near the frontiers, which are twenty 
Engliſh miles from Glatz, when we, 
fuddenly, to our great terror, heard 
city clock anke. al 
1 Over- 


n 
Overwhelmed, as we were, by 
3 cold, fatigue, and pain, it 
was impoſſible we ſhould hold out 
through the day. After ſome con- 
ſideration, and another half hour's. 


labour, we came to a village, at the 


foot of the mountain, on the fide 


of which, about three hundred paces 
from us, we perceived two ſeparate 


houſes, . which inſpired us with a 
ſtratagem, that was ſucceſsful. _ 
We loft our hats, in leaping the 
ramparts ; but Schell had preſerved 


his ſcarf and gorget, which would 


give him authority * the pea- 
ſants. 
1, then, cut my finger, rubbed the 
blood: over my. face, my ſhirt, and 
my coat, and bound up my head, 
to. give me the appearance of a man 


dangerouſly wounded. 


In this condition 1 carried NR 


to the end of the wood: not far from 


% we: 


— | 
theſe houſes; here he tied my hands 
behind my back, but ſo that I could, 


eaſily, diſengage them in caſe of 


need ; and hobbled after me, by aid 
of his ſtaff, calling for help. 
Two old peaſants appeared, and 


Schell commanded them to run 


to the village, tel a magiſtrate 
to come immediately with a cart, 
4 ] have ſeized this knave,” added 
he, © who has killed my horſe, 
« and, in the ſtruggle, put out my 
« ancle ; however, I have wounded 
and bound him; fly quickly, bring 


« a cart, leſt he ſhould die before he 


« is hanged.” 
As for me, I ſuffered myſelf to 
be led, as if half dead, into the 


houſe. A peaſant was diſpatched to 


the village. An old woman, and a 
pretty girl, ſeemed to take great pity 
on me, and gave me ſome bread and 


milk: but how great was our afto- 


2 | niſhment 
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niſhment when the aged peaſant 
called Schell by his name, and told 
him he well knew we were deſerters, 
having, the night before, been at a 
neighbouring alehouſe, where the 
officer in purſuit of us came, named 
and deſcribed us, and related the 


whole hiſtory of our flight. The | 
peafant knew Schell, becauſe his fon | 
fetved in his company, and had often s 


Fpoken of him when he was quar- 
tered at Habelſch wert. 

Preſence of mind, and reſolution, 
was all that were now left. I, in- 
ſtantly, ran to the ſtable, while Schell 
detained the peaſant in the chamber. 
He, however, was a worthy man, 
and directed him the road towards 
Bohemia, We were, ſtill, but about 
ſome ſeven miles from Glata, having 
loſt ourſelves among the mountains, 
where we had wandered many miles, 

I The N followed me: I found 
e three 
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three horſes in the ſtable, but no 
bridles. I conjured her, in the moſt 
paſſionate manner, to aſſiſt me: ſhe 
was affected, ſeemed half willing to 
follow me, and gave me the two 
bridles. I led the horſes to the 
door, called Schell, and helped him, 
with his lame leg, on horſeback. 
The old peaſant, then, began to 
weep, and beg I would not take his 
horſes; but he, luckily, wanted cou- 
rage, and, perhaps, the will to im- 
pede us; for, with a ſingle dung- 
fork, in our then feeble condition, 
he might have ſtopped us long 
enough to have called in aſſiſtance 
from the village. | 
And, now, behold us on horſe- 
back, without hats or ſaddles ; 
Schell with his uniform ſcarf and 
gorget, and I in my red body guard 
coat. Still were we in danger of 
_— all our hopes vaniſn, for my 
horſe 


CF | 
horſe would not ſtir from the ſtable : 
however, at laſt, good horſeman 
like, I made him move: Schell led 
the way, and we had ſcarcely gone 
a hundred paces before we peroeived 
the ' peaſants coming, in WO 


from the village. 


As kind fortune would ih it, 
the people were all at church, it 
being a feſtival : the peaſants Schell 
had ſent were obliged” to call aid 
out of church. It was but nine in 
the morning ; and, had the peaſants 
been at home, v we HOT vn loſt with- 
out hope. ONT 

We were obliged to __ the ras 
to Wunſhelburg, and' paſs through 
the town whey Schell had been 
quartered a month before, and 
every body knew him. Our dreſs, 
without hats or ſaddles, ſufficiently 
proclaimed we were deſerters: our 
horſe, however, continued to go 
1818 tole- 
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tolerably well, and we had the good 


lock to get through the town, al- 


though there was a garriſon of one 
hundred and eighty infantry, and 
twelve horſe, purpoſely to arreſt 
deſerters. Schell knew the road 
to Brummem, where we arrived at 


eleven o'clock, after having met, 


as I before mentioned, Captain 
ft ²˙— em alt 
He, alone, who has been in the 


fame ſituation, can imagine, though 


he never can defcribe, all the joy we 


felt. An innocent man, languiſhing 
in a dungeon, who, by his own en- 


deavours, has broken his chains, 


and regained his liberty, in deſpite 


of all the arbitrary power of princes 
who, vainly, would oppoſe him, con- 


ceives, in moments like theſe, ſuch. 


abhorrence of all deſpotiſm that I 
could not well comprehend how 1 


ever. could reſolve to live under 


govern- 


C 37 » 

governments where wealth, con- 
tent, honour, liberty, and. life, all, 
depend upon a maſter's: will, and 
who, were his intentions the moſt 


pure, could not be able, ſingly, to 


do juſtice to a whole nation 
Never did I, during life, feel 

pleafure more exquiſite than at this 
moment. My friend, for me, had 
tiſked a ſhameful death, and, now, 
after having carried him at leaft 
twelve hours on my ſhoulders, I 
had ſaved” both him and myſelf, 
We, certainly, would not have ſuf< 
ſered any man to carry us, alive, 
again to Glata, Yet this was but the 
firſt act of the tragedy of which I 
was doomed the hero, and the 
mournful incidents of which, all, 
aroſe out of, mme 
other. f 
Could 1 have read the: book of 

"_ and have ſeen the forty years 
« fearful 
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fearful afflictions that were to fol- 
low, I, certainly, ſhould not have 
rejoiced at this my eſcape from 
Glatz. One year's patience might 


have appeaſed the irritated monarch, 
and, taking a retroſpect of all that 


has paſſed, I, now, find it would 
have been a fortunate circumſtance; 
had the good and faithful Schell 
and I never met, ſince he, alſo, fell 
Into a train of misfortunes, which 


I ſhall,' hereafter, relate, and from 


which he could never extricate 


himſelf, but by death. The ſuffer- 


ings, which I have ſince undergone, 


will be read with aſtoniſhment. 


It is my conſolation that the laws 


of honour and nature, both, juſtify 


the action. I may ſerve as an ex- 
ample of the fortitude with which 


danger ought to be encountered, and 


ſhew monarchs that, in Germany, 
as well as in Rome, there are men 


6 „ 


(6 
who! 'refuſe 0 crouch beneath the 
yoke of deſpotiſm, and that philoſo- 
phy and reſolution are ſtronger than 
even thoſe lords of ſlaves, with all 


their threats, whips, e and 


N uoenty of death. 


In Pruſſia, where my „ ſufferings 
might have made me ſuppoſed” the 


worſt of traitors, is my innocence 
univerſally acknowledged; and, in- 


ſtead of contempt, there have I gain- 


ed the love of the whole nation, 
which is the beſt compenſation for 


all the ills I have ſuffered, and for 


having perſevered in the virtuous 
principles taught me in my youth, 
perſecuted, as I have been, by envy, 


and malicious power. I have not 


time further to moralize; the nu- 
merous incidents of my life would, 
otherwiſe, ſwell re te n to too 
een ee %³ĩð5] 8 
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„ Thus, in freedom, at Braunau; on 
the Bohemian frontiers, I ſent the 
two horſes, with the corporabs 
fword, back to General Fouquet, at 
Glatz. The letter accompanying 
them was ſo pleaſing to him that 
all the centinels, before my priſon 
door, as well as the guard under 
arms, and all thoſe we paſſed, were 
obliged to run the gauntlet, although, 
declared my eſcape was now render - 
ed impoſſible. He, however, was 
deceived ; and thus do the mean re- 
venge themſelves on the miſerable, 
and the tyrant on the innocent. 
And now, for the firſt time, did Iquit 
my country, and fly, like Joſeph from 
the pit into which his falſe brethren 
had caſt him: and, in this the preſent 
moment of joy for my eſcape; the 
loſs even or friends and country 
4 ap 


+ BY 


( ax ) 
appeared, to me, che n of vod 
fortune. e 
The eſtates which bad pro: pur- 
chaſed by the bloed of my fore- 
fathers were confiſcated; and thus 
was a youth, of one of the nobleſt 
families in the land, whoſe heart wat 
all zeal for the ſerviee of his king 
and country, and who was among 
thoſe moſt capable to render them 
ſervice, baniſhed, by this unjuſt and 
miſled King, and treated like the 
worſt of eee eng 
rraitors.. JOE 94-7 
I wrote to the King, and feacthim 
a true ftate-of my cafe ;| ſent indu- 
bitable proofs of my innocence, and 
ſupplicated JR” but e 
no anſwer. R ERH Hus 100 9: 2 
In this: ebend may be Joſt 
POR leaſt in my apprehenſion. A 
wicked man had maliciouſliy and 
1 1 aceuſed me; Colonel Ja- 
ſchinſky 


| ( 142 ) 
ſchinſky. had made him ſuſpect me 
for a traitor, and it was impoſſible | 
he ſhould read my heart. The firſt 
act of injuſtice had been haſtily com- 
mitted ; I had been condemned un- 
heard, unjudged, and the injuſtice 
that had been done me was known 
too late; Frederic the Great. found 
he was not oinfallible. - Pardon :I 
would: not aſk, for I had committed 
no. offence; and the King would not, 
probably, own, by a reverſe of con- 
duct, he had been guilty of injuſtice. 
My reſolution increaſed his obſti- 
nacy; but, in the diſcuſſion, of the 
cauſe, our power was very unequal. 
he monarch once really loved me; 
he meant my puniſhment: ſhould only 
be temporary, and as a trial of my 
fidelity. That 1 had only been con- 
demned to à year's impriſonment 
had never been told- me, and was a 
4 10 did not learn till long after. 
_ 
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Major Doo, who, as I have ſaid, 
Vas the creature of Fouquet, a mean 
and covetous man, knowing I had 
money, had always acted the part of 
a protector, as he pretended to me, 
and continually told me I was con- 
demned for life. He perpetually 
turned the converſation on the great 
credit of his general with the King, 
and his own great credit with the 
general. For the preſent of a horſe, 


on which I rode to Glatz, he gave 


me the freedom of walking about 
the fortreſs ; and for another, worth 
a hundred ducats, I reſcued Enſign 
Reitz from death, who had been be- 
trayed, when endeavouring to effect 
our eſcape. I have been aſſured 
that, on that very day on which 1 
ſnatched his ſword from his ſide, deſ- 
Perately paſſed through the garriſon, _ 
and leaped the walls of the rampart, _ 
he was expreſsly come to tell me, after - 
Cuties: UI ſome 
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ſome prefatory threats, that, by his 
general's interceſſion, my puniſh 
ment was. only to be a year's im- 
| priſonmeat, and that, conſequently, 
J hould be releaſed in a few days. 
Ho vile were means like theſe, 
to wreſt money from the unfortu- 
nate! The King, after this my mad 
flight, certainly, was neuer informed 
of the major's baſe cunning; he 
could only be told that, rather than 
wait arfew days, I had choſen, in this 
deſperate manner, to make my an. 
and go over to the enemy. 7:5 WE 
Thus deceived, and 2 
in his ſuſpicions, muſt he nat ima- 


Fgine my deſire to forſake my coun- 


try, and go over to the enemy, was 
unbounded? How could he do other- 
wiſe than impriſon a ſubject, who 
thus endeavoured to injure him, and 
aid his foes? Thus, by the calum- 
nies of wicked men, did my cruel 
AG 0 ns deſtiny 
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deſtiny daily become more ſevere; $ 
and, at length, render the deceived 
monarch irreconcileable and cruel. 
| Yet how could it be ſuppoſed 
that I would not willingly have re- 
mained three weeks longer in priſon, 
to have been honourably reſtored to 
liberty ; to have prevented the con- 
fiſcation of my eſtate; and to have 
once more returned to my vet 
miſtreſs at Berlin? : 
And now was I, in Bohemia, a fu⸗ 
gitive ſtranger, without money, pro- 
tector, or friend, and Fer 18 12 
years of ag. , 
In the cam paign of 1 744, Thad been | 
quartered at Braunau, with a weaver 
whom I adviſed, and aſſiſted, to bury | 
his effects, and preſerve them from 
being plundered. The worthy man 


received us with joy and grati itude. 
1 had lived in this ſame houſe, but 


two © hav before, as abſolute maſter . 


l 
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of him and his fate. 1 WE then, 
nine horſes and five ſervants, with 


the higheſt and moſt favourable 


hopes of ſuturity: but now I came 


a. fugitive, ſeeking, protection, and 


; having loſt all a youth like me had | 
to loſe. 


I had but a angle louis * or in my 


purſe, and Schell forty kreutzers, or 
ſome three ſhillings : with this ſmall 
ſum, in a ſtrange country, we had to 
cure his ſprain, and e n 
our wants. 


1 was determined not to go to my 


couſin T renck, at Vienna, fearful 
this mould ſeem a juſtification of 
all my imputed treaſons; J rather 


wiſhed. to embark for the Eaſt. Indies, 


than to have recourſe to this expe- 
dient. The greater my delicacy was, 
the greater became my diſtreſs. I 


wrote to my miſtreſs at Berlin, but 
received no anſwer; poſſi bly, be- 
. 2 cauſe 


; ((._10pr, 
. eauſe I could not indicate any cer- 


tain mode of conveyance. My mo- 


ther believed me guilty, and aban- 
doned me; my brothers were ſtill 


minors, and my friend, at Schweid- 


 nitz; cauld not aid me, nen yoo 
to:Konigſberg,, 
After three weeles ahade: at is 
nau, my friend recovered of his 
lameneſs: We had been obliged to ſell 
my watch, with his ſcarf, andigorgery 


to ſupply our neceſſities; and G re 


1494 


four florins remaining. 


From the public W win - 
my couſin, the Auſtrian -Treneky 
was; at this time, cloſelyconfined, and 
under criminal proſecution. It will 
eaſily be imagined mow nen this: | 


news had upon ne. 


Never, tilb tow; had 1 felt coping 5 
convenience from poverty; ny wants 


bad all been amply. ſupplied, and 
e lived among, and been 


1009 2 8 highly 
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highly loved and eſteemed by, the 
firſt;people of the land. I was now 
deſtitute; without aid; and undeter- 
mined how to Ine amployment'ior 
_ obtainifame bi yin bi ont? 
At length! Aae to iravel; on 
foot, to Pruſſia, to my mother, and 
obtain money from her, and after- 
ward enter into the Ruſſian ſervice. 
Schell, whoſe deſtiny was linked to 
mine, would not forſake me. We 
aſſumed falſe: names: I called my- 
ſelf Knert, and Schell, Leſch; then, 
obtaining paſſports, like common 
deſerters, we left Braunau on the 
21ſt of January, in the evening, 
unſeen of any perſon, and proceeded 
towards Bilitz, in Poland. A friend 
I had at Neurode gave me a pair of 
pocket piſtols, a muſket, and three 
ducats: the money was ſpent at Brau- 
nau. Here let me take occaſion to 
remark, 1 had lent this friend, in 
Vilgt, 8 Ih ; urgent | 
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urgent neceſſity, a hundred ducats, 
which he ſtill owed me; and, when I 
5 ſent to requeſt payment, he returned 
me three, as if I had aſked charity. 

Though a circumſtantial deſcrip- 
tion of our travels would alone fill a 
volume, I ſhall only relate the moſt | 
| fingular accidents which happened 
to us; I ſhall alſo inſert the journal 
of our route, which my friend Schell 
had preſerved, and gave me, in 1776, 
when he came to ſee me at Aix-la- 
- Chapelle, after an en of thirty 
1 0 

This may be called ww firſt ſcene 
in which 1 appeared as an adven- 
turer, and, perhaps, my good fortune 
may even have overbalanced the bad, 
fince I have eſcaped death full thirty 
times, when the chances were, atleaſt, 
A hundred to one againſt me: certain 
it is, I undertook many things, in 
which I ſeemed to have owed my 
< IG” pre- 
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1 to the very raſhneſs of 
the action, and in which others, equal - 
ly brave, would have found death. 
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"Of travels on foot, from Braunau, in 
Bohemia, through Bilitz, in Poland, 
to Meſeritz; and from Meſeritz, by 
Thorn, to Elbing; in the whole 169 
miles à, perferivndl + without Paging 
or Nealing. 5 


1 

ne, 274%. Agile by 
Politz, to Nachod, three miles, we 
having three florins, n kreut- 
zers in our e 


* Vivian coking from four to 
ſeven Engliſh miles, and this variation appears 
to depend on the ignorance of the people, and 
on the roads being in ſome places but little 
frequented, It ſeems probable, the Baron 
and 1 friend might travel W 398 e 
rr. 


— 
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Jan. 19. To Neuſtadt. Here Schell 
harte red his uniform for an old coat; 


and a Jew gave him two florins fif- 
teen kreutzers in exchange; from 


hence we went to Reichenau; in all | 


three miles. | 
Jan. 20. We went to Leutomi- 


ſchel, five miles. Here I bought a 


loaf hot out of the oven, which, eat- 


ing greedily, had nearly cauſed my 
death. This obliged us to reſt a 


day, and the extravagant charge of 
the landlord almoſt emptied our 
purſe. 


Jan. 22. From Tribau to Zuit- 
taw in Moravia, four miles. 


Jan. 23. To Sternberg, ſix miles. 


This day s journey exceſſively fa- 


tigued poor Schell; *his ſpratned 


_ ancle being {till extremely weak. 


Jan. 24. To Leipnitz, four miles; 
in a a deep ſnow, and with be +4 | 
| H 5 o- 
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ſtomachs. Here I ſold my ſtock- 
buckle for four florins. 

Jan. 25. To Freyberg, by Weif- 
kirch, to Drachotuſch, five miles, 
Early in the morning we found a 
violin and caſe on the road; the 
innkeeper in Weiſkirch gave us two 
florins for it, on condition that he 
ſhould return it ro the owner, on 


proving his right, it being worth, at 


leaſt, twenty. _. 
Jan. 26. To Freideck, in Upper 
Sileſia, two miles. 


Jan. 27. Toa village, four miles 
and a half. 


Feb, 28 Through Scotſcha, to 
Bilitz, three miles. This was the 5 
laſt Auſtrian town on the frontiers of 
Poland; and Captain Capi, of the 
regiment of Mariſchall, who com- 
manded the garriſon, demanded our 
paſſports. We had falſe names, 
and called ourſelyes common Pruſ- 

ſian 


EY * 

fan PO. but a drummer, who 
had deſerted from Glatz, knew us, 
and betrayed us to the captain, who, 
immediately, arreſted us very rude- 
ly, and ſent us, on foot, to Teſchin, 
— us a | hearing, Tour? miles | 

diſtant. 1 10 Bale 
Here we e Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Baron Schwarzer, a perfectly 
worthy man, who was highly inter- 
eſted in our behalf, and who blamed: 
the irregular arbitrary conduct of 
Captain Capi. I frankly” related 
my adventures, and he uſed every 
poſſible argument to perſuade me, 
inſtead of continuing my journey 
through Poland, to go to Vienna; 
but in vain; my good genius, this 
time, preſerved me: would to God: 
it had ever! How many miſeries had 
1 then avoided, and how eaſily might: 
F have eſcaped the ſnares ſpread for 
me my the powerful, who have ſeized: 
; H 5 on 
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on my property, and, in order to ſe- 
cure it, have, hitherto, rendered me 
uſeleſs to the ſtate, by depriving me 


of all poſt or employment. 


1 Qreturned, therefore, a Gang 
time, to Bilitz, travelling theſe four 
miles once more. Schwarzer lent 


us his own horfe, and four ducats, 


which I have, ſince, repaid, but 


which I ſhall never forget, as they 


were of ſignal ſervice to me, and 
ee a pair of new boots. 


Irritated againſt Captain Capi, 
ve paſſed through Bilitz without 
ſtopping, went, immediately, to Biala, 
the firſt town in Poland, and, from | 


thence, I ſent. Capi a challenge to 


fight me, with ſword or piſtol, but : 


received no anſwer; and his non- 


appearance has ever confirmed him 
in my opinion a raſcal. 


And, here, ſuffer me to cakes 


. view of what was my 
then 
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Poland, indeed, I had that pi 


are the advantages which the love 
of honour, ſcience, courage, or de- 


C7. 


- hen ſituation. By the vida of 


Capi, I was ſent priſoner as a con- 
temptible common deſerter, and was 
unable to call him to account. a 


but was deſpiſed as a vagabond, be- 
cauſe of my poverty. What, alas! 


fire of fame can beſtow, wanting 
the means that ſhould introduce us” 
to, and bid us walk erect in preſence” 


of, our equals? Youth, depreſſed by | 2 


poverty, is robbed of the ſociety of 
thoſe who beſt can afford example 
and inſtruction. I had lived fami-! 
liar with the great; men of genius. 


had formed and enlightened me; 
I had been enomerated among the 
favourites of a court; and now was 
I a ſtranger, unknown, uneſteemed, 


** 


nay, contemned, obliged to endure 


the extremes of cold, hunger, and 
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thirſt; to wander many a weary mile, 


ſuffering both in body and mind, 


while every ſtep led me farther 


from her whom moſt I loved, and 


deareſt; yet had I no fixed plan, no 
certain knowledge in what theſe my 
labours and ſufferings ſhould end. 

Iwas too proud to diſcover my- 


_ ſelf; but, indeed, to whom could I 


diſcover myſelf in a ſtrange land ? 
My name might have availed me in 
Auſtria, but in Auſtria, where this 
name was known, would I not remain; 
rather than ſeek my fortune there, I 
was determined to ſhun whatever 
might tend to render me ſuſpicious in 
the eyes of my country. How liable 
was a temper, ſo ardent as mine, in 
the midſt of difficulties, fatigues, 
and diſappointments, hard to endure, 
to betray me into all thoſe errors of 
which raſh youth, unaccuſtomed to 
hardſhip, impatient of contrariety, 
are 


e 8 

are ſo often guilty! But I had taken 
my reſolution, and my faithfull 
Schell, to whom hunger, or eaſe, 
contempt, or fame, for my ſake, 
were become indifferent, did what- 
ever I deſired. ada ra fikn 

Once more to my journal, . ? 

Feb. 1. We proceeded four miles 
from Biala to Oſwintzin, I having 
determined to afk aid from my ſiſter, 
who had married Waldow, and lived, 
much at her eaſe, on a fine eſtate 
at Hammer in Brandenburgh,. be- 
tween Landſberg on the Warta and 
Meſeritz, a frontier town of Poland. 
For this reaſon. we continued our 
route all along the Sileſian confines 
to Meſeritz. 
Feb 2. To Bobrek and Elkufch 
five miles. We ſuffered much this day, 
| becauſeof the ſnow, and that the light- 


neſs of our dreſs was ill ſuited to ſuch 


ſevere weather. Schell, ne My, 
| 828 2 loſt 
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loft our purſe, in which were nine 
florins. I had ſtill, however, nine- 
teen groſch i in wy Pune ann eu 
a crown). FI | 

Feb. 3. To Cramelew, three 
miles; and a ; 

Feb. 4. To Wiidowitaud . 
reck, a ws e and from 
thence, on r 


Feb. 5. To eee whore c 


theres is a magnificent coent, con- 
cerning which, had I room, I might 
write many remarkable things, much 
to the diſgrace of its inhabitants. 
We ſlept at an inn kept by a 
very worthy man, whoſe name was 
Lazar. He had been a lieutenant 
in the Auſtrian ſervice, where he 
had ſuffered much, and was now be- 
come a poor innkeeper in Poland. 
We had not a penny in our purſe, 
and requeſted a bit of bread. The 
generous man had compaſſion- on 
„„ 1 nf 
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us, and deſired us to ſit down, and 2 


eat with himſelf. I, then, told him 
who we were, and truſted him; with 
the motives of our journey. Scarce- 
arrived, with three people. They 
had their own horles, a TY ax 
a coachman. 
This is a n idee 
and I muſt relate it Mg | 
though as- briefly as poſſible. 
- We had, before, met this carriage 
at Elkuſch, and one. of theſe people 
had aſked Schell where we were go- 
ing: he had replied, to Czenſtochowa;z 
we, therefore, had not the leaſt ſuſs 
picion of them, ieee the 
2 inn 
They lay at the inn, alten! us, 
but with indifference, not ſeeming 
to notice us, and ſpoke little. We had 
not been long in bed before our hoſt 
came to awaken us, and told us, with 
n theſe pretended merchants 
were 


—— 
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were ſent to arreſt us from Pruſſia: 


that they had offered, firſt, fifty, 
afterwards, a hundred ducats, if he 


would permit them to take us in his 
houfe, and carry us into Sileſia; that 
he had, firmly, rejected the propoſal, 
tough they had increaſed their pro- 
miſes; and that, at laſt, they had 
given n * . to apart F 
Pente. ft 2 | 

_ We cath fon eb ene an off | 
cer and under-officers ſent by Gene- 
ral Fouquet, to recover us. We 


conjectured by what means they 


had diſcovered our route, and ima- 


gined the information they had re- 


ceived could only come from one 
Lieutenant Mollinie, of the garriſon 


of : Habelſchwert, who: had come to 


viſit: Schell, as. a friend, during our 


| ſtay at Braunau. He had remained 
with us two days, and had aſked many 


queſtions concerning the road we 
ſhould take, and he was the only one 
„ = i who 


who knew it. He was, probably, the 


ſpy of Fouquet, and the cauſe of 


what happened afterwards, which, 


however, ended in the defeat of our 
enemies. BEA 


The moment I ha a ehigs in- * 


nenn treachery, I was for entering, 


with my piſtols primed, into the 
enemy's chamber, but was pre- 


vented by Schell and Lazar: the 


latter entreated me, in the ſtrongeſt | 
manner, to remain at his houſe till 
I ſhould receive a ſupply from my 
mother, that I might be enabled to 
continue my journey with more eaſe 
were ineffectual, I was determined 
to ſee her, uncertain as I was of 
what effect my letter had produced. 
| Lazar aſſured me we ſhould, moſt 


infallibly, be attacked on the road: 
80 much the better, retorted I; 


6 Ke will give me an opportpnity 7 
* 215 N 
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_ « of diſpatching them, ſending them 
to the other world, and ſhooting: 
* them as I would highwaymen.“ 
They departed at break of day, * 
took the road to Warſaw. I 
We would have been gone, like- 
ah but Lazar, in ſome ſort, forci- 
bly detained us, and gave us the ſix 
ducats he had received from the 
Pruſſians, with which we bought us 
each a ſhirt, another pair of pocket 
piſtols, and: other urgent neceſſaries; 
then took an affectionate leave of 
our hoſt, who directed us on our 
way, and we teſtified our gratitude. 
for the great ſervices done us. 
Feb. 6. From Czenſtochowa to. 
Dankow, two miles. Here we ex-- 
pected an attack. Lazar had told 
us our enemies had only one muſket; 
I, alſo, had a muſket, and an excel - 
lent ſabre, and each of us Was pro- 


vided with a Pair of . \ They 


8 A knew 
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knew: not we were ſo well armed, 
which, perhaps, was the cauſe of 
their panic, when they came to en- 
Sage. 
Feb. 7. We took hs * 1 
Parſemechi: : we had not been an 
hour on the road before we ſaw a 
carriage: as we drew near, we knew 
it to be that of our enemies, who 
pretended it was ſet in the ſnow. 
They were round it, and, when they 
ſaw us approach, began to call for 
, help. This, we gueſſed, was an arti- 
fice to entrap us. Schell was not 
ſtrong; they would all have fallen 
upon me, and we ſhould eaſily, have 
been carried off, a e to 
take us alive. 

We left the 3 8 
thirty, paces, anſwering, «we. had 
not time to give, them help; 

at Which they all ran to cheir Car= 
riage, drew out their piſtols, and, - 
| return 
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returning full ſpeed after us, called, 


Stop, raſcals! We began to run, but 
I, ſuddenly turning round, preſented 
my piece, and ſhot the neareſt dead 


on the ſpot. Schell fired his piſtols; 


our oppoſers did the ſame, and 
Schell received a ball in the neck at 
this diſcharge: It was now my turn; 
I took out my' piſtols, one of the 
aſſailants fled, and I, enraged, pur- 
ſued him three hundred paces, over- 
took him, and, as he was defending 
himſelf with his ſword, perceiving 


he bled, and made a feeble reſiſtance, 


preſſed upon him, and gave him 4 
ſtroke that brought him down. L. 
iſtantly, returned to Schell, who 


I found in the power of two others 
that were dragging him towards the 
carriage, but, when they faw me at 
their heels, they fled over the fields. 
The colchimati perceiving rug way 


the 
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the: 1 went, leaped on his box, 
and drove off full ſpeed; 7b 
5 Schell, though e Was | 

wounded with a ball in the neck, 
and by à cut in the right hand, 
which had made him drop his ſword, 
though he affirmed he had run one 
of his adverſaries through 
I took a ſilver watch from the 
man I had killed, and was going to 
make free with his purſe, when 5 
Schell called, and ſhowed me a 
coach and ſuæ coming down a hill. 
To ſtay would have expoſed us to 
have been impriſoned as highway- 
men; for the two fugitives, WhO 
had eſcaped us, would, certainly, 
have borne witneſs againſt us. Safety 
only could be found in flight. I, 
however, ſeized the muſker and hat 
of him I had firſt killed, and we, 
then, gained the copſe, and, aſter 
that, the foreſt, The road was 
/ Sarriadt } © round. 
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dana abont, and it was night before 
we reached Parſemech. 

- Schell was beſmeared with blood ; 
I had: bound up his wound the beſt - 
I could; but, in Poliſh villages, no 
ſurgeons are to be found, and he per- 
formed his journey with great diffi- 
culty. We met with two Saxon un- 
der- officers here, who were recruiting 
for the regiment of guards at Dref- 


den. My ſix- feet height and perſon 


pleaſed them, and they; immedi- 
ately, made themſelves acquainted 


with me. I found them intelligent, 


and entruſted them with our ſecret, 
told, them who we were, related the 
battle we had that day had with our 
purſuers, and I had not reaſon to repent 
of my confidence in them. Schell 
had his wounds dreſt, and we re- 
mained ſeven days with theſe good 
e faichfully * ys com- * 


bany. 
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I learned, meantime, that, of the 

four men by whom we had been 
aſſaulted, one only, and the coach- 
man, returned, alive, to Glatz. The 

name of the officer, who undertook 

this vile buſineſs, was Gerſdorf; he 

had a hundred and fifty ducats in 

* his pocket, when found dead. How 

great would our good fortune have 

been, had not that curſed coach and 
fx, by its appearance, made us take 

8 to flight; ſince the booty would 
have been moſt juſt Fortune, this 
time, did not favour the innocent; 
and, though treacherouſly attacked, 

J was obliged to eſcape, | like a 
guilty wretch. We ſold the. watch 


to a Jew for four ducats, the hat for 
three florins and a half, and the 


muſket for a ducat, Schell being 

unable to carry it farther. We 

left moſt of this money behind us at 
Parſemechi. A Je ew n ſold 

| 8 
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us ſome dear plaiſters, which we took 
with us, and departed, 
Feb. 15. From racer tea 
a Vielum, to Biala, four miles. 
Feb 16. Through Jerkſchow: to 
ae four miles and a half. 
Feb. 17. To Ofterkkow : and 
Schwarzwald, three miles. 
Feb. 18. ©: To'Sdune, "I aher. 
Feb. 1 9. To Goblin, two miles. 
Here we arrived, wholly deſtitute 
of money. I ſold my coat to a 
| Jew, who gave me four florins and 
a coarſe waggoner's frock, in ex- 
change, which I did not think 1 
ſhould long need, as we, now, drew- 
nearer to where my ſiſter lived, and 
where, 1 hoped, 1 ſhould be better 
equipped.: Schell, however, grew 


weaker and weaker ; © his wounds 
healed ſlowly, and were expenſive ; 
the cold, alſo, was injurious to him, 
and, as he was not, by nature, 

5 „ cleanly 


1 


— 
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cleanly in his perſon, his body, ſoon, 


became the harbour of every ſpecies 
of vermin to be picked up in Po- 
lid, We often arrived, wet and 
weary, to our ſmoaky, reeking, 


ſtove-· room. Often were we obliged 
to lie on ſtraw, or the bare boards; 


and the various hardſhips we ſuffered 
are, almoſt, incredible. Wander- 
ing, as we did, in the midſt of 
winter, through Poland, where hu- 
manity, hoſpitality, and gentle pity, 

are ſcarcely ſo much as known by 


name; where mercileſs Jews deny 


the poor traveller a bed, and where 


we, diſconſolately, ſtrayed without „ 


bread, and, almoſt, naked; theſe 
were ſufferings, the full extent of 

which he only can conceive by 
whom they have been felt. My 
muſket, now and then, procured us 


an occaſional meal of tame geeſe, and 


Cocks and hens, when IE were to 
2 0. J. N I be 


( 
be had; otherwiſe, we never took or 
touched any thing that was not our 
own. We met with Saxon and 
Pruſſian recruiters at various places; 
all of whom, on account of my 
youth and ſtature, were eager to 
inveigle me. I was highly diverted 
to hear them enumerate all the poſſi- 
bilities of future greatneſs, and how 
liable I was hereafter to become a 
corporal : nor was I leſs merry with 
their mead, ale, and brandy, given 
with an intent to make me drunk. 
Thus had we many artifices to guard 
' againſt, but thus had we, likewiſe, 
very luckily for us, many a good 
meal gratis. 
Feb. 21. We went from Goblin 
to Pugnitz, three miles and a half. 
Feb. 22. Through Storchneſt * 
Schmiegel, ſour miles. 
Here happened a ſingular TYING 
ture. The peaſants, at this place, 
were 


r . 


1 
: 
: 
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were dancing to a vile ſcraper on 
the violin: I took the inſtrument 
myſelf, and played while they con- 


tinued their hilarity, They were 
much pleaſed with my playing, but 


when I was tired, and deſired to 


have done, they obliged me, firſt, by 
importunities, and, afterwards, by 
threats, to play on all night. I was 
ſo fatigued, I thought I ſhould have 
fainted : at length, they quarrelled 


among themſelves. Schell was ſleep- 


ing on a bench, and ſome of them fell 
on his wounded hand : he roſe furi- 


ous, I ſeized our arms, began to lay 


about me, and, while all was in con- 


fuſion, we eſcaped without farther 


ill treatment. 


What ample ſubject of meditation 
on the various turns of fate did this 


night afford! But two years before 


I danced at Berlin, with the daugh- 


ters and ſiſters of Kings; and here 
| 33 - was 
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was I, in a Poliſh hut, a ragged, 
almoſt naked, muſician, playing for 
the ſport of ignorant ruſtics, whom 
I was, at laſt, obliged to fight. 

I was, myſelf, the cauſe of the 
trifling misfortune that befel me on 
this occaſion. Had not my vanity 
led me to ſhow theſe poor peaſants 
I was a muſician, I might have ſlept 
in peace and ſafety. The ſame vain 
deſire, of proving I knew more than 
other men, made me through life 
the continued victim of envy and 
Alander. Had nature, too, beſtowed 
on me a weaker, or a deformed 
body, I had been leſs obſerved, leſs 
courted, leſs ſought, and my adven- 
tures and miſhaps had been fewer. 
Thus the merits of the man often 
become his miſeries; and thus the 
bear, having learned to dance, muſt 
live and die in chains. ö 

This dent, this vanity, or, if 

; „ 
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vou pleaſe, this emulation, has, how- 
ever, taught me to vanquiſh a thou- 
fand difficulties, under which others 
of cooler paſſions, and more tempe- 
rate deſires, would have ſunk. May 
my example remain a. warning,. and 
thus may my ſufferings become 
ſomewhat profitable to the world, 
cruel as they have been to myſelf. 
Cruel they were, and cruel they 
muſt continue; for the wounds I have 
received are not, will * canngt, be 
healed. > 
Feb. 23. Fm Sanne to 
Rakonitz, and from. thence to 
Karzer Holland, four miles and a 
half. Here we ſold, to prevent 
dying of hunger, a ſhirt and Schell's 
waiſtcoat for eighteen groſch, or nine 
ſchoſtack. I had ſhot a puller the 
day before, which neceſſity obliged 
us to eat raw. I, alſo, killed a 
crow, which 1 devoured alone, 
13 Schell. 
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hard travelling created a voracious 
appetite, and our eighteen groſch 
were ſoon expended. | 
Feb. 24. We came through 
Benzen to Lettel, four miles. Here 


we halted a day, to learn the road to 


Hammer, in Brandenburgh, where 
my liſter lived. I happened, lucki- 


ly, to meet with the wife of a 


Pruſſian ſoldier, who lived at Lettel, 


and belonged to Kolſchen, where 
ſhe was born a vaſſal of my ſiſter's 
huſband. I told her whol was, and. 


ſhe became our guide. 


Feb. 26. To Kurſchen and Fal- = 


kenwalde. 2 A es 
Feb. 27. Through Nevendorf 


and Ooft, and, afterwards,' through 
a pathleſs wood, five miles and a 


half to Hammer, and here I knocked 
at my ſiſter's. door at nine o'clock in 
the evening. ; if 


A nid 


Schell refuſing to taſte, Youth and 
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++ AM maid ſervant came to the door, 22 
whom I knew; her name was Mary, 
and ſhe had been born, and brought 


up, in my father's houſe. She was 


terrified at ſeeing a ſturdy fellow. in 


a beggar's dreſs; which perceiving, 
I aſked Molly, do not you know me? 


She anſwered no, and I, then, diſco- 


vered myſelf to her. I aſked whe- 


ther my brother-in-law was at home, 
Mary replied, yes; but he was fick 
in bed. Tell my ſiſter, then, ſaid 
I, that 1 am here. She ſhowed me 
into a room, and my fiſter, . 
e LE Pe 
She was alarmed at ſeeing me, not 


ae that I had eſcaped from 


Glatz, and ran to inform her huſ- 
: band, but did not return. 1 
A quarter of an hour after the 


geod Mary came, weeping, and told 


us her maſter commanded us to 
quit the premiſes inſtantly, or he 


I 4 -: ſhould 
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ſhould be obliged to have us ar- 
reſted, and delivered up as priſoners. 
My fifler's huſband forcibly detain- 
ed her, and I ſaw her no more. | 

What my feelings muſt be, at ſuch 
a moment, let the reader imagine. I 
was too proud, tSo enraged, to aſk 
money; I furiouſly left the houſe, 
uttering a thouſand menaces againſt 
its inhabitants, while the kind-heart- 
ed Mary, ſtill weeping, flipped three 
ducats into my hand, which l : ac- 
cepted. 

And now behold us, once more, 
in the wood, which was not above a 
hundred paces from the houſe, half 
dead with hunger and fatigue, not 
daring to enter any habitation, while 
in the ſtates of Brandenburgh, and 
dragging our weary ſteps, all night, 
through ſnow and rain, until our 
guide, at length, brought us back, 

- RE 
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at day break, once again, to the- 
town of Lettel. 


She, herſelf, wept, in pity at our 


fate, and I could only give her two 


ducats for the danger ſne had run; 


but I bad her hope more, in future, 
and I afterwards ſent for her to 


Vienna, in 1751, where I took great 


care of her. She was about fifty 


years of age, and died my ſervant, 
in Hungary, ſome weeks before my 


unfortunate journey to Dantzic,, 
where I fell into my enemies hands, 


and remained ten years a priſoner at. 
Magdeburg. 


We had ſcarcely . the wood! 


before, in the anguiſh: of my heart, 
F exclaimed to Schell, „Does not: 


« ſuch a ſiſter, my friend, deſerve Þ 
«ſhould fire her houſe over her- 
«. head?” The wiſdom of modera- 8 


tion, and calm forbearance, was, in: 


Schell, a virtue of the higheſt n 


i 
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he was my continual Mentor; my 
guide, whenever my choleric tempe- 
rament was diſpoſed to violence. I, 
therefore, honour his aſhes; he de- 
ſerved a better fate. 

« Friend,” ſaid he, on this occa- 
fion, © reflect, that your ſiſter may 
ebe innocent, may be withheld by 
ec her huſband ; beſides, ſhould the 
te King diſcover we had entered her 
<« doors, and ſhe had not delivered 
us again into his power, ſhe might 
« become as miſerable as we were. 
« Be more noble minded, and think 

« that, even ſhould your ſiſter be 

ce wrong; the time may come when 
© her children may ſtand in need of 
« your aſſiſtance, and you may have 
© the indeſcribable pleaſure of re- 
+ © turning good for evil.” 

I never ſhall forget this excellent 
advice, which, in reality, was a pro- 
Phecy. My rich brother- in- law died, 


and, 
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and, during the Ruſſian war, his lands 


and houſes were laid deſolate and in 


ruins, and, nineteen years afterwards, 


when releaſed from my impriſon- 
ment at Magdeburg, I had an op- 


portunity of ſerving the children of 


my ſiſter. Such are the turns of fate; 


and thus do improbabilities wen 
. 


My ſiſter juſtified her dads 


Schell had conjectured the truth; for, 


ten years after I was thus expelled 
her houſe, ſhe ſhewed, during my 
impriſonment, ſhe was really a ſiſter. 
She was ſhamefully betrayed by: 


Weingarten, ſecretary to the Auſtrian 


ambaſſador at Berlin; loſt a part of 


her property, and, at length, her life 


fell an innocent ſacrifice to her 
brother. 8 
This event, alas; 18 interwoven 


with my tragical hiſtory, will be re- 
lated in the ſecond volume: my heart 


T6 bleeds, 
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I recolle& this dreadful ſcene. 


bleeds, my very ſoul ſhudders, when 


1 have not the means fully to re- 


compenſe her children; and Wein- 
garten, the juſt object of vengeance, | 
is long ſince in the grave; for, did 


he exiſt, the earth ſhould not hide 
him from my ſword. 


I ſhall now continue my journal: 


Deceived in the aid I expected, I was. 


obliged to change my plan, and go 


to my mother, who lived in Pruſſta, 
nine miles beyond Konigſberg. 
Feb. 28. We continued, tired, 
anxious, and diſtreſſed, at Lettel. 
March 1. We went three miles 
to Pleeſe, and on i 
March 2. A mile and a half far= 
ther to Meſeritz. 
March 3. Through Merſebaum 
to Birnbaum, three miles. 


; March 4. Through Zircke, Wru- 


neck, Obeſtchow, to Studnitze, ſe- 


Py 
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ven miles, in one day, three of which 


we had the good fortune to ride. 
March 5. Three miles to Rogo 
ſen, where we arrived without ſoz 
much as a heller to pay our lodging. 
The Jew innkeeper drove us out of 
his houſe; we were obliged to wan 


der all night, and at break of day: 


found we had ſtrayed two: miles out: 
of the road. 5 - 


We entered a 1 Aer. 
where an old woman was drawing; 


bread hot out of the oven. We had; 


no money to offer, and Ifelt, at this. 
moment, the poſſibility even of 
committing murder, for a: morſel. 
of bread, to ſatisfy the intolerable- 


eravings of hunger. Shuddering,, 


s 
. 4. 


with torment inexpreſſible, at the 


2 thought, I haſtened out of the door, 


and we walked on two miles more to; 
Wongrofze. 


Here I fold my a for- a 
6 ducat, 
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ducat, which had procured us many 


a mea]: ſuch was the extremity of 


our diſtreſs. We, then, ſatiated. our 


appetites, after having been forty 
hours without food or fleep, and 
having travelled ten miles in fleet. 


and ſnow. 

March 6. We 98 BOS came, 
on the 7th, through Genin, to a vil- 
lage in the foreſt, four miles. 

. Here we fell ia with a gang of 
gypſies [or rather banditti] amount- 
ing to four hundred men, who 
dragged me to their camp. They 


were moſtly French and Pruſſian 
deſerters, and, thinking me their 


equal, would force me to become 


one of their band. But, ventur- 
ing to tell my ſtory to their leader, 


he ee me with a crown, 


gave us ſmall proviſion of 
| bread and meat, and ſuffered us to 
depart in * after having been 


a | | — four 


— 
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four and twenty hours in their com- 
Pry; 

March 9. We proceeded to Yak 
puſchin, three miles and a half; and 
the roth to Thorn, four miles. 

A new incident here happened, 
which ſhewed I was deſtined, by for- 
tune, to a variety of adventures, and 
continually to ſtruggle with new 
difficulties. | 

Tehre was a fair held at Thorn 
on the day of our arrival. Suſpi- 

cions might well ariſe, among the 
crowd, on ſeeing a ſtrong tall young 
man, wretchedly clothed, with a 
large ſabre by his fide, and a pair 
of piſtols in his girdle, accompanied 
by another, as poorly apparelled as 
himſelf, with his hand and neck 
bound up, and armed likewiſe with 
piſtols, ſo that, altogether, he more 
reſembled a ſpectre than a man. 


We 
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We went into an inn, but were 
refuſed entertainment: I then aſked: 
for the Jeſuits college, where I in- 
quired for the father rector. They ſup- 
poſed, at firſt, I was a thief, come to 
ſeek an aſylum. After long waiting, 
and much intreaty, his. jeſuitical: 
highneſs, at length, made his ap- 
pearance, and rgceived. me as the 
- Grand Mogul would his ſlave. My 
caſe, certainly, was pitiable: I related 
all the events of my life, and the. 
purport of my journey; conjur- 

ed him to ſave Schell, who was. 
unable to proceed farther, and whoſe 
wounds grew daily worſe ; and pray- 
ed him to entertain him at the con- 
vent; till I ſhould have been to my: 
mother, have obtained money, and 
returned to Thorn, when I would, 
certainly, repay. him whatever ex- 
pence he might have been at, with 
thanks and gratitude. 

Never ſhall I. forget the haughty 
| info» 


inſolence of this prieſt. .Scarcely - 
would he liſten to my humble 
requeſt; thou-ed and interrupted. 
me continually, to tell me © Be 
0 brief, I have more preſſing affairs 
te than thine.” In fine, I was turn- 
ed away without obtaining the leaſt. . 
aſſiſtance; and here I was firſt taught 
jeſuitical pride: God help the poor 
and honeſt man who ſhall need the 
aſſiſtance of Jeſuits.. They, like all 
other monks, are ſeared to every ſen- 
timent of human pity, and com- 
miſerate the diſtreſſed by taunts and 
iron, 
Four times, in, my life, 1 jon 
ſought. aſſiſtance - and advice from 
convents, and am convinced it is 
the duty of every honeſt man to aid 
in eraſing them from the face of the 
earth. 1 
They ſuccour By he an a. > 
e their power may be idolized by 
the 
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the ignorant; and oſtentatiouſſy ex- 
ert itſelf to impede the courſe of 
law and juſtice; but in vain do the 

poor and needy virtuous PP'y to 
them for help. „ 
The reader will pardon my native 
hatred of hypocriſy and falſchood, 
_ eſpecially when he hears I have to 


LY 


thank the Jeſuits for the loſs of all 
my great: Hungarian eſtates. Father 


Kampmuller, the boſom friend of 
the Count Graſhalkowitz, was con- 


feſſor to the court of Vienna, and 


there was no poſlible kind of perſe- 
cution I did not ſuffer, from prieſt- - 
craft. Far from being uſeful mem 
bers of ſociety, they, taking advan- 
tage of the prejudices of ſuperſti- 
tion, exiſt for themſelves alone, and 
 facrifice every duty to the ſupport. 
of their own hierarchy, and found 


a Power, on error and ignorance, 
"66 1 "2; eee 
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which is deſtructive of all moral 
virtue. 


Let us ut Mournful, and 
angry, I left the college, and went to 


my lodging houſe, where I found a 
Pruſſian recruiting officer, waiting 


for me, who uſed all his arts to en- 
gage me to enliſt ; offering me five 


hundred dollars, and to make me a 


corporal, if I could write. I pre- 


tended I was 2 Livonian, Who had 
deſerted from the Auſtrians, to re- 
turn home, and claim an inheritance 


left me by my father. After much 
perſuaſion, he, at length, told me, 
in confidence, it was very well known 
in the town that I was a robber; 
that I ſhould ſoon be taken before a 
- magiſtrate, but that, if I would enliſt, 
he would enſure my ſafety. 


This language was new to me; my 


paſſion roſe inſtantaneouſly; I re- 


membered my name was Trenck. 
I ſtruck. 


„„ - 
. I ſtruck him, and drew my ſword; 
but, inſtead of defending himſelf, he 
ſprang out of the chamber, charging 
the hoſt not to let me quit the houſe. 
I knew the town of Thorn had agreed 
with the King of Pruſſia, ſecretly, to 
deliver up deſerters, and began to 
fear the conſequences. 0 Looking 
through the window, I preſently ſaw 
two under Pruſſian officers enter 
the houſe. Schell and I, inſtantly, 
flew to our arms, and met the Pruſ- 
| Gans at the chamber door. © Make 
c way,“ cried I, preſenting my piſ- 
tols. The Pruffian ſoldiers. drew: 
their ſwords, but retired with fear. 
Going out of the houſe, I ſaw a 
Pruſſian lieutenant, in the ſtreet, 
with the town guard. Theſe I over 
awed, likewiſe, by the ſame means, 
and no one durſt oppoſe me, though 
every one cried * Stop thief.“ I came 
ſafely, however, to the Jeſuits con- 
| © | vent, 
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vent, but poor Schell was taken, and 

dragged to priſon like a malefactor. 
Half mad, at not being able to 
. reſcue him, I imagined he muſt ſoon 
be delivered up to the Prufſians. 
My reception was much better at 
the convent than it had been before, 
for they no longer doubted but I 
was really a thief, who ſought an aſy- 
lum. I addreſſed myſelf to one of 
the fathers, who appeared to be a 
good kind of man, related briefly 
what had happened, and intreated 
he would endeavour to diſcover why 

they ſought to moleſt us. 

He went out, and returning in an 
hour after, told me; Nobody 
« knows you: a conſiderable theft 
< was, yeſterday, committed in the 
fair; all ſuſpicious perſons are ſeiz- 
* ed; you entered the town accoutred 
« like banditti. The man where you 
(0 put vp 18 employed as a Pruſſian | ; 
ce enliſter, 


"_" * 


” 
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3 enliſter, and has announced you 


« as ſuſpicious people. The Pruſ- 
te ſian lieutenant, * thereupon, laid 
© complaint againſt you, and it was 
«© thought e e to ſecure your 
ce perſons.” 

My joy, at hearing this, was great. 
Our Moravian paſſport, and the 


journal of our route, which I had 
in my pocket, were full proofs of 


our innocence. | I requeſted they 


would ſend and inquire at the town 
where we lay the night before. I 
ſoon convinced the Jeſuit I ſpoke 
truth: he went, and preſently return- 
ed with one of the ſyndics, to whom 
1 gave a more full account of myſelf. 
The ſyndic examined Schell, and 
found his ſtory and mine agreed; 
| beſides which, our papers, that they 


had ſeized,” declared who we were. 


1 1 the night in the convent, 


with- 


«<<. 
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without cloſing my eyes, revolving, 
in my mind, all the rigours of my 
fate. I was ſtill more diſturbed for 
Schell, who knew not where I was, 
but remained firmly perſuaded, we 
ſhould be conducted to Berlin; and, 
if ſo, determined to _ a . to 
his life. #1 
My doubts were all cid at ten 8 
in the morning, when my good Je- 
ſuit arrived, and was followed by 
my friend Schell. The judges, he 
daid, had found us innocent, and de- 

_ Clared us free to go where we pleaſ- 
ed; adding, however, that he adviſ- | 
ed us to' be upon our guard, we be- 

ing watched by the Pruſſian en- 
liſters; that the lieutenant had hoped, 

by having us committed as thieves, to 

-.oblige me to enter, and that this 

would account for all that had hap- |. 

pened. ON, | 
— * N Schell : a moſt afpRionage „ ; 
wel- 


— 
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welcome, who had been very ill uſed," 
when led to priſon, becauſe he en- 
deavoured to defend kimſelf with 
his left hand, and follow me. The 
people had thrown mud at him, and 
called him a raſcal that would ſoonbe 
hanged, Schell was little able to 
travel further. The father rector ſent 
us a ducat, but did not ſee us; and 
the chief magiſtrate gave each of us 
a crown, by way of indemnification 
for falſe impriſonment. Thus ſent 
away, we returned to our lodging, 
took our bundles, and, immediately, 
prepared to leave Thorn, 
As we went I reflected that, on 
the road to Elbing, we muſt paſs 
through ſeveral Pruſſian villages, 
and inquired for a ſhop where we 
might purchaſe a 'map. We were 
directed to an old woman who far at 
a door acroſs the way, and were'told - 


the had a good afortment, for that 
by her 


(3 

her ſon was a ſcholar. I addreſſed 
myſelf to her, and my queſtion pleaſ- 
ed her, I having added we were un- 
fortunate travellers, who wiſhed to 
find, by the map, the road to 
She ſhewed us into a chamber, 
laid an atlas en the table, and 
placed herſelf oppoſite me, while [ 
examined the map, and endeavoured ' 
to hide a bit of a ragged ruffle that 
had made its appearance. After 
ſteadfaſtly looking at me, ſhe, at 
length, exclaimed, with a ſad and 
mournful tone, © Good God ! who 
© knows what is now become of my 
e poor ſon! I can ſee, fir, you too are 
« of a good family, My ſon would 
go and ſeek his fortune, and, for 
« theſe eight years, have 'T had no 
ce tidings of him. He muſt, now, 
ebe in the Auſtrian cavalry.” 1 
aſked in what: regiment, —< The 

Vol. I. K reg i- 


hf 
— 
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* regiment of Hohenhem; you are 
« his very picture eis he not of 
my height? — „ce Ves, nearly? 
«© Has he not light hair?“ „ Yes, 
rike yours, Sir“ What is his 
ce name! Pc His name is Wil- 


<Ham”—® No, my dear mother,” 


cried I, W illiam is not dead; he 
«was my beſt friend when I was 
«©-with my regiment.” Here the 
poor woman could not contain her 
joy. She threw herſelf round my. 
neck, called me her good angel who 
brought her happy tidings, aſked 
me a thouſand queſtions, which I, 
eafily, contrived to make her anſwer 
herſelf, and thus, forced by impe- 
rious neceſſity, bereft of all other 

na did I act the deceiver.. 
The ſtory, I made, was nearly as | 
follows : I told her I was a ſoldier 
in the regiment of Hohenhem, that 
n had a furlow to 8⁰ and ſee my fa- 
1 0.) * 


(es) 
cher, and ' that L. ſhould return in a 
month, would then take her letters, 
and undertake that, if ſhe. wiſhedd it, 
her ſon ſhould purchaſe his diſcharge, 
and once more come and live with 
his mother. I added that I ſhould 
be for ever and infinitely obliged 
to her, if ſhe would ſuffer my com- 


rade, mean time, to live at her houſe, 


be being wounded by the Pruſſian 
recruiters, and unable to purſue 
his journey ; that I-would ſend him 
money to come to me, or would, 
myſelf, come back and feteh him, 
thankfully paying every expence. 
She joyfully conſented, told me her 
ſecond huſband, father-in-law - to 
her dear William, had driven him 
from home, that he might give 
What ſubſtance they had to the 
younger ſon ; and that the eldeſt | 
had gone to Magdeburg. Bb: 
\derermined Schell ſhould live at 
1490 55 K 2 - MX the | 
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45 might ea had 771 the | 
matter; and, not ſatisfied Vick this 
kindneſs, ſhe made me eat with her, 
gave me a new ſhirt, ſtockings, ſuf- 
ficient proviſions for three days, 
and ſix Lunenburg florins. 
left Thorn, and my faithful Schell, 8 
the ſame night, with the conſolation 
he was well taken care of; and, hav- 
ing parted from him with regret, 
went, on this the 13th, two miles far- 
ther to Burglow. | $1 OT AIVS 
1 cannot deſcribe what my ſenfa- 
tions were, or the deſpondence of 
my mind, when I, thus, ſaw myſelt 
5 wandering alone, and leaving, for- 
Taking as it were, the dener M 
ee Theſe may, certainly, "tbe. 
| ' numbered among the bittereſt mo- 
ments of my life. Olten was I rea- 
F dy to return, and dtag kim along 5 


with me sgl, at laſt, feaſon 


4 BA 


con- 


K 

| conquered. ſenſibility. br drew near 
31 3801] „59511 

the end d of my] Journey, and was im- | 

pelled forward by hope. © 85 l 


March 14. J 1 went to 88 


e, 15. i T0 Neabülg n 
Mowe. : In theſe two days I travel- 
led thirteen miles. * lay at Mowe, 
in ſome ſtraw, among a number of 
carters, and, when 1 awoke, per- 
ceived they had taken my piſtols, 
| and what little money 1 had left, | 
even to my laſt penny. The gen- 
mens however, were all gone. 

What could 1 do: ? The innkeeper, 
5 Perhapz, was privy to the theft. 
My reckoning amounted to eigh- 
teen Poliſh groſch. The ſurly land- 
Jord pretended to believe 1 had 9 
money when 1 entered his houſe, 
and I was obliged to give him the 


ohh ſpare: ſhirt I had, with a filk 


1 andker hich, which the good, wo- 
9 man, 


ty expoſe man! Theſe, two Poliſh 
5 a, were not worth more than : 


man, of Thorn, had made me a 
preſent of, and to depart without" a 


ſingle helle. 
March 16. 1 ſet of for Mari- 
enburg, but it was impoſſible | 1 


| ſhould reach this place, and not fall 
into the hands of the Pruſfians, if 
I did not croſs the Viſtula, and, un- 
fortunately, I had no money to pay 
the ferry, which would war: two n- 
liſh ſthelinggn. og 


Full of anxiety, not knowing'1 way 


to act, Ifaw two fiſhermen in a boat, 
_ went to them, drew my ſabre, and 
obliged them to land me on the other 
fide; when there, I took the oars 
from theſe timid people, jumped 
out of the boat, puſhed it off che 
ſmote, 000 left it to drive with the 
| ſtream. e a 


To what ade does not Iod 


half 
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half a Kreutzer, or ſome halfpenny, 
yet was 1 driven, by neceflity, to 
commit violence on two poor men, 
who, had they been as deſperate 1 in 
their defence, as I was obliged, to 
be in my attack, blood mult. have 
-been. ſpilt, and lives loſt; hence it 
is evident that the degrees of guilt 
ought to be ſtrictly, and minutely, 
inquired into, and the degree of pu- 
niſhment proportioned: had I hewn 
them down with my ſabre, I ſhould, 
ſurely, have been a murderer, but 
1 ſhould, likewiſe, ſurely have been 
one of the moſt innocent of mur- 
derers. Thus, we Tee, the yalue of 
money is not to. be. eſtimated by | 
any {pecific ſum, ſmall or great, hut 
according to its neceſſity and uſe. 
How little did I imagine, when. at 
Berlin, and money was treated, by 
me, with luxurious neglect, I may 
"RG with contempt, 1. ſhould be dri- 


at, 


_ ven | 
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ven to. the bard, neceſſity, for, a ſum 
ſo apparently deſpicable, of com- 
mitting a violence which might have 
had conſequences, ſo. dreadful, and 
have led to the commiſſion a an act 
ſo atrocious ! ! 164 1 © 14 

I found Saxon. 4 Pruſian re- 
crdirers at Marienburg, with whom, 
having no money, I ate, drank, „liſ- 
tened to their propoſals, gave them 
hopes for the orte and departed 
""_n_ day break. po 570 

March 17. 1 bas, 3 
miles. 1 8 

Here 1 met he my. en wor- 
"why tutor, Brodowſky, who was be- 
"Come a captain, and auditor in the 


Poliſh regiment of Golziſch. He 
met me juſt as I entered the town, 


. followed, triumphantly, to his 


quarters, and here, at length, ended 
| 8 bin, ns and adventurous 
5 ** Bid 07 OB ON Journey : 


3 
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journey 1 had been obliged to per- 
form. 10. e310 JB: 21qt2b Vins 19. Ol. 
This :g60d and kind gentleman, 
after. providing me with - immediate 
neceſſaries, wrote ſo affectingly to 
my mother that ſhe came to Elbing, 
in a week, and gave me every in 
of which I ſtood in need. 
The pleaſure I had in nav; 
once more, this tender mother, 
whoſe qualities of heart and mind 
were equally excellent, was inex- 
Preſſible. She found a certain mode 
of conveying a letter to my dear 
miſtrefs at Berlin, Who, a ſhort time 
after, ſent me a bill of exchange for 
four hundred ducats upon Dantzic. 
T6 this my mother added a thoufand 
rix- dollars, and a diamond croſs 
worth nearly half as much, remained 
k fortnight with me, and perſiſted,” in 
ſpite of all remonſtrance, in advif- 
ing me to go to Vienna. My de- 

| -* i termination 
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termination had been flxed for Pe- 
'terſburg ; ; all my fears and appre- 


henſions being awakened” at the 
thought of Vienna, and which, in- 


deed, afterwards became the ſource 
of all my cruel ſufferings and for- 
rows. She would not yield in opi- 
nion, and promiſed her future affiſt- 


ance only i in caſe of my obedience : 


it was my duty not to continue ob- 
ſtinate. Here ſhe left me, and 1 


have never ſeen her ſince. She died 
in 1751, and T have ever held her 


memory in veneration. It was a 


happineſs for this affectionate mo- 


ther that ſhe did not live to be a 
witneſs of 1 my afflictions, i in the year 


1754. 885 
An adventure, Hierobtiig that 


: of Joſeph in Egypt, happened to me 


in Elbing. The wife of the worthy 
| Brodolky, a woman of infinite per- 
_Jonal an grew Fart to me; 


* * — 4 
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But L durſt not act vngratefully by 
my benefactor. Never to ſee me 
more was. too painful to her, and 
_the even propoſed to follow me, ſe- 
cretly, to Vienna. I felt the danger 
of my ſituation, and ,doubted-whe- 
ther Fotiphar's wife offered temp- 
tations ſo ſtrong as Madam Bro- 
dowſky. I own I had an affection 
for this lady, but my paſſions were 
overawed. She preferred me to her 
huſband, who was in years, and very 
ordinary i in perſon. Had I yielded 
to the lighteſt degree of guilt, 
that of preſent enjoyment, a few 
days of pleaſure muſt have been 
. followed, by. years of. bitter RPE” 
ance. 
.. ., Haying once more e my 
proper name and character, and 
made preſents of acknowledgment. 
0 the worthy. t: tutor of. my 0¹ vil, 1 


I hs (3 1 
1 Wegen pager, to Fu e 9 
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How great was my joy at again 
D bee, my höneſt Schell!) The 
kind old woman had treated him 
like a mother. She was furpriſed, 
* Ware terrified, at ſeeing me enter 
in an officer's uniform, and accom- 
panied by two ſervants. J grate- 
fully and rapturouſly kiſſed her hand, 
repaid, with thankfulneſs, every 
expence, for Schell had been nur- 
tured with truly maternal kindneſs, 
told her who I was, acknowledged 
the deceit T had put upon her con- 
cerning her fon, but faithfully pro- 
miſed to give a true, and not fiti - 
tious, account of him immediately 
x” "0B: „ ne at Vienna. Schell 
When I —— Leck all poll 
ble pains to inquire for this William, and 
found, by the commiſſary tft, that he had 
e in 1744, had been retaken, and actu- 
118 ally hanged. For a bribe off fe dücats I 


procured a certificate of his having died a 
B2biOs Tr 2 natural 


3 3 
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was ready in three days and e left 
eee eee N 


75 „ Lainquired for . 4 1 Capi ac 

Bilitz, who had before given me ſo 
kind a reception, and refuſed me 
ſatisfaction; but he was gone, and I 
did not meet with him till ſome years 
after, when the cunning Italian made 
me the moſt humble apologies for Kis 
conduct. So goes the world! 
My journey from Dantzie to 
Vienna Wend not furniſn me with 
an intereſting page, though my 
enen on foot thither would have 


e Qeab, which T feat” fo i hood © 
419 "woman, With a letter of tharks And confola- 
tion. Perhaps the poor William, who- was 
if = to, twenty, thouſand, florins, unable to 
precure a furlow, had. deſerted, and was exe- 
be euted as a malefactor. To how many reflec- 
tions Con arbitrary power, ſtanding armies, 
and military law}; do. incidents ike theſe give 
& birth SH Ai 10 Na: >» 299 © 8* 591170 '2 9 ana 
[S781 . affor ded 


afforded 8 as. Wc? as. have 
written, had I not been fearful of 
triff ing with the reader's patience. 
In poverty one misfortune fol- 
lows another. The foot · paſſenger 
ſees the world, becomes acquainted: 
with it, converſes with. men of every 
claſs. The lord luxuriouſſy lolls. 
and ſlumbers in his carriage, while: 
his ſervants pay inn-keepers and 
poſtillions, and paſſes rapidly over 
a kingdom, in which he ſees ſome 
ee e called inns; and this 
he calls travelling. I met with: 
more adventures in this my journey 
of 169 miles, than, afterwards, in 
almoſt as many thouſand, when, tra · 
velling, at eaſe, in a carriage. 
HFlere, then, ends my journal, in 
- © which, from the hardſhips therein 
related, and numerous others omit- 
ted, I ſeem a kind of ſecond;Ro- 
binſon Cruſoe, and to hays heen 
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the load of affliction which-I Was, 
aft war , deſtined-to bear. LET 4 OT 
 AngrveDd Ar TREES in end 
We pH; 194970 hom bad 590 
And now — the ure 
| ey is going to begin. 
After having defrayed' the ex- 
pences of travelling for me and my 
friend Schell, for whoſe remarkable 
"hiſtory I will endeavour to find a 
few pages in my third volume, 1 
divided the three hundred ducats 
which remained with him, and, hav- 
"hg "Tang a month at Vienna, he 
went to join the regiment of Palla- 
vicini, in which he had obtained a 
lieutenant- colonel's commiſſion, and 
| "which was then in'Traly, 
Here I found my couſin Baron 
Francis Trenck, the famous: parti- 
_ "fan and colonel of pandours, impri- 
10 ſoned 


6 

ſoned at the Arſenal; and involved 
in a moſt perplexing proſecution |* 

This Trenek wis my Father's 
| brother's ſon. His father ö 
a colonel and governor of Leitſch 
and had poſſeſſed conſiderable lo 
ſhips in Sclavonia, thoſe of Pleter- 
nitz, Preſtowacz and Pakratz. Af. 
ter the ſiege of Vienna, in 1683, 
he had left the Pruſſian ſervice for 
that of Auſtria, in which he re- 
mained ſixty years. 
That I may not, here, interrupt 
my ſtory, 1 ſhall give ſome account 
of the life of my couſin Baron 
Francis Trenck, ſo renowned in the 
War of 1741, in the third volume; 
and who fell, at laſt, the ſhameful 
ſacrifice. of envy and avarice, and 
received the reward of all his great 
and faithful ef in the e and 


the Spielberg. ' HOU} e 5113" 
wa nindcaon of the uni. 
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the Trencks requires I ſhould ſpeak 
of him nor will: 1 in this, ſuffer 
reſtraint, from the fear of any man, 
however powerful. Thoſe, indeed, 
who ſacrificed a man moſt ardent in 
his country's ſervice; to their on 
private and ſelfiſh views, ate now in 
their gravefet hot So Swot 
I hall iet müss gd of bis 
hiſtory here than what is interwoven 
with my own, and relate the reſt i in 
its proper place. len 
A reviſion of his ſoit wat, 2 at ann 
time, inſtituted, - Scarcely was I: 
arrived in Vienna before his confi-. 
dential agent, M. Leber, preſented 
me to Prince Charles and the Em- 
peror: both knew the [ſervices of 
Prenck, and the malice of his ene- 
mies; therefore, permiſſion for me 
to viſit him in his priſon, and pto- 
cure him ſuch aſſiſtancee as he; 
might need, were readily: 


9; ; On 


* 
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On my ſecond audience, . the Em: 
peror ſpoke, fo, much. in my perſe- 
euted  coulin's favour that I became 
highly intereſted ; he. commanded 
me to haye recourſe. to him on. all 
vecalions ; 3 and, Moreover, owned 
the preſident gf the council of war 
was a man of a very wicked charac- 
ter, and a declared enemy of Trenck. 
This preſident was the Count of 
Lowenwalde, Pho, with 
_ ciates, had been, purpoſely, ſeleQed 
23 men proper to oppreſs the beſt of 
ſohjects. The ſuit ſoon took ano- 
ther face; the good Empreſs Queen, 
ho had been deceived, was ſogn 
better ipformed, and Trenck's inna 
gence appeared, on the reviſion, gf 
the proceſs, moſt evidently. - The 
which had coſt them twenty- 
ſexen thouſand florins, and the ſen- 
4ence, which followed, were proved 
to have been partial and unjuſt; and 
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that fixteen of Trenck's officers, 
who, moſt of them, had been broken 
for different offences, had perjured 
themſelves: to inſure his deſtruction. 
It is a moft remarkable cirevm- 
ſtanee that publie notice was given, 
in the Vienna Gazette, t to the fol- 
Tong o 
All theſe who have any complaints 
to make againſt Trench, Tet them appear, 


and they ball receive a ducat per day, 


10 long as the proſecution continues.” 
It will readily be imagined how 
Faſt his accuſers would increaſe, and 


what kind of People they were, 


The pay of theſe- witneſſes, alone, 
amounted to fifteen thouſand foritis. 
1 now began to labour in concur- 
rence with Doctor Gerhauer, and 
the cauſe ſoon took another turn; 
but, ſuch was the ſtate of things, 
en ae have Wee 0 have 
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eil of Wars as well as en 5 0 
ber, a man of great power. Thus, 
unfortunately, polities began to in · 
terfere with the courſe of juſtice. 
The Empreſs Queen gave Trenck 
to underſtahd ſhe required he ſhould 
aſk her pardon z and, on that con- 
dition, all proceedings ſhould be 
ſtopped, and he, immediately, ſet at 
liberty. Prince Charles, who. knew 
the court of Vienna, adviſed me, 
alſo, to perſuade my coufin to com- 
ply, but nothing could ſhake his 
reſolution. Feeling his right end 
innocence, he demanded ſtrict juſ- 
tice; and this made ruin more ſwift. 
I, ſoon, learned Trenck muſt: fall 
+ ſacrifice—be was rich—his 'ene- 
mies, already, had divided among 
them more than eight thouſand 
fHorins of his property, which Was 
* n * A * 
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A him too ah, Bot td dread 
his vengeance the moment he Tt 
recover his freedom. 5 

I was moved, to the foul, at 8 


ſufferings, and, as he had. vented 
public chreats, at che proſpect of 
approaching victory over his ene- 
mies, they gained over the Court 
Confeſſor; and, dreading him as 
chey did, put every wily art in praa - 
tice to inſure his deſtruction. I. 
therefore, in the fulneſs of my heart, 
made him the brotherly propoſition 
| of, eſcaping, and, having obtained 
Hisiberdy; to prove his innocence + 

to the Empreſs Queen. I told him 
my plan, which might, eaſily, have 
been put in execution, and which he 
ſeemed perfectly decided to follow. 


Same days after I was ordered to | 


wait: on field: marſal Count Konig : 
ſeck, governor of Vienna. This 
| reſpecta- 
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reſpectable old gentleman, whoſeme- 
mory I hall ever revere, behaved to 
me like a father, and the friend of 
humanity, adviſed me to abandon 
my couſin, who, he gave me clearly 
to underſtand, had betrayed me, by 
having revealed my propoſed plan of 
eſcape, willing to facrifice me to 
his ambition, in order to juſtify the 
purity of his intentions to the court, 
and ſhow that, inſtead of wiſhing to 
eſcape, he only defired juſtice, - 
Confounded at the cowardly ac» 
tion of one for whom I would, wil - 
lingly, have ſacrificed my life, and 
whom I only ſought to deliver, I 
reſolved to leave him to his fate, and 


thought myſelf exceedingly happy. 
that the worthy field-marſhal would, 
after a fatherly admonition, ſmother 
all farther inquiry into this affair. 
I related this black trait of in- 
gratitude to Prince Charles, of Lor- 


raine, 


* 


raine, vhU⁰ ewas b bn ff to again 
ſee my couſin, without letting him 
know 1 knew what had paſſed, and, 
Kill, to render him . , in 
. Pr 

Before 1 proceed 1 will, here, 
give the reader a eee of this 
Trenek. wy | 

HFle was a man of ſiperisr talents 
and unbounded ambition; devoted, 
Even fanatically, to his ſovereign; 
his boldneſs approached temerity; 
he was artful of mid, wicked of 
heart, vindictive and unfeeling. His 
cupidify equalled the utmoſt exceſs 
of avarice, even in his chirty-third 
year, in which he died. He was 
too proud to receive favours or ob- 
ligations from any man, and was 
capable of ridding himſelf of his 
beſt friend, if he thought he had 
any claims on his gratitude, or 


could get poſſeſſion of his fortune. 
i ITE 5 N He 
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with papers and documents relating = 


(62160 
He knew I had rendered him 
very important ſervices, ſuppoſed 
his cauſe already won, having bribed 
the judges, who were to reviſe the 
ſentence, with thirty thouſand flo - 


rins, which money I received from 


his friend Baron Lopreſti, and con- 
veyed to theſe honeſt counſellors. 
I knew all his ſecrets, and nothing 
more was neceſſary to prompt his 


ſuſpicious and bad heart to ſeek my 


deſtrution. 
Scarcely had a fortnight elapſed, 


after his having firſt betrayed me, 


before the following remarkable 

event happened. 
I left him one evening to return 
home, taking, under my coat, a bag 


to the proſecution, which I had been 
examining for him, and tranſcrib- 


ing. There were, at this time, about 


five and twenty officers, in Vienna, 
WhO 


” — 


6 2 1. D \ 

who. had. laid complaints againſt | 
him, and who conſidered me as their, # 
greateſt” enemy, becauſe 1 bad 14 
boured, earneſtly, in, his delence. 
1 was, therefore, obliged, on all Occa-, 
fions, to be upon my guard. A re- 


port had been propagated, through 


boy Vienna, that I was ſecretly ſent, by 


the King of Pruſſia, to free my 
couſin from impriſonment: he, how- 
ever, conſtantly, denied, to the hour. 
of his death, his ever having writ 
ten to me at Berlin: hence, alſo, it 
will follow, the letter I received 
| had been forged by Jaſchinſky, TT 
Leaving che Arſenal, I croſſed | 
the court, and perceived | was cloſe- 
ly followed by two men in grey 
roquelaures; who, preffir ing upon oy 
heels, held loud and inſolent con- 
verſation concerning, the run: away 
Pruſſian Trenck. found they 


ſooght' a quarrel, which was a thing 
Vor. R * 
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| of no great difficulty at that mo- 


ment; for a man is never more 
diſpoſed to duelling than when he 
has nothing to loſe, and is diſcon- 
tented with his condition. I ſup- 


poſed they were two of the accuſing 
officers broken by Trenck, and en- 


deavoured to avoid them, and gain 
the Jew' s place. _ 

Scarcely had I turned down the 
ſtreet that leads thither before they 


quickened their pace. I turned 
round, and, in a moment, received 


a thruſt, with a ſword, in the left 
fide, where I had put my bag of 
papers, which accident, alone, ſaved 


my life: the ſword pierced through 


the papers, and, ſlightly, grazed the 
ſkin. I, inſtantly, drew, and the 


heroes ran, I purſued, one of them 


tripped and fell. I ſeized him; the 
guard came up: he declared he was 
an officer of the regiment of Kol- 

— lowrat, 
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lowrat, ſhewed his uniform, was re- 
leaſed, and I was taken to priſon. 
The Town Major came the next 
day, and told me I had, intention - 


ally, ſought a quarrel with two offi- 


cers, Lieutenants F—g and K—n. 


Theſe kind gentlemen did not reveal 


their humane intention of ſending 
me to the other world. 

I was alone, could produce no 
witneſs, they were two. I muft, 
neceſſarily, be in the wrong, and TI 
remained ſix days in priſon, No 
ſooner was I releaſed than theſe my 
gaod friends ſent to demand ſatis- 
faction for the ſaid pretended inſult. 
The propoſal was accepted, and I 
promiſed to be at the Scotch gate, 


the place appointed by them, with- 
in an hour. Having heard their 


names, I, preſently, knew them to- 
be two famous ſwaggerers, who were, 
daily, exercifing themſclves in fenc- 
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ing at the Arſenal, and where they, 


often, viſited Trenck. I went to 


my couſin to aſk his aſſiſtance, re- 


lated what had happened, and, as 
the conſequences of this duel might 


be very ſerious, deſired him to give 
me a hundred ducats, that I might 
be able to fly, if either of thee” 
ſhould fall. 05 
Hitherto I had S 0 my own 
money on his account, and had 
aſked no reimburſement; but what 
was my aſtoniſhment when this 
wicked man ſaid to me, with a ſneer, 
« Since, good couſin, you have got 
« into a quarrel without conſulting 
<< me, you will, alſo, get out of it 
cc without my aid!” As I left him, 


he called me back to tell me, I vill 


te take care and pay your under- 
cc taker;“ for he, certainly, believed 


I move never return alive. 
1 ran, now, * deſpairing, to 
Baron 


0 

Baron Lopreſti, who gave me fifty 
ducats and a pair of piſtols, provided 
with which 1 cheerfully repaired to 
the field of battle. | 
Here I found half a dozen on- 
cers of the garriſon. As I had. few 
acquaintances in Vienna, I had no 
ſecond, except an old Spaniſh in- 
valid captain, named Pereyra, who 
met me going in all haſte, and, hav- 
ing learned whither, wound not 
leave me, 
Lieutenant K—n was the frſt 
with whom I fought, and who re- 
_ ceived ſatisfaction by a deep wound 
in the right arm. Hereupon, I de- 
fired the ſpectators to prevent far- 
ther miſchief; for my own part, I 
had nothing more to demand. Lieu- 
tenant F—g next entered the liſts, 
with threats, which were ſoon qui- 
eted by a lunge i in the belly. Here; 
upon Lieutenant Mf, ſecond to 
5 $3. "7.40 
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Ga 
the firſt wounded man, told me very 
angrily - Had I been your man, 
« you would have found a very dif- 
« ferent reception.” My old Spa- 
niard of eighty, proudly, and im- 
mediately, advanced, with his long 
whiſkers and tottering frame, and 
cried “ Hold !-—Trenck has prov- 
* ed himſelf a brave fellow, and 
«if any man thinks proper to aſs 
« fault him further, he muſt firſt 
ee take a breathing with me.” Every 
body laughed at this bravado, from 
a man who ſcarcely could ſtand, 
or hold a ſword, I replied—© Friend, 
„J am ſafe, unhurt, and want not 
t aid: ſhould I be diſabled, you 
6 then, if you think proper, may 
FS take my place ; but, as long as 1 
ic can hold a ſword, I ſhall rake 
te pleaſure in ſatisfying all theſe 
te gentlemen, one after. another.“ 
I would have reſted myſelf a mo- 
; 1 ment, 


„ 

ment, but the haughty M—f, en- 
raged at the defeat of his friendz 
would not give me time, but fu- 
riouſly attacked me, and, having 
wounded him twice, onze in the 
hand, and again in the groin, he 
wanted to cloſe, and ſink me to the 
grave with himſelf, but 1 diſarmed 
and threw him. 

None of the others had a any Jeſire 
to renew the conteſt, My three 
enemies were ſent bleeding: to 
town; arid, as M—f appeared to be 
mortally wounded, and the Jeſuits 
and Capuchins of Vienna refuſed 
me an aſylum, F fled: to -the convent 
at Keltenberg, | 

I wrote, from DEITY. to Co- 
wad Baron Lopreſti, who came to 
me. I told him all that had paſſed; 
and, by his good offices, had liberty, 


5 in a weelk, to appear, enchiete, 4 


| Vienna. 1 
L* The 
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The blood of Lieutenant F—g 
was in a corrupt ſtate, and his wound, 
though not in itſelf dangerous, made 
his life doubtful. © He ſent to entreat 
J would viſit him, and, when I went, 
having firſt requeſted I would par- 
don him, gave me to underſtand I 
ought to beware of my couſin, I 
afterwards learned the traiterous 
Trenck had promiſed Lieutenant 
F.—g a company, and a thouſand 
' ducats, if he could find means to 
quarrel with me, and rid the world 
of me. He was deeply in debt, 
and ſought the aſſiſtance of Lieute- | 
nant K—n; and, had not the pa- 
pers luckily preſerved me, I had, 

undoubtedly, been diſpatched by 

his firſt lunge. To clear themſelves 
of the infamy of ſuch: an act, theſe 
two worthy gentlemen had pretend= 
ed I had aſſaulted them in the 
ſtreets. 
. FL „ I could 
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I could no more reſolve to ſee 
my ungrateful and dangerous kinſ- 
man, who wiſhed to have me mur- 
dered becauſe I knew all his ſecrets, 
and thought he ſhould be able to 
gain his cauſe without obligation 
to me, or my aſſiſtance. Notwith- 
ſtanding all his great qualities, his 
marking characteriſtic, certainly, 
was that of ſacrificing every thing 
to his private views, and, eſpecially, 
to his covetouſneſs, which was ſo 
great that, eyen at his time of life, 
though his fortune amounted to a 
— and a half, he did not ſpend, 


per day, more than thirty. Kreut- 
zers. 


No ſooner was it "ATE: that 1 
had forfaken Trenck than General 

Count Lowenwalde, his moft ardent 
enemy, and preſident of the firſt 
council of war, by which he had 
been condemned, deſired to \ ſpeak 


wats bs to 
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to me, promiſed every ſort of 1554 
fortune and protection, if 1 would 
diſcover what means had, ſecretly, 
been employed in the reviſion of 
the proceſs; and went fo far as t6 
offer me four thouſand florins if 1 
would aid a profecution againſt my 
couſin, Here 1 learned the in- 
fluence of villains in power, and the 
injuſtice of judges at Vienna. 
The propoſal I rejected with diſ- 
dain, and rather determined to ſeek 
my fortune in the Eaſt Indies than 
continue in a country where, under 
the beſt of queens, the moſt loyal 
of ſubjects, and firſt of ſoldiers, 
might be rendered miſerable by in- 
tereſted, angry, and corrupt cour- 
tiers. Certain. it is, as I now can 
prove, that Trenck, though the 


|  bittereſt of my enemies, and whoſe 


conduct towards me merited my 
whole reſentment, was the beſt ſol- 
Fo ON dier 


6 
dier in the Auſtrian army, had been 
liberal of his blood and fortune in 
the imperial ſervice, and would ſtill 
fo have continued, had not his wealth, 
and his contempt for Weber and 

Lowenwalde, put him. in the power 
of ' thoſe wretches who. were the 
avowed enemies of courage and Pa- 
triotiſm, and who only can main- 
tain their authority, and ſate their 
thirſt of gain, by the baſe and 
wicked arts of courts. Had my 
couſin ſhared the plonder of the 
war among theſe men, he had nat 
fallen the martyr of their intrigues, 
and died in the Spielberg. His 
accuſers were, generally, unprin- 
cipled men, of ruined: fortunes; and 
fo - inſufficient were their - accuſa- 
tions that a uſeful member of ſo- 
eiety ought not, for any, or all; af 
them to have ſuffered an hour's. \ 
r Being fully inform- 
8 45 PPP 
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ed, both of all the circumſtances. 


of the proſecution, and the inmoſt 


ſecrets of his heart, juſtice requires 
I ſhould, thus publicly, declare this 


truth, and vindicate his memory. 


While living he was my bittereſt 


enemy, and, even though dead, was 


the cauſe of all my future ſuffer- 
ings; therefore, the account I ſhall 
give of him, in the third volume, 
will, certainly, be the leſs liable to 


ſuſpicion, where 1 ſhall ſhew that 


he, as well as myſelf, deſerved bet- 


ter of Auſtria. 


I 'Was reſolved for ever to forfake 
Vienna, The friends of Trenck 


all became diſtruſtful of him, be- 
ceuauſe oſ his ingratitude to me. Prince 


Charles ft3ll endeavoured to perſuade 
me to a reconciliation, and gave me 
| A letter of recommendation to Ge- 
neral Brown, who then commanded 


the 9 any in Italy, But, 
. = : more 


( = 3 
more defirous of going to India, I 
left Vienna in Auguſt, 1748, de- 
firous of owing no obligation to that 
city or its inhabitants, and went for 
Holland. Mean time, the enemies 
of Trenck found no one to oppoſe 
their iniquitous proceedings, and ob- 
tained a ſentence of imprifonment, 
in the Spielberg, where he, too 
late, repented having betrayed his 
faithful adviſer, and prudent friend. 
1 pitied him, and his judges certain- 
ly deſerved the puniſhment they in- 
fied : yet, to his laſt moments, he 
ſhewed his hatred towards me was 
_ rooted, and, even in the grave, 
ſtrove, by his will, to involve me 
in misfortune, as will hereafter be 
ſeen. | 

I fled Som Vienna, 0 to God 
it had been for ever; but fate, by 
ſtrange ways, and unknown means, 
brought me back where Providence 
85 thought 


TO. F 
thought proper I ſhould become a 
veſſel of wrath and perſecution: I 


was to enact my part in Europe, and 


not in Afra, At Nuremberg I met 
with a body of Ruſſians, command- 
ed by General Lieuwen, my mo- 
ther's relation, who were marching 
to the Netherlands, and were the 
peace-makers of Europe. Major 
Buſehkow, whom 1 had known 
when Ruſfian reſident at Vienna, 
. prevailed on me to viſit him, and 
preſented me to the General. I 
Pleaſed him; and may fay; with truth, 
he behaved to me like a friend and a 
father. He adviſed me to enter into 
ehe Ruſſian ſervice, and gave me A 
company of dragoons, in the regi- 
ment of Tobolſki, on condition 1 
ſhould not leave him, but employ: 
myſelf in his cabinet; and his con- 
fadence and eo for r me were un 
bounded. 5 

275 1 e "Raw 
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'P eace followed; the army return» 
ed 4% Moravia, without firing a 
The” muſket, .and.the: head: ee woes 

"Hmngbax: Proſnitz. LA A503 

In this town a poblio ee 
ment was given, by General Lieu- 
wen, on the coronation day of the 


Empreſs Elizabeth; and here an adds 


venture happened to me, whieh- I 
fall ever remember, as 4 warning 
: and infert i $ x memento 


The army püygebe; on this — 
110 a Faro bank, for the entertain- 
ment of the gueſts. My ſtock of 
money conſiſted of two and twenty 
ducats. Thirſt of gain, of, perhaps, 
example, induced me to venture two 
of theſe, which I immediately loſt, 
and, very ſoon, by venturing again 
5 to regain them, the whole two and 
twenty. Chagrined. at. my folly, I 
returned home: 1 had nothing but a 
| | | ** 


| 
| 
} 
$ 
$ 
| 
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pair of piſtols leſt, for which, be- 


cauſe of their workmanſhip, General 
Woyekow had offered me twenty 
ducats. Theſe I took, intending, 
by their aid, to attempt to retrieve 
my loſs. Firing of guns and piſtols 
was heard throughout the town, be- 
cauſe of the feſtival, and I, in imi- 
tation of the reſt, went to the win- 
dow, and fired mine. After a few 
diſcharges, one of my piſtols burſt, 
and endangered my own hand, and 
wounded my ſervant. I felt a mo- 
mentary deſpondency, ſtronger than 


1 ever remembered to have experi- 


enced before; inſomuch that I was 
half induced, with the remaining 


piſtol, to ſhoot myſelf through the 
| head. I, however, recovered my 


ſpirits, aſked my ſervant what money 


he had, and received'from him three 


ducats. With theſe I repaired, like 
a deſperate gameſter, once more to 


3 ( 283 ) 5 
the Faro table, at the General's, 
again began to play, and, ſo extraor- 
dinary was my run of luck, I won at 
| every venture. Having recovered 
my principal, I played on upon my 
_ winnings, till, at laſt, Thad abſolutely 
broken the Doctor's bank; a new. 
bank was ſet up, and I won the greateſt 
part of this likewiſe, ſo that I ere 
home about ſix hundred ducats. 
Rejoiced at my good fortune, but 
recollecting my danger, I had the 
prudence to make a ſolemn reſolu- 
tion never more to play at any game 
of chance, to e 1 have ever 
ſtrictly adhered. [00 
It were to be wiſhed young men 
would reflect upon the effects of 
gaming, remembering that the love 
of play has made the moſt promiſing, 
and virtuous, miſerable; the honeſt, 
| knaves; and the ſincere, deceivers 
and liars. Officers, having firſt loſt 


dv.” 


e 
all their own money, being intruſt- 
ed with the ſoldiers' pay, have next 
loſt that alſo; and thus been caſhier- 
ed, and eternally diſgraced. I might, 


at Proſnitz,,, have been equally raſn 


and culpable. The firſt venture, 
whether the gameſter wins or loſes, 
enſures a ſecond and, with that, too 
often deſtruction. My good fortune 
was almoſt miraculous, and my ſub- 
- ſequent, reſolution very Uncommon ; 
and 1 intreat and conjure: my chil- 
dren, when I ſhall no longer be liv- 
ing to adviſe; and watch for their 
welfare, moſt determinedly to avoid 
play. I ſeemed preſerved. by Pro- 
vidence from; this ov bur naue 
much n, : | 
General Lieuwen, my kind patron, 
ſear me, from. Krakow, to conduct 
+ hundred and, forty ſick men down 
the Viſtula to Pantaic, where there 
were! Ruſſian, veſſels to receive 2 
tranſport them to Riga. | | 


21 re- 


BY 
I requeſted permiſſion of the Ge- 
neral to proceed forward and: viſit 


my mother and ſiſter, whom I was 


very defirous to fee: at Elbing, 
therefore, I reſigned the command. 
to Lieutenant Platen, and, attended 
by a ſervant, rode to: the biſhopric 
of Ermeland, where I had appointed 
an interview wien n nn 
village. | 
5 Here an Kockdaje bnphinn ER 
had nearly coſt. me my life": The 
Pruſſians, fome days before, had 
this village, as a reeruit. Fhe peo- 
ple were all in commotion. ILWore 
ſpatterdaſhes, and the Blut horſe uni- 
form of Ruſſia. They tock me for a 
Pruſſian, at the door, and fell upen 
me with every kind off weapons: A 
chaſſeur, who happened to be there, 
and the- landlord}; cane: ta my aſſiſt- 
* while I, battling with che peat | 
ſants, 


F 
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ſants, had thrown two of them down. 
I was delivered, but not till I had 
received, among others, two violent 
bruiſes, one on the left arm, and 
another which broke the bridge of 
my noſe. The landlord adviſed me 
to eſcape as faſt as poſſible, or, that 
the village would rife and certainly 
| murder me 5 my ſervant, therefore, 
who had retired, for defence, with a 
Pair of piſtols, into the bakehouſe, 
got ready the horſes, and we rode off. 
Is had my bruiſes dreſſed at the 
next village; my hand and eyes were 
e exceedingly.ſwelled, but I was oblig- 
ed to ride two miles farther, to the 
town of Neſſel, before I could find 
an able ſurgeon, and here I ſo far 
recovered, in a week, that I was able 
ds return to Dantzic. My brother 
_ viſited me, while at Reſſel, but my 
good mother had the misfortune, as 
mne was coming to me, to be thrown 
THT out 
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out of her carriage, by which her 
arm was broken; ſo that ſhe and my 


filter were obliged to wy Ee 1 
never ſaw her more. 5 


I was now at Dantzic, ith wh 
fick convoy, where another moſt re- 
markable eyent happened, which I, 
with good reaſon, ſhall ever re- 
membe s. : 

I became W e with: a | Prof. 
ſian officer, whoſe name I ſhall con- 
ceal, out of reſpect to his very wor- 
thy family; he viſited me daily, and 
we often rode out together in the 
neighbourhood of Dantzic. 

My faithful ſervant became ac- 
r with his, and my aſtoniſn- 

ment was indeed great when he, 

one day, ſaid to me, with anxiety, 
cc Beware, Sir, of a ſnare laid for 

« you by Lieutenant N; he 
© means to entice you out of town, 
and deliver you up to the Pruſ- 
ce ſians.“ 


=_ = 
te fjans.” I aſked him where he- 


learned this: From the lieute- 


ec nant's ſervant,“ anſwered he, whaõ 
« is my friend, and wiſhes to fave 


c me from misfortune.” 


* 


1, now; with the aid of a eus | 


"of ducats, 'diſcovered the whole af- 


fair; and learned, it was agreed, be- 
tween the Pruſſian reſident, Reimer, 
and the lieutenant, that the latter 


mould entice me into the ſuburb 


of Langfuhr, where there was an 


inn on the Pruſſian territories : here 
eight recrviting under-officers were 


to wait concealed, and ſeize me, 


the moment I entered the houſe, 
3 hurry me into a carriage, and drive 
away for Lauenberg in Pomerania. 
Tuo under- officers were to eſcort me, 
on horſeback, as far as the frontiers, 
and the remainder to hold, and pre- 
vent me from calling for help, ſo long 


ORE 
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as we ſhould remain on the territo- 
ries of Dantzic. | 
I I farther learned, my enemies 
| "nb only to be armed with ſabres; 
and that they were to wait behind 
the door. Thetwo officers, on horſe- 
back, were toſſecure my ſervant, and 
prevent him from 1 off * 
raiſing an alm. 
| Theſe preparations in th x 
| Bag been rendered frunleſs, by my 
refuſing to accept the propoſal of the 
Lieutenant: but vanity gave me 
other advice; and reſentment made 
me deſirous of avenging We for 
ſuch deteſtable treachery. $ 
Lieutenant N. came, about 
noe, to dine with me as uſual; was 
more penſive and ſerious than I had 


ever obſerved him before, and left 


me, at four in the afternoon, after 
having made me promiſe to ride 
early next day with him as far as 

» Lang- 


Langfuhr. I obſerved my conſent 
gave him great pleaſure, and my 

heart then pronounced ſentence on 

the traitor. . The moment he had 
left me I went to the Ruſſian reſi- 
dent, M. Scheerer, an honeſt Swiſs, 
related the whole conſpiracy, and 
aſked whether I might not take ſix 
of the men under my. command: for 
my own perſonal defence: I told 
him my plan, which he, at firſt, op- 
poſed, but, ſeeing me obſtinate, he 
anſwered, at laſt, «© Do as you pleaſe; 
< I muſt know nothing of the mat- 
„ ter, nor will I make ey re- 
cc ſponſible.“ = | 
I immediately joined my en 
ſelected ſix men, and took them, 
while it was dark, oppoſite the 
Pruſſian inn, hid them in the corn, 
with an order to run to my help, 
with their firelocks loaded, the 
firſt diſcharge they ſhould hear, to 
ſeize 
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fone all who ſhould fall into their 
power, and only to fire in caſe of 
refiſtance, I provided them with 

fire arms, by concealing them in the | 
carriage which en eee g 
hiding Hee 7 
_  Norwithſtanding all this precau- 
tions, I ſtill thought it neceffary to 
prevent ſurpriſe, by informing my- 
| ſelf what were the proceedings of 
my enemies, leſt my intelligence 
ſhould have been falſe; and I learn- 
ed from my ſpies that, at four in 
the morning, the Pruffian reſident, 
Reimer, had left wy” oat "ny th pots 
6 horſes. O42» 
I loaded mine and my Nrtiart 
N horſe and pocket piſtols, ; prepared 
my Turkiſh ſabre, and, in gratitude 
to the lieutenant's man, promiſed 
to take him into my 1 being | 
COL W his br a pl 
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The lieutenant cheetfully en- 
tered, about ſix in the morning, 
expatiated on the fineneſs of the 
weather, and jocoſely told me 1 


ſhould be very kindly received by 


the handſome landlady of Langfuhr. 
I was ſoon ready; we mounted, 


and left the town, attended by our 
ſervants. Some three hundred paces 
from the inn, my worthy friend pro- 


poſed that we ſhovld- alight, and 


let our ſervants, lead the horſes, 
that we might enjoy the beauty of 


the morning: I conſented ; and, hav- 


ing diſmounted, obſerved his trea- 
cherous eyes ſparkle with pleaſure. 
The reſident, Reimer, was at the 


window of the inn, and called out, 


as ſoon as he ſaw me, Good- mor- 


d row, captain, good-morrow; come, 


r come in, your breakfaſt is wait 
« ing.“ I, ſneering, ſmiled, and told | 


him I had not time, at preſent. 


80 


wa 


1 46 ) 
S0 fiying, I continued ny walk, 


but my companion would abſolutely 


force me to enter, took me by the 
arm, and partly ſtruggled with me, 
on which; loſing all patience, I gave 
him a blow, which almoſt Knocked 
him down, and ran to my 8 


Ne 


if meant to ff,. 8 


The Pruſſians, dadan d rotten 
from behind their door, with cla- 
mour, to attack me. I fired at the 


firſt; my Ruſſians ſprang from their 


= hiding place, preſented their pieces, 
and called, Sr, fluy, yebionnamat.: 
Ihe terror of the poor Pruſſians 


may well be ſuppoſed. All began 


to run; I had taken cart to make 
ſure of my lieutenant; and“ was, 
next, running to ſeize the reſident, 
but he had eſcaped out of the 
back door, with the loſs only of 


his white periwig. The Ruſſians 


had taken four priſoners, and I com- 
oh manded 
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manded them to beſtow fifty ſtrokes 
upon each of them, in the open 
ſtreet. An. enſign, named Caſfeburg, 
having told me his name, and that 
he had been my brother's ſchool- 
fellow, begged remiſſion, and excuſed 
himſelf, on the neceſſity which he 
was under to obey his ſuperiors. I ad- 
mitted his excuſes, and ſuffered him 
to go. I then drew my. ſword, and 


bade the lieutenant defend himſelf; 


but he was ſo confuſed that, after 
drawing his ſword, he aſked my 
pardon, laid the whole blame upon 
the reſident, and had not the power 
to put himſelf upon his guard. I, 
twice, jerked his ſword out of his 
hand, and, at laſt, taking the Ruſſian 
corporal's cane, I exhauſted my 
ſtrength with beating him, without 
his offering the leaſt reſiſtance. Such 
is nels n of detected treachery. 
3 J leſt. 


— ? 2 
a 0 " 
. 17 
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„ | 
5 I Teft him, kneeling,” of aying | to him, 
Go, raſcal! now, and tell your com- 
* rades the manner in which Trenck 
*« puniſhes robbers on the highway,” 
The people had aſſembled round 
us, during the action, to whom I re- 
lated the affair, and, the attack har- 
ing happened on the territories of 
Dantzic, the Pruſſians were in dan- 
ger of being ſtoned by the popu- 
lace. I, and my Ruſſians, marched 
off victorious, proceeded to the har- 
bour, embarked, and, three or our 1 
days after, ſet fail for Riga. 
It is remarkable that none of the 


public papers took any notice of this 
affair; no ſatisfaction was required. 
The Pruſſians, no doubt, were 
aſhamed of being defeated in an 
attempt ſo perfidious. 
I, ſince, have learned that Fre- 


- drink no doubt, by the falſe repre- 
fentations of Reimer, was highly 


M * 8 irritated, 
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irritated, and what afterwards hap- 
pened proves his anger purſued me 
through every corner of the earth, 
till, at laſt, 1 fell into his power 


at Dantzic, and ſuffered a martyr- 
dom moſt unmerited and unexam- 


The anc envoy,. Goltz, in- 
deed, , made complaints to Count 


Beſtuchef, concerning this Dantzic 


ſeirmiſh, but received no ſatisfac- 
tion. My conduct was juſtified in 
Ruſſia, I having defended myſelf 


againſt aſſaſſins, as A Ruſſian captain 
ought. 4 aA | N 


Some diſpaiſionate eee Fang * 


Hape me for not having avoided 


this, rencontre, and demanded per- 
ſonal ſatisfaction of Lieutenant N—. 


But 1 have, through life, on 


ſought than avoided danger. My 

vanity and revenge were, both, 5 

sed. 1 was, en where, perſe- 
cuted 
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cuted by the Pruſſians, and Was, 
therefore, detetiminell to ſhow that, 
far from fearing, - I was able o 


defend myſelf. 


1 hired the ſervant of the lieu- 
tenant, whom 1 found honeſt and 


faithful, and whom I, comfortably, 
ſettled in marriage, at Vienna, in 


1753. After my ten years impri- 


ſonment, I found him Poor, and 
again took him into my ſervice, in 


| which he died, at Zwerbach, i in 177 9. 


And now behold me at fea, on 


my voyage to Riga. I had eaten 
heartily before I went on board: 4 


ſtorm came on, I worked half the 


night, to aid the crew, but, at length, 


became ſea-fick, and went to lie 
down. Scarcely had I: cloſed my 


eyes” before” the maſter? came with 


the Joyful Tidings, as he thought, | 
that we were running for the port 
of Pillau. Far from pleaſing, this, 
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to me, was dreadful intelligence. 


I ran on deck, ſaw the harbour 


right before me, and a pilot coming 


off. The ſea muſt, now, be either 
kept in a ſtorm, or I fall into the 
hands of the Pruſſians; for 1 was 
known to the whole garriſon of 


Pinau. F ores i 


I deſired the captain to tack about 
and keep the ſea, but he would not 
liſten to me. Perceiving this, 1 


fle w to my cabin, ſnatched my piſ- 
tols, returned, ſeized the helm, and 
- threatened the captain with inſtant 
death, if he did not obey. My 


Ruſſians began to murmur; they 
were averſe to encountering the 
dangers. of the ſtorm, but, luckily, 


they were ſtill more averſe to meet 


my anger, overawed, as they were, 
by my piſtols, and my two ſervants, 


who ſtood by me faithfullyx. 
Half an n alter the florm: bes 
63” N — 


E RO. 
gen to ſubſide, and we, fortunately, 
arrived, the next day, in the harbour 


of Riga. The captain, however, 


could not be appeaſed, but accuſed 


me before the old and honourable | 
Marſhall Lacy, then governor of 


Kiga. I was obliged to appear, and 


: replied to the charge by relating the 
truth. The governor anſwered, my 
obſtinacy might have occaſioned the 


death of a hundred and fixty perſons. 
I, ſmiling, retorted, Ihave brought 


« them all ſafe to port, pleaſe your 


6 Excellency ; and, for my part, my 
« fare would have been much more 
9 * merciful, by: falling: into the hands: 


| 8 of my God, than i into the hands of 5 
« i i — 5 1 3 my 


2 comrades were foldiers, and ſear- 
«ed death as little as I do, My 


anſwer pleaſed the fine grey headed 5 


A eie 


n | 
general, and he gave me a recom- 
mendation to the chancellor Beſ- 
tuchef at Moſcow. 

General Lieuwen had . 
from Moravia, for Ruſſia, with the 
army, and was then at Riga. I 
went to pay him my refſpects; he 
kindly- received me, and took me to 
one of his ſeats, named Annaburg, 
four miles from Riga. Here I re- 
mained ſome days, and he gave me 
every recommendation to Moſcow, 
where the court then was. It was 
intended I ſhould endeavour to ob- 
- tain a company in the regiment of 
cuiraſſiers, the captains of which 
then ranked as majors, and he ad- 
viſed me to throw up my commiſſion 
in the Siberian regiment of Tobolſkt 
dragoons. Peace be to the manes 
and the memory of this worthy man! 
May God reward his' benevolence ! 
From ** 1 n in com- 


1 


17 
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pany with M. Oettinger, lieutenant 
colonel of engineers, and Lieutenant 
Weiſmann, for Moſcow. This is 
the ſame Weiſmann who rendered 
ſo many important ſervices to Ruſ- 
ſia, during the lat Mar . eg the 


Turks. 


On my arrival, after delivering in 
my letters of recommendation, I 


was particularly well received by 


Count Beſtuchef. Oettinger, whoſe 
friendſhip Þ had gained, was exceed- 
ingly intimate with the chancellor, 

and c intereſt" was "OP | 
- moted. e en 


1 a not been wü at Moſcow 


before I met Count Hamilton, my. 
former friend during my abode at 


Vienna. He was captain of cavalry 


in the regiment of General Bernes, 
who had been ſent as aan am- 
baſſador ORTHO d „ bh 


* Bernes had been ambkłſſador as 
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Berlin; i in 1 743, where he had, con- 


ſequently, kaown- me during the 
height of my favour at the court of 
Frederic. Hamilton preſented me to 
him, and I had the good fortune fo 
far to gain his friendſhip, that, after 
a few viſits, he endeavoured to de- 


tach me from the Ruſſian ſervice, 


offering me the ſtrongeſt recom- 
mendations to Vienna, and a com- 
pany in his own regiment. My 


couſin's misfortunes, however, had 
left too deep an impreſſion upon 


my memory, for me to follow his 


advice. The Indies would then 


have been preferred by me to Auf- 


tria. 


Bernes W me * dine with 


hin, in company with his . boſom - - 


friend, Lord Hyndford, the Engliſh 


ambaſſador. How great was the 


pleaſure I that day received ! This 
* ſtateſman had known me 


at 


62863 
at Berlin, and was preſent when Fre- 
deric had honobred me, with ſay- 
ing, C'eſt un i matader de ma jeunaſe. 
He was well read in men, conceived 
a good opinion of my abilities, and 
became a friend and father to me. 
He ſeated me by his ſide at table, 
and aſked me, Why came you 
t here, Trenck ? « In ſearch of 
« bread and honour; my Lord,” 
anſwered I, © having unmericedly 
<« loft them both in my own: coun- 
de try.” He farther inquired the 
ſtate of my finances: 1 told him 
my whole ſtore CG be 20008 may 
ducats. _ 
ce Take my counſel, ſaid he; you 
« have the neceſſary qualifications 
3 to ſucceed in Ruſſia, but the peo- | 
« ple here deſpiſe poverty, judge 
« from the exteriour only, and do 
« not include ſervices, or talents, 
1 00 in the imager you muſt have the 


& CO: 


/ 


G 
© appearance of being wealthy.” 'L 
and Bernes, will introduce you into 
< the beſt families, and will ſup- 
« ply you with the neceſſary means 
E ſupport. 5 Splendid Hveries, 
© led horſes, diamond rings, deep | 
play, a bold front, undaunted free- 
« dom with ſtateſmen; and gallant- 
« ry among the ladies, are the means” 


-< by which foreigners muſt make 


their way in this country. Avail 
< yourſelf of them, and leave the 


& reſt to us.“ This leſſon laſts 
ed ſome time. Bernes entered in 
the interim, and they determined, 


mutvally, to contribute e my 
promotion. | 
Few of the young 1 men b ſeek 
their fortune in foreign countries, 
enn is fayourable. For- 
tune, MF 4 moment, ſeemed willing 
to recompenſe my paſt ſufferings, 
and again to raiſe me to the height 
8 2 | from 


N 265 Ny; = 
FRED which I had fallen. T deſe 
ambaſſadors, here again, by aceident 
met, had before been witneſſes: of 
my proſperity. when at Berlin. The 
talents I poſſeſſed, and the favour 
1 then enjoyed, attracted. the notice 
of all foreign miniſters, ” They were 
boſom friends, equally well read in 
the human heart, and equally bene- 
volent and noble- minded: their 
recommendation at court was de- 
cilive ; the nations they repreſented 
were in alliance with Ruſſia, and : 
the confidence Beſtuchef ee. in 
them was unbounded. 42+ 475th 
I was: now eee into all 
companies, not as a foreigner who 
came to intreat employment, but 
as the heir of the houſe of Trenck, 
and its rich Hungarian poſſeſſions, 
and as the former favorite of the 
Prof ian moaarchi: tus oe 
I was allo admitted to che ſociety 5 

& See 904 of 
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of the firſt lnevati, and wrote a poem 


on the anniverſary of the coronatien 
of the Empreſs Elizabeth. Hynd- 
ford took care ſhe ſhould ſee it, and, 
in conjunction with the chancellor, 
preſented me to the ſovereign. My 


reception was moſt gracious; ſhe 
+ herſelf recommended me to the chan- 
cellor, and preſented me with a gold 


hilted fword, worth a thouſand ru- 
bles. This raiſed me highly in the 
eſteem of all the houſes of the ä 


| chef party. 


Manners were, at FE: time, {o- 


3 rote in Ruſſia, that every foreign- 
er, who gave a dinner, or a ball, 
muſt ſend notice to the chancellor 


Beſtuchef, that he might return a liſt 
of the gueſts allowed to be invited; 


Faction governed every thing, and, 


wherever Beſtuc hef was, no friend: 
of Woronzow durſt appear. I was 
the intimate of the Auſtrian and 
. i 


Co 4 
Engliſh ambaſſadors; conſequently, 
was careſſed 7 eſteemed in all 
companies. „ ſoon, became the | 
favourite of — chancellor's lady, 
as 1 ſhall, hereafter, notice; and 
nothing more was wanting to obtain 
all I could. wiſn. s 

I was well acquainted it Anki 
tectural deſign, had free acceſs to the 
houſe and cabinet of the chancellor, 
where I drew in company with Co- 
Ilonel Oettinger, who was, then, the 

head architect of Ruſſia, and made 
the perſpective view of the new 


: ge" to build. at Moſcow, . 


* e ee 2 3 Ky in- 
form us that the Cheſterfield ſyſtem, far from 
bein 8 ſuppoſed depraved, is held honourable, 

and its pupils boaſt of their exploits in all 
foreign countries. We ſay foreign, for we 
a have an ardent hope nn is, * N 
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palace, which the chancellor in- 
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which I acquired univerſal honour, 
1 had gained more acquaintance in, 
and knowledge of, ' Ruſſia in one 
month, than others, wanting” my Kh 
means, have done in twelve. 
As I was, one day, relating my 
progreſs to Lord Hyndford, he, like 
a friend, grown grey in courts, 
kindly took the parental trouble to 
adviſe me. From him 1 obtained 
a perfect knowledge of Ruſſia: he 
was acquainted with all the intrigues 
f of European courts, their families, 
party cabals, the foibles of the mo- 
narchs, the principles o " their go- 
vernment, the plans of the great 
Peter, and had, alſo, made the peace 
| 1 of Breſlaw. Thus; haying been the 
1 confidential friend of Frederic, he 
| was. intimately. acquainted. with his. 
heart, as well as the ſources of his 
power. Hyndford was penetrating, 
10 . had the Rong of 
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e 
the Briton, without his haughtineſs, 
and the principles, by which he 
combined the paſt, the preſent, and 
the ſyture, were ſo clear, that I, his 
ſcholar, by adbering to them, have 
been enabled to foretell all the moſt 
remarkable revolutions that have 
happened, during the ſpace of ſix 
and thirty years, in Europe. By 
theſe I knew, when any miniſter was 
diſgraced, who ſhould be his ſueceſ- 
ſor. I, daily, paſſed ſome hours 
. een by his kind converſation, 
and to him am I indebted for moſt 
of that nens, of the world 
L happen to poſſeſs. 
_— various: opportunities of 
5 cautioning me againſt the effects of 
an ardent, ſanguine temper, and my 
hatred of arbitrary power; warned 
me to beware of the determined 
perſecution of Frederic, of his irre- 
concileable anger, his i intrigues and 


— 
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influence in the various courts. of 
Europe, which he would, certainly, 
| exert to prevent my promotion, 
leſt I ſhould impede his own pro- 
jects, and lamented my future ſuf- 
ferings, which he plainly foreſaw, 
“ Deſpots,” ſaid he, © always are 
« ſuſpicious, and abhor thoſe who 
« have a conſciouſneſs of their own 
« worth, of the rights of mankind, 
„and hold the laſh of ſlavery in 
te dereſtation. The enlightened are, 
« by them, called reſtleſs ſpirits, 
C turbulent and dangerous z and 
er virtue, there, where virtue is un- 
« neceſſary for the humbling and 
© trampling upon the ſuffering ſub- 
et ject, is accounted a crime, of all 
« others, the moſt to be dreaded.” - 
Hyndford taught me to know, 


and highly to value, freedom, to 


deſpiſe tyrants, to endure the worſt 
of miſeries, to emulate true great- 
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1 
neſs of mind, to deſpiſe danger, and 
to honour only thoſe whole eleva- 
tion of ſoul had taught them equally 
to oppoſe bigotry and deſpotiſm. 
Bernes was 2 philoſopher, bot, 0 
with the penetration of an Italian, 
more cautious than Hyndford, yet 

equally honeſt and worthy. His 
_ friendſhip, for me, was unbounded, 


and che time paſſed in their com- 


enxcepted, all the perſons concerned 


pany was eſteemed, by me, moſt 
precious. The liberality of my ſen- ' 
timents, thirſt after knowledge and 
ſcientific acquirements, gained their 
_ favour: our topics of converſation 
were inexhauſtible; and I acquired 
more real information at Moſcow 
than at Berlin, under the tuition of 
La Metri, Maupertuis, and Voltaire. 
Scarcely had 1 been ſix weeks in 
this city before I had an adventure 
which I ſhall, here, relate; for, myſelf 


in 


= ks - 
* reren OY AN +S K 1 1 ne * 1 8 
— 85 1 8 4 x =. WHALES * * 
— SF VID 4 3 . — 8 3 —— — — 8 _ 
— — - 


P — 8 
* . Vs 
r a KY 
- —— — — 


(263) 


in it are, now, dead. Tatrigues, pro- 


perly, belong to novels. This bock 
is intended for a more ſerious pur- 


poſe, and they are, therefore, here, 

uſually, og eee It cannot be 
| ſuppoſed I was a woman-hater. 
Moſt of the Sed“ or bad fortune 
I experienced originated in love. 8 


J was not, by nature, inconſtant, and 


was incapable of deceit, even in 


amours. In the very ardour of 
youth I always ſhunned mere ſenſual 


pleaſures. I loved for more exalted 


reaſons, and, for ſuch, ſought to be 


beloved again. Love and friend- 


ſhip were, with me, always, united; 


and theſe I was capable of inciting, 
maintaining, and deſerving. . The 


moſt difficult of acceſs, the nobleſt 
and the faireſt, were, ever, my 
choice; and my veneration for theſe, 


always, deterred me from profler | 
eee By woman 1 was 


41 


formed ; 
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formed; of the faith of woman 
ſupported under misfortunes; in the 
company of woman enjoyed the few: 
hours of delight my life of ſorrows 

has experienced. Woman, beauti- 
ful: and well, inſtructed, even now, 
lightens the burthen of age, the 
world's tediouſneſs, and its woes; 
and, when theſe, are ended, I would 
rather. wiſh my eyes might be cloſed 
by fair and virgin hands, than, when 
expiring, . fixed on a en 
prieſt. ; 5 | 
My adyentures ih women e 
apts. furniſh , a romance: but 
enough of this. I ſhould not relate 


we Caberg were it not n to 


N / Dining, 


3 M It would be unpardonable not to warp 
the youthful reader of the mixture of good 

and bad morality in what the Baron has here, 

and in various other places, been pleaſed to 
„ e ſay 


4 


( 3 

Dining, one public day, witk 
Lord Hyndford, I was ſeated beſide 
a charming young lady of one of 
the beſt families in Ruſſia, who had 
been promiſed in marriage, though 
only ſeventeen, to an old invalid 
miniſter, Her eyes," ſoon, told me 
ſhe thought me preferable. to her 
intended bridegroom. I underſtood 
them, lamented her hard fate, and 
was ſurpriſed to hear her exclaim, 
« Oh Heavens! that it were poſſi- 
ble you could deliver me from 
© my misfortune: I would engage to 
* do whatever you would. direct.“ 

The impreſſion ſuch” an appeal 
muſt make on a, man of four and 
twenty, of a temperament likemine, 
vu" MY be © Tapper: The lady 


24 


ay een — Hr, gy as he too 
oſten and too evidently means, the worſt part 
dl love, . 2 * 
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was raviſhingly beautiful; her ſout 
was candour itſelf, and her rank that 
of a princeſs; but the court com- 
mands had, already, been given in 
favour of che marriage; and flight, 
with all its inſeparable dangers, 
was the only expedient, A public 
table was no place for long explana- 
tions. Our hearts were, already, 
one. I requeſted an interview, and 
the next day was appointed, the 
place the Trotzer garden, where T 
paſſed three rapturous hours in her 
company; thanks to her ae, 
who was a Georgian, © © 
_ To eſcape, however, from Moſ⸗ 
cow was impoſſible. The diſtance 
thence, to any foreign country, 
was too great. The court was not 
to remove to Peterſburg till the 
next ſpringz, and her marriage was 
fixed for the firſt of Auguſt. The 
misfortune was not ro be remedied, 
"Voc CE N „ 
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and nothing was leſt us but patience 

perforce. We could only reſolve 

to fly from Peterſburg, when there, 
the ſooneſt poſſible, and to take 

refuge in ſome corner of the earth, 
where we might remain unknown 
of all. The marriage, therefore, 
was celebrated with pomp, though 

I. in deſpite of forms, was the true 

huſband of the princeſs. Such was 

the ſtate of the huſband impoſed 
upon her that, to deſcribe it, and 
not give diſguſt, were impoſſible. _ 

I be princeſs gave me her jewels, 
and ſeveral thouſand. rubles, which 
ſhe had received as a. nuptial pre- 
ſent, that I might purchaſe every 

thing neceſſary for flight: my evil 
deſtiny, however, had otherwife de- 

| termined. 1 was playing at ombre 
with her, one night, at the houſe of 
the Counteſs of Beſtuchef, when ſhe | 
| complained of a violent head-ach, 
| appointed 


(6 
appointed me to meet her, on the 
morrow, in the Trotzer gardens, 
claſped my hand with inexpreſſible 
emotion, anddeparted. Alas! I never 
beheld her more, till ſtretched * 
her bier! | | 


She grew delirious, that very 


winks and fo continued: till her 


death, which happened on the ſixth 
day, when the ſmall pox began ta ap- 
pear. Amidſt her diſtraction, ſhe had 
_ diſcovered our love, and inceſſantly. 
called on me to deliver her from her 
tyrant. Thus, in the flower of her 
age, periſhed ane of the moſt lovely 
women. I ever knew, 'and n 
fled all I held moſt dear. | 
All my plans were now to be new 
arranged. 5 Lord 'H yndford,,: alone, 
was in the ſecret, for I had no ſectets 
for him: he ſtrengthened me in my 
firſt reſolution, and awned that he 
himſelf, tor. ſuch. a miſtreſs, might, 
| Ny per- 
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perhaps, have been weak enough to 
have acted as I had done. Almoſt 
as much moved as myſelf, he ſym- 
pathized with me like a friend, and 
his advice deterred me from Nane 
my miſeries, and deſcending with her, 
whem I had loved and loft, to the 
grave. This was the ſevereſt trial! 
had ever felt. Our affection was 


unbounded, and ſuch only as noble 


hearts can feel; She being gone, 
the whole world became a deſert. 
There is not a man on earth, whoſe 
life affords more various turns of 
fate than mine. Swiftly raiſed to 
the higheſt pinnacle of hope, as ſud- : 
denly was I caft headlong down, and 
ſo remarkable were theſe revolu- 
tions that he, who has read my 
hiſtory, will at laſt find it difficult 
to ſay whether he envies or pities 
me moſt. And, yet, theſe were, 
in reality, but Preparatory to the 
evils 
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evils that hovered over my devoted 
head. Had not the remembrance 

of paſt joys ſoothed and ſupported 
me, under my ſufferings, I, cer- 
tainly, ſhould not have endured the 
ten years torture of the Magdeburg 
dungeon, with a fortitude that might 
have been worthy even of Socrates. 
Enough of this. My blood again 
courſes ſwifter through my veins as 
I write! Reſt, gentle maiden, noble 
and lovely. as thou wert! For thee, 
ought Heaven to have united a form 
ſo fair, animated as it was by a ſoul 
ſo pure, to ever-blooming * and 
immortality. py 
My love for this lady 8 
well known in Moſcow; yet her 
eorpulent overgrown huſpand had 
not underſtanding enough to ſup- 
poſe there was any meaning in her 


. e during her delirium. - 


V K 


A 
Aer gifts do me amounted, in va- 
lue, to about ſeven thouſand ducats. 
Lord Hyndford, and Count Bernes, 
both adjudged them legally mine, 
and well am ] aſſured her heart had 
bequeathed me much more. 

To this event ſucceeded another, 
by which my fortune was greatly 
influenced. The Counteſs of Beſ- 
tochef was then the moſt ami- 
able and witty woman at court. 
Her huſband, cunning, ſelfiſh, but 
ſhallow, had the name of mini- 
ter, while ſhe, in reality, governed 
with a genius at once daring and 
comprehenſive. The too pliant 
Elizabeth, careleſsly, left- the moſt 
important things to the direction of 
dbthers. Thus, the Counteſs was 
the firſt perſon of the empire, and 
on whom the attention of all the 
foreign miniſters was fixed. - 

Havghty and majeſtic in "OY 

or, 


5 
or, ſhe was ſuppoſed to be the 
only woman at court who continued 
faithful to her huſband; which ſup- 
poſition, probably, originated in her 
art and education, ſhe being a Ger- 
man born; for I after ward found her 
virtue was only pride, and a know- 
ledge of the national character. The 
Ruſſian lover rules deſpotie over his 
miſtreſs; requires money, fubmiſ- 
ion, and, ſhould he meet oppoſition, 

threatens her with blows and the 
diſcovery of her ſecret. | 

During Elizabeth's reign forei gners 
could neither appear at court, nor 
in the beſt company, without the in- 
troduction of Beſtuchef. I, and Sie- 
vers, gentleman of the chamber, 
were, at that time, the only Germans 
who had free egreſs and regreſs in 
All houſes of faſhion: my being pro- 
tected by the Engliſh and Auſtrian 
ambaſſadors, gave me very pecu- 
n liar 
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har advantages, and made my com- 
pany every where courted. 
Beſtuchef had been reſident, dur- 

ing the late reign, at Hamburg, in 
which inferior ſtation he married 
the counteſs, at that time, though 
young and handſome, only. the wi- 
dow of the merchant Boettger. Un- 
der Elizabeth, Beſtuchef roſe to the 
ſummit of rank and power, and the 
widow Boettger became the firſt 
lady in the empire. When I knew 
her, ſhe was eight and thirty, conſe- 
quently no beauty, though a woman 
highly endowed in mind and man- 
ners, of keen diſcernment, diſliking 
the Ruſſians, protecting the Pruſſians, 
and at whoſe averſion all trembled. 
Her carriage towards the Ruſſians 
was, what it muſt be in her ſitua- 
tion, lofty, cautious, and ironical, 
rather than kind. To me, ſhe ſhewed 
the utmoſt eſteem on all occaſions, 

| „ Who 
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welcomed me to her table, and of- 
ten admitted me to drink coffee in 
company with herſelf alone and Co- 
lone! Oettinger. The counteſs ne- 
ver failed giving me td underſtand 
ſne had perceived my love ſor the 
Princeſs N; and, though I con- 
ſtantly denied the fact, ſne related 
circumſtances which ſhe could have 
known, as I thought, only from my 
miſtreſs herſelf: my ſilence pleaſed 
her, for the Ruſſians, when a lady 
has a partiality for them, never fail 
to vaunt of their good fortune. She 
wiſhed to perſuade: me ſhe had ob- 
ſerved us in company, had read the 
language of our eyes, and had long 
penetrated our ſecret. I was. igno- 


rant, at that time, that ſhe then, and 


had long before, entertained the 
maid of my. ty as e in her 
1 | 
About a meek: WE the. death of 
SENG. - 
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the princeſs, the counteſs invited 
me to take coffee with her, in her 
chamber; lamented my loſs, and the 


violence of that paſſion which had 


deprived me of all my cuſtomary 
vivacity, and altered my very ap- 
pearance. She ſeemed ſo intereſted 
in my behalf, and expreſſed ſo many 
wiſhes, and ſo ardent, to better 
my fate, that J could no longer 
doubt. Another opportunity ſoon 
happened, which confirmed theſe my 
ſuſpicions : her mouth confeſſed her 
ſentiments. Diſcretion, ſecreſy, and 
fidelity, were the laws ſhe impoſed; 
and never did I experience a more 
_ ardent paſſion from woman. Such 
was her underſtanding and penetra- 
tion, ſhe knew how to rivet my 
__—_— ME: | 
Caution was the thi ng moſt ne · 
ceffary, She contrived, however, 
to make opportunity. The chan- 
** 6 cellor 
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cellor valued, confided in me, and 
employed me in his cabinet; ſo that 
I remained whole days in the houſe. 
My captainſhip of cavalry was now 
no longer thought of: I was deſtined 
to political employment. My firſt 
was to be gentleman of the cham- 
ber, which, in Ruſſia, is an office of 
importance, and the proſpect of fu- 
turity became to me moſt reſplen- 
dent. Lord Hyndford, ever the re- 
politory of my fecrets, counſelled 
me, formed plans for my conduct, 
rejoiced at my ſucceſs, and refuſed 
to be reimburſed the expence he had 
been at, though now my circum» 
ſtances were proſperous. WD, 

The degree of credit l enjoyed 
ſoon was noticed: foreign miniſters 
began to pay their court to me; 
Goltz, the Pruſſian miniſter, made 
every effort to win _ but found 
me incorruptible. s 


N 6 8 The 
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The Ruſſian alliance was, at this 
time, highly courted, by foreign 
powers; the humbling of Pruſſia was 
the thing generally wiſhed and plan- 
ned; and nobody was better in- 
formed, than myſelf, of miniſterial 
and family factions at this court. 

My miſtreſs, a year after my ac- 
quaintance with her, fell into her 
enemies“ power, and, with her huſ- 

band, was delivered over to the exe- 
cutioner. Chancellor Beſtuchef, in 
the year 1756, was forced to confet- 
ſion, by the knout. Apraxin, mini- 
ſter of war, had a ſimilar fate. The 
wife of his brother, then envoy in 
Poland, was, by the treachery of a 
certain Lieutenant Berger, with three 
others of the firſt ladies of the court, 


Eknouted, branded, and had their 


tongues cut out. This happened in 
the year 1741, when "Elizabeth 
afcended the throne, Her huſband, 

h 4 how- 


Cap 1 
however, faithfully ſerved ; I knew 
him, as Ruſſian envoy, at Vienna, in 
1751, This may, indeed, be called the 
love of our country, and thus does it 
happen to the firſt men of the ſtate: 
what then can a foreigner hope for, 
jf perſecuted, and in the power of 
thoſe in authority? 
No man, in ſo ſhort a ſpace of 
time, had greater opportunities than 
I, to diſcover the ſecrets of ſtate; + 
eſpecially when guided by Hynd- 
ford, and Bernes, under the reign of 
" a well-meaning but ſhort- ſighted 


* There is a confuſion of dates, as well as 
facts, in the above paragraph. Perhaps there 
may be ſome error of the preſs; and the 
Baron's long impriſonment, and the advanced 
age in which he wrote, might both, or either, 

lead to miſtake. The Baron's chronology, 
even of hirmſelf, is, throughout, very inaceu- 
Tate. N T. 
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Empreſs, whoſe firſt miniſter was a 
weak man, directed by the will of 
an able and ambitious wife, and 
which wife loved me, a ſtranger, 
an acquaintance, only, of a few 
months, ſo paſſionately that, to this 
Paſſion, ſhe would have ſacrificed - 
every other object. She might, in 
fact, be conſidered as Empreſs of 
Ruſſia, diſpoſing of peace or war; 
and, had I been more prudent or leſs 
ſincere, I might, in ſuch a ſituation, 
have amaſſed treaſures, and depoſited 
them in full ſecurity. Her generoſity 
was boundleſs ; and, though obliged 
to pay above a hundred thouſand ru- 
bles, in one year, to diſcharge her 
ſon's debts, yet might 1 have ſaved 
aſtill larger ſum; but half of the gifts, 
ſhe obliged me to receive, I lent to 
this ſon, and loſt. So far was I from 
ſelfiſh, and ſo negligent of wealth) 
"_ by lupplying the wants of 


others, 


6 

others, I, often, on a reverſe of for- 

tune, ſuffered want myſelf. 
This my ſplendid ſucceſs, in 
Ruſſia, diſpleaſed the great Frederic, 

whoſe perſecution every where at- 
tended me, and who ſuppoſed his in- 
tereſt injured by my ſucceſs in Ruſſia. 
The incident I am going to relate 
was, at the time it happened, well 
known to, and cauſed much agi- 
tation among, all the foreign am- | 
baſſadors. | | 

Lord Hyndford defired 1 would 
make him a fair copy of a plan of 
- Cronſtadt, for which he furniſhed 
the materials, with three additional 
drawings of the various hips. in the 
harbour, and their names. There 
was neither danger nor ſuſpicion at- 
| tending this; the plan of Cronſtadt 
being no ſecret, but publicly fold in 
the ſhops of Peterſburg, England 
Was, _ then, 1 in the cloſeſt al- 


hance 


T3 
liance with Ruſſia. Hyndford ſhew- 
ed the drawing to Funk, the Saxon 
_ envoy, his intimate friend, who aſked 
his permiſſion to copy it himſelf, 
Hyndford gave him the plan ſigned 
with my name, and after Funk had 
been ſome days employed copying 
it, the Pruſſian miniſter, Goltz, who 
lived in his neighbourhood, came in, 
as he frequently paid. him. friendly 
viſits. Funk, unſuſpectingly, ſhewed 
him my drawing, and both lament- 


15 ed that Frederic had loſt ſo uſeful a 


ſubject. Goltz aſked to borrow it, 
for a couple of days, in order to cor- 


rect his own, and Funk, one of the 


worthieſt, moſt honeſt, and. leaſt 
ſuſpicions of men, who loved me 
like a brother, n, lent the 
plan. | 
No ſooner was Goltz in poflelon 
of it than he hurried to the chan- 
ceNor, with whoſe weakneſs. he was 


well 


(E 
well acquainted, told him his intent 
in coming was to prove that 4 


man, who had once been unfaithful 


to his king and country, where he 
had been loaded with favours, would 
certainly betray, for his own private 
intereſt, every ſtate where he was 
truſted, He continued his preface, 
by ſpeaking of the rapid progreſs I 
had made in Ruſſia, and the free en- 
trance I had found in the chancel- 
lor's houſe, where I was received as 

a ſon, and initiated in the ſecrets. of 0 
the cabinet. 

The chancellor Ade me: 
Goltz, then, endeavoured to incite 
his jealouſy, and told him my pri- 
vate interviews with his wife, eſpe- 
cially in the palace garden, were 
publicly ſpoken of. This he had 
learned from his ſpies, he having 
endeavoured, by the ſnares he laid, 
to make my deſtruction certain. _ 
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He, likewiſe, led Beſtuchef to ful 


pect his ſecretary, S—n, was a party 


inthe intrigue ; till, at laſt, the chan- 


cellor became very angry: Goltz, 
then, took my plan of Cronſtadt 
from his pocket, and added, . Your | 


« excellency is nouriſhing a ſer- 
oy pent in your boſom. This draw- 
te ing have I received from Trenck, 

«* copied from your cabinet defigns, 
«for two hundred ducats.” He 
knew I was employed there fome- 
rimes with Oettinger, whoſe office it 
was to inſpect the buildings and re- 


Pairs of all the Ruſſian fortifications. 
- Beſtuchef was aftoniſhed ; his anger 


became violent, and Goltz added 
fuel to the flame, by infinuating 1 


- ſhould not be fo powerfully pro- 


tected by Bernes, the Auſtrian am- 
baſſador, were it not to favour the 
views of his own court. Beſtuchef 


mentioned proſecution and the knout; 


Goltz 
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Goltz replied my friends were too 
powerful, my pardon would be pro- 
cured, and the evil, this way, increaf- 
ed. They, therefore, determined to 
have me fecretly ſecured, and pri- 
yately conveyed to Siberia. _ 
Thus, while 1, unſuſpectingly, 
dreamed of nothing but happineſs, 
the gathering ftorm threatened de- 
ſtruction, which only was averted by 
accident, or God's good providence. 
Goltz had fcarcely left the place, 
pe” when the chancellor 
entered, with bitterneſs and rancor 
in his heart, into his lady's apart- 
ment, reproached her with my con- 
duct, and, white the endeavoured to 
footh him, related all that had paſ- 
ſed. Her penetration was much 
deeper than her huſband's: ſhe per- 
ceived there was a plot againſt me: ſhe, 
indeed, knew r my heart better than any 
other, and nn. that I was 
not 
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not in want of a poor two hundred 
ducats. She could not, however, 
appeaſe him, and my arreſt was de- 
termined. , She, therefore, inſtantly, 
wrote me a line te the following 
purport. 

Tou are threatened, dear friend, 
« by a very imminent danger. Do 
© not ſleep to-night at home, but 
10 ſecure yourſelf at Lord Hyndford's 
« till you hear farther-from me. 

Secretary S— n, her confidant 

{the ſame who, not long ſince, was 
Ruſſian; envoy at Ratiſbon), was 
ſent with this note. He found me, 
after dinner, at the Engliſh. ambaſ- 
ſador's, and called me aſide. 1 read 
the billet, was aſtoniſhed at its con- 

tents, and ſhewed it Lord Hyndford. 
My conſcience was void of reproach, 
except. that we ſuſpected my ſecret 
with the counteſs had been betrayed 
to the chancellor; and. fearing his 


Jea- 


e 
Jealouſy, Hyndford commanded me 
to remain in his houſe till we ſhould 
2s further diſcovery. 
We placed ſpies round the houſe 
to! lived: I was inquired for 
after midnight, and the lieutenant 
of the police came himſelf, d 
ſearched the houſe. d 125 

Lord Hyndford went, aller ten in 
the morning, to viſit the chancellor, 
that he might obtain ſome intel- 
ligence, who, immediately, reproach- 
ed him for having granted an 
aſylum to a traitor. © What has 
< this traitor done 2” ſaid -Hyndford. 
* Faithleſsly copied a plan of Cron- 
4 ſtadr, from my cabinet drawings,” - 
anſwered the chancellor, < which he 
44 has ſold, to the Pruſſian miniſter, 
4 for two hundred ducats.”  _ 

Hyndford was aſtoniſhed; he knew | 
me well, and alſo knew that he had 
then, in nen jewels, more than 5 

eight 
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eight thouſand ducats of mine in 
his own hands; nor was he leſs igno- 
rant of the little value I ſet on money, 
or of the ſources whence I could 
obtain it, when I ' pleaſed. << Has 
cc your excellency actually ſeen this 
« drawing of Trenck's? *—** Yes, 
e] have been ſhewn it by-Goltz.”— 
„IT wiſh I might, likewiſe, be per- 
« mitted to ſee it; 1 know Trenck's 
ce drawing, and make myſelf reſpon- 
ec ble that he is no traitor. Here 
« is ſome myſtery ;. be ſo kind as to 
« deſire M. Goltz will come, and 
ce bring his plan of Cronſtadt. Trenck 
« is at my houſe, ſhall be forth- 
« coming inſtantly, and I will not 
protect him, if he proves guilty.” 
The chancellor wrote to Goltz, 
but he, artful as he was, had, no 
doubt, taken care to be informed 
that the lieutenant of the police had 
miſſed his prey. He, therefore, ſent 
vive. Kh : an 


% 


— 
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an excuſe, and did not appear. In 
the mean time I entered, Hyndford 
then addreſſed me, with the openneſs 
of an Engliſhman, and aſked—** Are 
©« you a traitor, Trenck ? ? If fo, you 
« do not merit my protection, but 
e ſtand here a ſtate priſoner, Have 
« you ſold a plan of Cronſtadt to 
« M. Goltz?” My anſwer may 
eaſily be ſuppoſed. Hyndford re- 
hearſed what the chancellor had told 
him, I was deſired to leave the 
room, and Funk was ſent for. The | 
moment he came in, Hyndford ſaid, 
« Sir, where is that plan of Cronſtadt 
« which Trenck copied?“ Funk, 
heſitating, replied, I will go for it. 
Have you it,” continued Hynd- 

ford, © at home? ſpeak upon your ho- 
« nour”'—*<©< No, my. Lord, I have 
< lent it, fora few days, to M. Goltz, 
e that he may take a copy.” 


Hyndford, immediately, then, ſaw - 


6 : the 
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the whole affair, told as chan⸗ 


cellor the hiſtory of this plan, which 
belonged to him, and which he had 
lent to Funk, and requeſted a truſ- 
ty perſon might be ſent, with him, 
to make proper ſearch. Beſtuchef 


named his firſt ſecretary, and, to 
him, were added Funk and the Dutch 


envoy, Schwart, who happened chen 


to enter. All went together to the 
| houſe of Goltz. Funk, here, de- 


manded his plan of Cronſtadt; Goltz 


gave it him, and Funk returned it 


to Lord Hyndford. 
The ſecretary, and Hyndford, both 


then defired he would' produce the 


plan of Cronſtadt, which he had 


boußht of Trenck for two hundred 


ducats. His confuſion now was 


great, and Hyndford firmly inſiſted 


this plan ſhould be forth-coming, to 
vindicate the honour of T renck, 
whom he held to be an honeſt man. 
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On this, Goltz anſwered, ©* I have 
© received my king's commands to 
prevent the preferment of Trenck, 
* in Ruſſia, and I have only fulfilled 
ce the duty of a miniſter.” -—© 
Hyndford ſpit on the ground, ak 
ſaid more than I now chooſe: to 
repeat, after which the four gentle- | 
men returned to the chancellor, and | 
I was again called, Every body: 
complimented me, related what had 
paſſed, and the chancellor promiſed, 
I ſhould be recompenſed ; ſtrictly, 
however, forbidding me to take any, 
revenge on the Pruſſian ambaſſador, 
I having ſworn, in the firſt tranſ- 
ports of anger, to puniſh. him, 
; wherever [I ſhould find him, even 
were it at the altar's ſoot. 
The chancellor ſoothed me, kept 
me to dine with him, and endea- 
voured to aſſuage my boiling paſ- 
ſions. The counteſs affected ipdif- 
Nen, 8 ference, 


__ . 
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ference, and aſked me if ſuch-like 
actions characteriſed the Pruſſian 
nation. Funk and Schwart were 
at table, All preſent congratulated 
me on my victery, but none knew 
to whom I was indebted for deli- 
verance from the haſty and unjuſt 
condemnation of the chancellor, 
although my protectreſs was one of 
the company. I received a preſent 
of two thouſand rubles, the next 
day, from the chancellor, with orders 
to thank the Empreſs for this mark 
of her bounty, and accept it as a 
it f ſign of her efpecial favour. I paid 
i _ , theſe my thanks ſome days after. 


hi The money I diſregarded, but the 
li amiable Empreſs, by her enchanting: 
I! | benevolence, made me forget the 
1 paſt, The ftory became public, 
: | and Goltz appeared neither in com- 
of pany nor at court. The manner in 


ao which the counteſs, perſonally, 
355 reproach- 


( an 3 
reproached him I ſhall, out of re- 
ſpect, paſs over. Bernes, the crafty 
Piedmonteſe, aſſured me of revenge, 
without my troubling myſelf in the 
matter, and—what happened after 
I know not: Goltz appeared but 
little in company, fell ill when I had 
left Ruſſia, and died, lon: after, of 
a conſumption. 9 

This vile man was, no Gan the 
cauſe of all the calamities which 
afterward fell upon me. I ſhould 
have become one of the firſt men in 
Ruſſia; the misfortunes that befel 
Beſtuchef, and his family, ſome years 
afterward, might have been averted ; | 
] ſhould never have returned to 
Wenna, 2 . ſo fatal to che name 

* The 805 Wa Yach and con- 
tinually makes the perſon, or incident, he 18 then | 
{peaking of the principal and firſt cauſe of 


tis future ſufferings, They were incurred by 
a combination of theſe cauſes. * T. 
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of Trenck; by the mediation of 


the Ruſſian court, I ſhould have 


recovered my great Sclavonian 
eſtates; my days of perſecution, at 
Vienna, would have been' paſſed in 
peace and pleaſure : nor ſhould 1 

have entered the . of Mag- 


deburg. 


How little did the Great Frederic 
know my heart! Without having 
offended, he had rendered me miſer- 


able, had condemned me to impri- 


ſonment, at Glatz, on mere ſuſpi- 


cion, and, flying thence, naked and 


deſtitute, had confiſcated my paternal 


inheritance. Not contented with 


inflicting all theſe calamities, he 
would not ſuffer me, peaceably, to 
ſeek my fortune in a foreign land. 
Few are the youths who, in ſo 
ſhort a time, being expelled their 


native country with diſgrace, by 


their own efforts, merits, and talents, 
& have 
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have obtained honour and favour 
ſo great, acquired ſuch powerful 
friends, or been entruſted with eon- 
fidence equally unlimited in tranſ- 
actions ſo important. Enraged as 
I was at the treachery of Goltz, bad 
opportunity offered, I might. have 
been tempted even to turn my na- 
tive country into a deſert ; nor do I 
deny that I, afterward, promoted 
the views of the Auſtrian envoy, 
who knew well to cheriſh the flame 
that had been kindled, and turn it 
to his own uſe. Till this moment 
J certainly, never felt the leaſt en- 
mity, either to my country, or king, 
nor did I ever ſuffer myſelf, on any 
occaſion, to be made the 1 of 
War diſadvantage. | 

No ſooner was I entruſted, more 
Ne oy with cabinet. ſecrets, than 
I diſcovered the ſtate of factions, 
and that Beſtuchef and Apraxin 
0 5 were, 
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were, even then, in Pruſſian pay; 
that a counterpoiſe, by their means, 
might be formed to the prevalence 
of the Auſtrian party. 3 

Hence we may date the en 


| of Ruſſian politics in the year 1762. 


Here, allo, we may find a elue to the 
contradictory orders,' artifices, poſt- 


tions, retreats, and diſappointments 


of the Ruſſian army, in the ſeven 


years war, * The counteſs, who 


was obliged to act with greater 
cavtion, foreſaw the conſequences 
of the various intrigues in which her 
huſband was engaged: her love for 

me naturally drew her from her 
former party; ſhe confided every 
ſecret to me, and ever remained, till 


her fall, which happened in 1788, 


during my impriſonment, my beſt 
friend and correſpondent. Hence 
* Beginning in 1556: ſo called by the 


German writers. T. 
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was I fo well informed of all the 
plans againſt Pruſſia, to the years 
1754 and 1756 much-more ſo than 
many miniſters of the intereſted courts, 
who imagined they alone were in the 
ſecret. How many after events could 
I then have foretold ! Such was the 
perverſeneſs of my deſtiny, that, 
where I ſhould moſt have been 
ſought for, and beſt known, chere v was 
I leaſt valued. 1 1 0 

No man, in my youth would ded 
believed I ſhould live to my ſixtieth 
year, untitled and obſcure. In Berlin, 
Peterſburg, London, and Paris, 
have I been eſteemed by the greateſt _ 
ſtateſmen, and now am I reduced 
to the invalid, liſt, How. h ſtrangg 
are the caprices of fortune! Tought. 


never to have left Ruſſia; this was 


my great error, n J ſtili live to 
repent. 4: 1699 9 | 
I have never Been paced to 
CF4 _ fleep 
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ſleep more than four or five hours, 
1o that, though, through life, I have 
allowed time for paying viſits and 
receiving company, I have ftill had 
ſufficient for ſtudy and improvement, 
Hyndford was my inſtructor in poli- 
tics; Boerhaave, then phyſician to 
the court, and my bofom friend, my 
tutor in phyſic and literary ſubjects. 
Women formed me for court in- 
trigues, though theſe, as a Philo- 

mw I deſpiſed. | 

The chancellor had greatly chang- 
<a his carriage toward me, ſince 
the incident of the plan, He ob- 
ſerved my looks and words, ſhewed 
he was diſtruſtful, and deſirous of 
revenge. His lady, as well as my- 
ſelf, remarked this, and new meaſures 

became neceſſary. | I was obliged 
to act an artful, but, at the-ſame time, 
a very dangerous part. 


. Baron Trenck, died, in 
the 
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the Spielberg, October 4, 1749, 
and left me his heir, on condition 1 
ſhould only ſerve the houſe of 
Auſtria. In March, 1750, Count 
Bernes received the citation ſent me 
to enter on this inheritance. 1 
would hear nothing of Vienna; the 
abominable treatment of my couſin 
terrified me. I well knew the 
origin of his eee the ſervices 
he had rendered, his country, and 
had been an eye- witneſs of the in- 
juſtice by which he was, repaid. 
Bernes, howeyer, repreſented that. 
the property left me was worth. 
much above. a million; that the 
Empreſs: would ſupport me in the 
purſuit of juſtice, and that I had 
no perſonal enemy at Vienna; that 5 
a million of certain property, in 
Hungary, was much ſuperior to = 
higheſt expectations in Ruſſia, where 
1 myſelf, had beheld ſo many 
* 5 changes 


1 

changes of fortune, and the effects 
of family cabals. Ruſſia he painted 
as dangerous, Vienna as ſecure, and 
promiſed me, himſelſ, effectual aſ- 


ſiſtance, as his embaty would end 


within the year. Were I once 
rich, I might reſide in what country 
I pleaſed; nor could the perſecu- 
tions of Frederic, any where, purſue 
me ſo ineffectually as in Auſtria. 
Snares would be laid for me every 


where elſe, as I had experienced in 


Ruſſia. What,“ faid he, would. 


have been the conſequence, hac 


* not the counteſs warned you of 
" the impending danger i ? You, like 
© many another honeſt and innocent 
« man, would have been ſent to 
« Siberia. Your fnnocenee muſt 
< have remained unatteſted, and 
« yourſelf, in the univerſal opinion, 

« 2 villain and a traitor, . 
ee . to me in the 
ſame 


e 

ſame tone, aſſured me of his eternal 
protection, and deſcribed London 
as a certain aſylum, ſhould I not 
find happineſs at Vienna. He ſpoke 
of ſlavery as a Briton ought to 
ſpeak, reminded me of the fate of 
Munich and Oſterman, painted the 
court ſuch as I knew it to .be, and 
alked what were my expectations, 
even were I fortunate enough to 
become general, or — in 0 | 
a country, 

Theſe ncaa at Jong: de- 
termined me; but, having plenty of 
money, I thought proper to take, 
Stockholm, Copenhagen, and Hol- 
land, in my way; and Bernes was, 
in the meantime, to prepare me a 
favourable reception at Vienna. He 
deſired, allo, I would give him au- 
thority to get poſſeſſion of the 
eſtates to which I was heir. My 
miſtreſs, ſtrongly, endeavoured tg 
GO detain. 


oy 
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detain me, but yielded, at length, 
to the force of reaſon. I tore my- 
ſelf away, and promiſed, on my . 
honour, to return as ſoon as I 
had arranged my affairs at Vien- 
na. She made the propoſition of 
inveſting me with ſome foreign 
embaſſy, by which I might render 


the moſt effectual ſervices to the 


court of Vienna. In this hope we 
parted with heavy hearts: ſhe pre- 
ſented me with her portrait, and a 
ſnuff-box er with diamonds: the 
firſt of theſe, three years afterward, 
was torn from my boſom by the offi- 
cers in my firſt dungeon at Magde- 
burg, as I ſhall, hereafter, relate. 
The chancellor embraced me, at 
| parting, with friendſhip. 'Apraxin 
wept, and claſped me in his arms, 
propheſying, at the ſame times 1 
ſhould never be ſo happy as in 
Ruſſia, I, myſelf foreboded mis- 
eo fortune, 
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fortune, and quitted Ruſſia with 

regret, but, ſtill, followed the! 2 

vice of Hyndford and Berne. 
From Moſcow I travelled to Pe- 

terſburg, where I found a letter, at 


the houſe of Baron Wolf, the banker, 
from the counteſs, which rent my 


very heart, and almoſt determined 


me to return. She endeavoured to 


terrify me from proceeding to 
Vienna, yet incloſed a bill for four 
thouſand rubles, to aid me on my 
journey, were I, abfolutely, bent to 
turn my back on fortune. 

My effects, in money and gets 


amounted to about thirty-ſix thou- 


ſand florins; I, therefore; returned 


the draught, intreated her eternal 


remembrance, and that ſhe / would 
reſerve her favour and' ſupport to 
times in which they might become 
needful. After remaining a few 


days at Peterſburg, I journeyed, by 


land, 


— 
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land, to Stockholm; taking with 
me letters of recommendation from 
all the foreign envoys. | 

I forgot to mention that Funk 
was inconſolable for my departure 5 
his imprudence had nearly plunged 
me into miſery, and deſtroyed all 
my hopes in Ruſſia. Twenty-two 
years, after-this I met the worthy 
man once more in Dreſden. He, 
there, conſidered himſelf as the cauſe 
of all the evils inflicted on me, and 
aſſured me the recital of my ſuffer- 
ings. had been ſo many cutting and 
bitter reproaches to his ſau]. Our 
recapitulation of former times gave 


us endleſs pleaſure, and it was the 


ſweeteſt of joys to meet and renew 
my friendſhip with ſuch a man, after 


| having weathered ſo many ſtorms of 


At Stockholm I wanted for no re- 
commendation: the Queen, ſiſter to 
bit - the 
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the great Frederic, had known me 
at Berlin, when I had the honour, 
as an officer. of the body-gvard, of 
accompanying her to Stettin. I re- 
lated my whole hiſtory. to her with- 
out reſerve. She, from political 
motives, adviſed me not to make 
any ſtay in Stockholm, and to me 
continued, till death, an ever gra- 
cious lady. I proceeded to Copen- 
hagen, where I had buſineſs 10 tranſ- 
act for M. Chaiſe, the Daniſh en- 
voy, at Moſcow; from whom, alſo, 
1 had letters of recommendation: 
Here I had the pleaſure of meeting 
my old friend, Lieutenant Bach, 
who had aided me in my eſcape. 
from my impriſonment at Glatz. 
He was poor, and in debt; and 1 
procured him protection, by relating 
the noble manner in which he had 
behaved. I, alfo, preſented him 
with five hundred ducats, by the 
26 "2 f aid 
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aid of which he puſhed his fortune, 
He wrote to me, in the year 1776, 
a letter of ſincereſt thanks, and died 
a colonel of habn in A Danick 
mien in 1 %%, e n e 
J remained in * e e Aa 
fortnight, and then ſailed, in a Dutch 
ſhip, from Elſinour for Amſterdam. 
Scarcely had we put to ſea before a 
ſtorm aroſe, by which we loſt a maſt 
and our bowſprit, had our fails ſhat- 
tered, and were obliged to caſt an- 
chor among the rocks of Gottenburg, 
where our gelisenanee v was deer 
fortunate. e 7 
Here we lay nine hos +> Ris we 
could make the open ſea, and here 1 
found a very pleaſant amuſement, by 
| going, daily, in the ſhip's boat, from | 
| rock to rock, attended by two of 
my ſervants, to ſhoot wild ducks, 
and catch ſhell-fiſh ; whence I, every 
evening, returned with proviſions, 


and 


C9. 
and ſheep's milk, bought of the 
Poor inhabitants for te” "Hs 
crew. ene den Z 

There was a deals among theſe 
poor people, Our veſſel was laden 
with corn; ſome of this J purchaſed, 
to the amount of ſome hundreds of 
Dutch florins, and diſtributed where- 
ever I went. I, alſo, gave one of 
their miniſters a hundred florins for 
his poor congregation," who was, 
. himſelf, in want of © bread,” and 
| whoſe annual ſtipend did not amount 
to one hundred and fifty florins. 
Here, in the ſweet pleaſure: . 
doing good, I left: behind me much 
of that money I had ſo eaſily acquired 
in Ruſſia; and, perhaps, had we ſtaid 
much longer, ſhould; myſelf, have 
left the place in poverty. A thou- 
ſand bleſſings followed me, and the 

ſtorm- driven Trenck was long re- 


ſervant, who had gained the pe 
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| membered and ag at Gotten- 


Mes «15 45:5 | 1 
In this worthy ee 0 
ever, I had nearly loſt my liſe. Re- 
turning from carrying corn, the 
wind roſe, and drove the boat to 


ſea. I not underſtanding the ma- - 
nagement of the helm, and the ſer- - - 
vant aukwardly handling the fails, 


the boat, in tacking, was overſet. 


. The benefit of learning to ſwim 1 


again experienced, and my faithful 


aided: me when almoſt ſpent. 


good people, who had ſeen v4 


ſhaltop- overſet, came off, in their 
boats, to my aſſiſtance. An honeſt 


Calmuc, whom I had brought from 


RNuſſia, and another of my ſervants, 


periſhed; I ſaw the firſt fink after 
I had reached the ſhore. 0 W. 
The kind Swedes brought me on 


board, and, alſo, righted and re- 


turned 
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turned with the ſhallop. For ſome 
days I was ſea- ſicx. We weighed 
anchors and ſailed for the Texel, | 
the mouth of which we ſaw and the 
pilots coming off when another 
ſtorm roſe, and drove us to the port 
of Bahus, in Norway, into which we 
ran, without farther damage.” In 
ſome few days we, again, ſet ſail, 
with a fair wind, and, at wann 
reached Amſterdamn. 

Here I made no long ſtay, for; 
the day after my. arrival, an extraor- 
dinary. adventure happened, in wires 
I was engaged, Dis 0 oe 
| raſhneſs.- ilib e 194.03 n 

I was a foottater while the tar? 
pooners, belonging to the whale 
fiſhery, were exerciling themſelves 
in darting their harpoons, moſt of 
whom were drunk. One of them, 
Herman Rogaar' by name, a hero 
an theſe people for his dexterity 

86 with 
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with his ſnickaſnee, came op. and 
paſſed ſome of his coarſe jokes upon 
my Turkiſh ſabre, and offered to 
fillip me on the noſe. I puſhed him 
from me, and the fellow threw down 
his cap, drew his ſnickaſnee, chal- 
lenged me, called me monkey-tail, 
and aſked whether I choſe.a firaight, 
2 circwtar,” or a croſs cut. Kot 1 

Thus, here, was I, in this nk ; 
* company, with no choice but 
chat of either fighting or running 
away. The robuſt, Herculean ſel- 
low grew more inſolent, and I, turn- 
ing round to the by-ſtanders, aſked 
them to lend me a ſnickaſnee: No, 
< no,” ſaid the challenger, cc draw 
e your great knife your ſide, 
« and, long as' it-i8,: 1 $11 lay you a 
e dozen ducats you get a gaſh in 
er the check. I drew; he confi- 
dently ebe with his ſnickaſnee, 
and, at the firſt ſtroke of my ſabre, 
1:10 | - | — . 
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that, and the hand that held it, both 
dropt to the ground, and the n 
re ew in my face. 

I now expected the people dh 
indubitably;. tear me to pieces; but 
my fear was changed into 'aſtoniſh= 
ment at hearing a univerſal ſhout 
applauding the vanquiſher of the 
redoubted Herman Rogaar, Who, ſo 
lately feared for his ſtrength and 
dexterity, became the object of their 
ridicule. A Jew ſpectator conducted 
me out of the crowd, and the peo- 
ple, clamorouſly, followed me to 
my ina. This kind of duel, by: 
which I gained honour, would, any 
| where elſe, have brought me. to the 
higheſt diſgrace. A man who knew 
the uſe of the ſabre, in a fingle day, 
might, certainly, have diſabled ' a 
hundred Herman Rogaars. - This 
ſtory may inſtruct and warn others. 

He that is quarrelſome ſhall never 
© I Hh . Want 
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want an enemy. My temerity often 
engaged me in diſputes which, by 
timely compliance and calmneſs, 
might eaſily have been avoided, but 
my eyil genius always impelled me 
into the paths of Perplexity, and 1 
ſeldom ſaw danger till it was ADR" 
| vitable. 1 bn 
l left Smiterdans for <6 ee: 
whit I had been recommended to 
Lord Holderneſs, the Engliſn am- 
baſſador, by Lord Hyndford.; to 
Baron Reiſchach, by Bernes; to the 
Grand Penſionary Fagel, by Schwart; 
and, from the chancellor, I had a 
letter to the Prince of Orange him- 
ſelf, I could not, therefore, but be 
every where received with all poſſi- 
ble diſtinction. With theſe recom - 
mendations, and the knowledge 1 
poſſeſſed, had J had the good for- 
tune to have avoided Vienna, and 
= to ts where talents would 
have 


K 5 
| have inſured me wealth, how ma- 
ny tears of affliction had I been 
ſpared } My ill fortune, however, 
had brought me letters from Count 
Bernes, aſſuring me that heaven 
was at Vienna, and including a cita- 
tion from the high court, requiring 
me to give in my claim-of inheri- 
tance. Bernes farther informed me 
the Auſtrian court had aſſured him 
I ſhould meet with all juſtice and 
protection, and adviſed me to haſten 
my . journey, as the executorſhip of 
the eſtates of Trenck was conducted a 
but little to my advantage. 1008 
This advice I took, proceeded to 
Vienna, and, from that moment, all 
my happineſs had an end. 1 be- 
came bewildered in law-ſuits, and 
the arts of wicked men, and all 
poſſible calamities aſſaulted me, at 
once, the recital of which would, 
itſelf, en ſubject matter for a hiſ- 
tory. 


6 312 8 
"tory. of hey. began by the allow 
ing incidents. 

One M. Schenck fought my ac- 
| quaintance at the Hague. I met 
with him at my hotel, where he in- 
treated I would takę him to Nurem- 
berg, - whence he was to proceed to 
Saxony. I complied, and bore his 
expences; but, at Hanau, waking 
in the morning, I found my watch, 
ſet with diamonds, a ring worth two 
thouſand rubles, a diamond ſnuff- 
box, with my miſtreſs's picture, and 
my purſe, containing about eighty 
ducats, ſtolen from my bed-ſide, 
and Schenck become inviſible. Lit- 
tle affected by the loſs of money, at 
any time, 1 yet was grieved for my 
ſnuff- box. The raſcal, however, 
had eſcaped, and it was fortunate 
that the remainder of my ready 
money, with my bills of exchange, 
were ſafely locked up. 


I, now, 


K , 
I, now, purſued my journey with- 
out company, and arrived in Vienna. 
1] cannot, exactly, recolle& in what 
month; but I had been abſent about 
two years; and the reader will allow 
that it was barely poſſible for any 
man, in ſo ſhort a time, to have ex- 
perienced more various changes of 
fate, though many ſmaller incidents 
have been ſuppreſſed. The places, 
where my pledged fidelity required 
diſcretion, will be eaſily ſuppoſed, 
as, likewiſe, will the concealment 
of court intrigues, and artifices, 
the publication of which might, 
even yet, ſubject me to more perſe - 
cutions. All writers are not per- 
mitted to ſpeak truth of monarchs 
and miniſters. I am the father of 
eight children, and parental love 
abt duty vanquifh the inclination of 
the author, and this duty, this affec- 
tion, have made me particularly 
Vor I. 4 P ©" cautions; © 
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cautious in relating what happened 
to me at Vienna, that I might, there- 
by, ſerve them more effectually than 
by indulging the pride of the writer, 
or the vengeance of the man. 
Since accounts ſo various, contra- 
dictory, and. diſhonourable, to the 
name of Trenck, have been circu- 
lated, in Vienna, concerning facts 
which happened thirty- ſeven years 
ago, I will, here, give a ſhort ab- 
ſtract of them, and ſuch as may be 
verified by the records of the court. 
I pledge my honour to the truth of 
the ſtatement, and, were I ſo allowed, 
would prove it, to the conviction 
of any unprejudiced court of juſ- 
tice; but this I cannot hope, as 
Princes are much more diſpoſed to 
beſtow unmerited favours than to 
make retribution to thoſe whom 
they have unjuſtly puniſhed. EY 
Francis Baron Trenck died, in the 
6 Spiel- 


(t 
Spielberg, October 4, 1749. It has 
been erroneouſly believed, in Vien- 


na, that his eſtates were confiſcated 


by the ſentence which condemned 


him to the Spielberg. He had 
committed no offence againſt the 
fate, was accuſed of none, much leſs. 
convicted. The court ſentence was, 


that the adminiſtration of his eſtate 
ſhould be committed to Counſellor 
Kempf and Baron Peyaczewitz, who 


were ſelected by himſelf, and the 


accounts of his ſtewards and farmers 
were to be ſent him yearly. He 
continued, till his death, to have the 
free and entire diſpoſal of his pov 
oo 


Although, before his death; "A 
ſent for his advocate; Doctor Berger, 


and, by him, petitioned the Empreſs 
ſhe would iſſue the neceſſary orders 


to the governor of the Spielberg, 
to and the entrance of witneſſes, 
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and all things neceſſary to make 2 


legal will, it by no means follows 
that he petitioned her for permiſſion 
to make this will. The caſe is too 
clear to admit of doubt. The royal 
commands were given that he ſhould | 
enjoy all freedom of making his 


will. Permiſſion was alſo given that, 


during his ſickneſs, he might be 


removed to the capuchin convent, 


which was equal to liberty, but this 
he refuſed to accept. 


Neither was his ability to make a a g 
will queſtioned. The advocate was 


only to requeſt the Queen's permiſ- 
ſion to ſupply ſome formalities, 


which had been neglected, when he 
purchaſed the lordſhips of Velika 


and Nuſtar, which petition was, like- 


wiſe, granted. The royal mandate 
ſtill exiſts, which commiſſioned the 


perſons therein named as truſtees. 
to the eſtate and effects of Trenck, 


and 


Xx 09 
and this mandate runs thus: Let 
ce the laſt will of Trenck be duly 
ee executed; let diſpatch be uſed, 
« and the heir protected in all his 
ec rights.” Confiſcation, therefore, 
had never been thought of, nor his 
power to make a will diſputed. 

I will now ſhew how I have been 
deprived of this valuable inheritance, 
while I have been obliged to pay 
above ſixty thouſand florins, to defray 
legacies he had left; and, when this 
narrative is read, it will no longer 
be affirmed, at Vienna, that, by the 
favours of the court, I inherited 
ſeventy ſix thouſand florins, or the 
lordſhip of Zwerbach, from Trenck. 
T ſhall proceed to my proofs. 
he father of Baron Trenck, who 
died in the year 1743, governor 
of Leitſchau, i in Hungary, named me, 
in his will, the ſucceſſor of his ſon, 
ſhould he die without heirs male. 
P 3 This 
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This will was ſent to be proved, 
according to form, at Vienna, after 
having been authenticated, in the 
moſt legal manner, in Hungary. The 
court called, Hof kriegſrath, at Vien- 
na, neglected to provide a curator, for 
the ſecurity of the next heir; yet this 
could not annul my right of ſuc- 
ceſſion. When Troack ſucceeded 
| his father, he entered no proteſt to 
this his father's will, therefore, dying 
without children, in the year 1749, 
my claim was indiſputable, I was 
heir, had he made no will: and even 

in caſe of confiſcation, my title to 
his father's eftates aun OR 
valid. ; 5 

Trenck knew chis but too well: 
he, as I have before related, was my 
worſt enemy, and even attempted 
my life. I will, therefore, proceed 
to ſhew the real intent of this his 
_ crafty teſtament, | | 1 

N a Deter- 


n 
Determined no longer to live in 
confinement, or to aſk forgiveneſs, 
by which, it is well known, he might 

have obtained his freedom, having 
loſt all hopes of reimburſing his lot- 
ſes, his avarice was reduced to de- 
ſpair. His deſire of fame was un- 
bounded, and this could no way, 
now, be gratified but by having him- 
ſelf canonized for a ſaint, after ſpend- 
ing his life in committing all the 
ravages of a pandour. Hence ori- 
ginated the following facts: 

He knew I was the legal claimant 
to his father's eſtates. His father 
had bought, with the family money, 
remitted from Pruſſia, the lordſhips 
of Preſtowacz and Pleternitz, in 
Sclavonia, and he, himſelf, during 
his father's life, and with his father's 
money, had purchaſed the lordſhip 
of Pakratz, for forty thouſand florins; 
this muſt, therefore, deſcend alſo 

| Ta - to 
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to me, he having no more power to 
will this from me than he had the 
remainder of his paternal inheritance. 
The property he himſelf had gained 
was conſigned to adminiſtrators, but 
a hundred thouſand florins had been 
expended in law ſuits, and ſixty 
three ſuits continued, actually, 
pending againſt him in court; the 
| legacies he bequeathed amounted 
to eighty thouſand. florins. Theſe, 
he ſaw, could not be paid, ſhould 
I claim nothing more than the pater- 
nal inheritance; he, therefore, to 
render me unfortunate after his 
eee craftily named me his uni- 
'verſal heir, without mentioning his 
father's will, but endeavoured, by 
his myſterious death, and the fol- 
lowing conditions, to r the 
' execution of his own will. FL 
F rſt, 1. was to become a cathioſte, | 
kd eh CEE Second- 


1 


{gan I 

Secondly, — I was to ſerve only 
the houſe of Auſtria ; and, 
Laſtly.— He made his whole 
eſtate, without excepting the pa- 
ternal. inheritance, a Fidei com- 
Hence aroſe all my misfortunes, 
as, indeed, was his intention; for, but 

a ſhort time before his death, he 

ſaid to the governor, Baron Kottu- 
linſky, 1 ſhall now die contented, 
* ſince I have been able to trick my 
cc couſin, and render him wretched,” 

_ His death, believed in Vienna to 
be miraculous, happened after. the 
following manner; and by this he 
had induced many weak people, who 
really believed him a ſain to kamen | 
bis views. 

Three days deſc * N W | 
in perfect health, he defired the go- 
vernor of the Spielberg would ſend 
for his confeſſor, for that St, Francis 
n > EY e 
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had revealed to him he | ſhould 
be removed into life everlaſting on 
his birth day at twelve o' elock. The 
capuchin was ſent for, but the you 
diction laughed at. 
The day, however, after the de- 
parture of his confeſſor, he. faid, 
« Praiſe be to God, my end ap- 
* proaches; my nen is dead, and 
« has appeared to me.” Strange as 
it may ſeem, it was actually found to 
be true, that the prieſt was dead. 
He, now, had all the officers of the 
garriſon of Brunn aſſembled, ton- 
ſured his head like a capuchin, took 
the habit of the order, publicly con- 
feffed himſelf, in a ſermon of an 
hour's length, exhorted them all to 
holineſs, acted the part of a moſt 
exemplary penitent, embraced all 
Preſent, ſpoke with a ſmile of inſig- 
nificance of all earthly poſſeſſions, 
Wen his leave, knelt down to prayers, 
ſlept 


cid nc 


. 
ſleptcalmly, roſe, prayed again, and, 
about eleven in the forenoon, Octo 
ber 4th, taking his watch in his 
hand, ſaid, Thanks be to my God, 
te my laſt hour approaches.” All 
laughed at ſuch a farce from a man 
of ſuch a character; yet they remark- 
ed that the left fide of his face grew 
pale. He then leaned his arm on 
the table, prayed, and remained mo- 
tionleſs, with his eyes cloſed. The 
clock ftruck twelve — no figns of 
life, or motion, could be diſcovered; 
they ſpoke to him, and found he was 
really dead. fo | a 
The word miracle was | echoed 
through the whole country, and 
the tranſmigration of the Pandour 
Frenck, How earth to heaven, by St 
Francis, proclaimed. The clue to this. 
labyrinth of miracles, known only 
to me, is, truly, as follows: 
He poſſeſſed the ſecret of what is 
Fo, P & called 


ealled the aqua toffana, and had de- 
termined on death. His confeſſor 

had been intruſted with all his ſe- 
crets, and with promiſſory notes, 

which he wiſhed to invalidate. 1 
am perfectly certain that he had re- 
turned a promiſſory note, of a great 

prince, given for two hundred thou- 

ſand florins, which has never been 
brought to account. The confeſ- 
ſor, therefore, was to be provided for, 
that Trenck might not be betrayed, 
and a doſe of poiſon was given him 
before he ſet off for Vienna: his 
death was the conſequence. He 
took ſimilar means with himſelf, and 
thus knew the hour of his exit: 
finding he could not become the firſt 
on earth, he wiſhed to be adored as 
a ſaint in heaven. He knew he ſhould 
work miracles when dead, becauſe 
he ordered a chapel to be built, 
* A e maſs, and be- 
| | queathed 
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queathed the n * thou- 
ſand florins. 

Thus died this moſt 8 
| man, in the thirty-fourth year of 

his age, to whom nature had denied 
none of her gifts; who had been the 
ſcourge of Bavaria; the terror of 
France; and who had, with his ſup- 
poſed contemptible pandours, taken 
above ſix thouſand Pruſſian priſoners. 
He lived a tyrant and enemy of men, 
and died a ſanctified impoſtor. 

Such was the ſtate of affairs, as 
; willed:by Trenck, when I came to 

Vienna, in 1750, where I arrived 
with money and jewels to the amount 
of twenty thouſand florins. 

Inſtead of profiting by the ab 
Rowe acquired, I expended a 5 
hundred and twenty thouſand florins 
of my own money, including what 
devolved to me from my uncle, his 
father, in the proſecution of his ſuits. 

Trenck 
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Trenck had paid two hundred du- 
cats, to the tribunal of Vienna, in the 
year 1743, fo procure its very repre- 
henſible ſilence concerning a curator, 
to which I was ſacrificed, as the new 


judges of this court refuſed to cor- 


rect the error of their predeceſſors. 
Such are the Firmen of courts 
of juſtice in Vienna, 


On my firſt audience, no one could 


be received more kindly than I was, 


by the Empreſs Queen. She ſpoke 


of my deceaſed couſin with much 


emotion and eſteem, promiſed me all. 
grace and favour, and informed me 
of the particular recommendations. 
ſhe had received, on my behalf, from 


Count Bernes. Finding ſixty-three 
cauſes hung over my head, in conſe - 
quence of the inheritance of Trenck,, 
to obtain juſtice in any one of which, 


at Vienna, would have employed the 


| whole life of an honeſt man, I de- 


termined 


( 97 2} | 
termined to renounce this inheri- 
_ tance, and claim only under the will, 
and as the heir of my uncle. 


With this view I applied for, and 
obtained, a copy of that will, with 


which I perſonally appeared, and de- 
clared to the court that I renounced 
the inheritance of Francis Trenck, 
would undertake none of his ſuits, 


nor be reſponſible for his legacies, _ 
and required only his father's eſtates, | 


according to the legal will, which I 
produced; that is to ſay, the three 
lordſhips of Pakratz, Preſtowacz, and 
Pleternitz, without chattels or per- 


ſonal effects. Nothing could be 


more juſt or incontrovertible than 
this claim. What was my aſtoniſh- 
ment, to be told, in open court, that 
her Majeſty had declared I muſt ei- 


ther wholly perform the articles of 


the will of Trenck, or be excluded 
the intire inheritance and have no- 
| thing 


( 328 ) 
thing further to hope. What could 
be done? I ventured to remonſtrate, 
but the will of the court was deter- 
mined and abſolute; I muft become 
2 Roman Catholic. Fo 
In this extremity, I bribed a prieſt, 
who gave me a ſigned atteſtation, 
ce That I had abjured the accurſed 
ee hereſy of Lutheraniſm.“ My re- 
ligion, however, remained what it 
had ever been. General Bernes, 
-about this time, returned from his 
embaſſy, and I related to kim the 
lamentable ſtate in which I found 
my affairs. He ſpoke to the Empreſs 
in my behalf, and ſhe promiſed every 
"thing. He adviſed me to have pa- 
tience, to perform all that was re- 
quired of me, and to make myſelf 
reſponſible for the depending ſuits. 
Some family concerns obliged him, 
as he informed me, to make a jour- 
-ney to Turin, but his return would 
5 at te 8 Þ f 24 5 be 
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be ſpeedy; ; he'would then” take the 
management of my affaits upon him- 
ſelf, "and infure my good fortune in 
"Auſtria, Bernes loved me as his 
ſon, and 1 had reaſon to hope, from 
his aſſurance, I ſhould be largely re- 
membered in his will, which was the 
more probable, as he had neither 
child nor relations. He parted from 
me, like a father, with tears in 
his eyes; but he had ſrarcely been 
abſent ſix weeks before the news ar- 
rived of his death, which, if report | 
may be credited, was effected by 
poiſon; adminiſtered by a" friend. 
Ever the ſport of fortune, thus were 
my ſupporters ſnatched from me, at 
the very moment . became moſt 
. a dog WE-TENN 

The fame” year was 1 Ukewiſe, 
deprived, by death, of my friend 
and protector, Field Marſhal Konig- 
* governor of Vienna, when he 


1320 
had determined to intereſt himſelf 
in my behalf. 1 have been beloved 
by the greateſt men Auſtria has pro- 
duced, but, unfortunately, have been 
perſecuted by the chicanery of petti- 
foggers, fools, fanatics, and prieſts, 
who havedeprived me of the favour 
of my Empreſs, guiltleſs, as I was, 
of crime or deceit, 60 left my old 
Age in poverty. 
My uills were ingeeath by a new 
accident. Soon after the departure 
of Bernes,' the Pruſſian | miniſter, 
taking me.afide, in the houſe of the 
Palatine. envoy, M. Beckers, pro- 
poſed my return to Berlin, aſſured 
me the King had forgotten all that 
was paſt, was convinced of my in- 
nocence, that my good fortune would 
there be certain, and he pledged his 
honour to recover the inheritance 
of Trenck. I anſwered, the favour 
came too late; I had ſuffered mjuſ- 
tice 


( 

tice too flagrant, f in my own country, 
and that I would truſt no prince on 
earth, whoſe will might annihilate 
all the rights of men. My good 
faith to the King had been too ill 
repaid; my talents might gain me 
bread in any part of the world, and 
1 would not again ſubje& myſelf to 
the danger of n fie 
ment. 

His perſuaſions 1 were jy but 
ineffe&tual ; * My dear Trenck,“ 
Laid he, * God is my Judge, that 
* my inte tions a Bonet; ir! 
"IF pledge. myſelf that my ſovereign 

ec will inſure your fortune: you do 
ee not know Vienna, you will loſe all 
ce by the ſuits in which you are in- 
<« volved, and will be perſecuted, 
& becauſe Fo do not SAFE a <a 
ec ſary.” | 
How 8 At 1 n 1 did 
not then return to Berlin! I ſhould 

have 
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have eſcaped ten years impriſon- 


ment, ſnould have recovered the 
eſtates of Trenck ; ſhould not have 
waſted my prime of life in the liti- 


gation of ſuits, ar“ the writing of 
' memorials, and ſhould have certain- 
ly been ranked among the firſt men 
in my native country. Vienna was 
"no place for a man who could 


not fawn and latter; yet here was 1 


deſtined to remain "fix and thirty 
years, unrewarded, unemployed, and, 


through youth and age, to continue 


on the liſt of invalid majors. 

Faving rejected the propoſition of 
the Pruſſian envoy, all my hopes in 
Vienna were ruined; for Frederic, by 
his reſidents and emiſſaries, knew how 
to effect whatever he pleaſed, in ſo- 
-reign courts, and determined that the 
Trenck, who would no longer ſerve, 
or confide in him, ſhould, at leaſt, 
find no opportunity of ſerving againſt 
him, 


633300 
him: I ſoon became painted, to 
the Empreſs, as an arch heretic, who 
never would: be faithful to the houſe. 
of Auſtria, and only endeayoured to 
obtain the inheritance of Trenck, 
that he might devote himſelf to 
Prufſia. This I ſhall hereafter prove, 


and diſplay a ſcene that ſhall be the 


difgrace of many, by whom the 
Empreſs was induced to harbour 
unjuſt ſuſpicions of an able and ho- 
neſt man. 1 here ſtand, erect and 
confident, before the world, publiſh 
the truth, and take everlaſting ſname 
to myſelf, if any man on earth can 
prove me guilty of one treacherous 
thought. I owe no thanks, for ſo 


far from having received favours, . 


have ſix and thirty years remained 
unable to obtain Juſtice, though I 
have all the while been deſirous of 
ſhedding my blood in defence of the 
monarchy where 1 have thus been 

treated. 
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treated. Till the year 1746, I 
was equally zealous and faithful to 
Pruſſia, yet my eſtates there, though 
confiſcated, were liable to recovery ; 
in Hungary, on the contrary, the 
ſentence of confiſcation is irrevoca- 
ble. This is a remarkable proof 
in favour of my honour, and my 
children's claims. | c 
Surely no reader will be offended 
at theſe digreſſions: my mind is agi- 
tated, my e rouſed, remem- 
bering that my age and grey hairs 
deprive me of the ſweet hope of, 
at length, vanquiſhing oppoſition, 
either by patience, or forcing juſ- 
tice, by eminent ſervices, or noble 
efforts. | 
This my hiſtory will never reach 
a. monarch's eye, conſequently, no 
monarch, by perceiving, will be 
induced to prctect truth. It may, 
indeed, be criticiſed by literati; 


it 


Cat 


it will certainly be decried by my per- | 
ſecutors, who, through life, have been 
: my falke en and ml proba- 
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prieſts. — All Sindy, however, 
will read, and poſterity, perhaps, 
may pity, ſhould my book eſcape 
the misfortune of being claſſed 
among improbable romances; to 
which it is the more liable, becauſe 
that the biographers of Frederic 
and Maria Thereſa, for manifeſt 
reaſons, have never ſo much as 
mentioned the name of Trenck. 
Once more to my ſtory: I a 
now obliged to declare myſelf heir, 
but always cum reſervatione juris mei, 
not as ſimply claiming under the 
will of F rancis Trenck. I was ob- 
liged to take upon myſelf the ma- 
nagement of the ſixty three ſuits, and 
the e attending any one of. 
theſe | 
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theſe are well known to thoſe ac- 
quainted with Vienna. My ſitu- 
ation may be imagined, when J in- 

form the reader I only received, from 


the whole eſtate of Trenck, 3600 flo- 


rins, in three years, which were 
ſcarcely ſufficient to defray the 
expence of new year's gifts, to the 


ſolicitors, and maſters:i in chancery. 


How did 1 labour, in, ſtating and 
tranſcribing proofs for the court! ! 
The money I poſſeſſed ſoon vaniſhed, . 
My Pruſſian relations ſupported me, 
and the Counteſs Beſtuchef ſent. me 
the four thouſand rubles I had ": "a 
fuſed at Peterſburg. I had. alſo 
remittances from my faithful miſtreſs 
in Pruſſia, and, in addition, was ob- 
liged to borrow money at the uſu- 
rious rate of ſixty per cent. Bewil- 
dered, as I was, among, lawyers and 
knaves, my ambition ſtil] prompted 


me to proceed, and all things are 


Poſſi- 


(n 


poſlible to labour and perſeverance; | 


but my property was expended, 


that the conteſted eſtates ſhould be 
made a Fidei commi ſſum, or put under 
truſt, whereby, though they were 
protected from being the further 
prey of others, I did not inherit them 


as mine. In this purſuit was my 
prime of life waſted, which might 


have been profitably 1 honour- 
ably ſpent. 


In three years, 8 1 a 


my fixty three ſuits to a kind of con- 
_ *eluſion; the probabilities were, this 


could not have been effected in fifty. 
Excluſive of my aſſiduity, the means 


I took muſt not be told; it is ſuf- 


ficient that here learnt what judges 


were, and thus am enabled to de- 
ne them to others. [ 

For a few ducats, the prefident's 
: ſwans uſed to admit me into a cloſer 


Vor, I. 2 | where 


and, at length, I could only obtain 


a Pe 
. ——— donate 
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where 1 could ſee every. thing as per- 
fectly as if I had myſelf been one of 
the council. This, often, was uſe- 
ful, and taught me to prevent evil, 
and, often, was I ſcarcely able to 
refrain burſting in upon this court. 

Their appointed hour of meeting 
was nine in the morning, but they 
| ſeldom ' aſſembled before eleven. 
The preſident then told his beads, 
and muttered his prayers. Some 
one got up and harangued, while 
the remainder, in pairs, amuſed 
themſelves with talking, inſtead of 
liſtening, after which the news of 
the day became the common topic | 
of converſation, and the council 
broke up, the court being firſt ad- 
journed ſome three weeks, without 
coming to any determination. — 
This was called Fadicium delegatum 
in cauſis T, renckianis 3 and when, at 
laſt, they came to a concluſion, the 

OY 3 6 ſen» 
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.Nntence! was ſuch as 1 ſhall - ever 7 | 
e at and abhor. _ « 
he real eſtates of Trenck con- 
Liſted 5 in the great Solavonian ma- 
-nors, called the lordſhips of Pakratz, 
Preſtowakz, and Pleternitz, Which 
he had inherited from his father, 
and were the family property, toge- 
ther with Velika and Nuſtak, which 
he, himſelf; had purchaſed: the annu- 
al income of theſe was 60000 flo- 
Tins, and they contained more than 
two hundred villages and haralets. 
The laws of Hungary require, | 
: 'rſt, That thoſe who cliches 
eſtates, ſhall obtain © the nn. 
regius (royal conſent). | 
2d, That the ſeller mall poſſel, 
and make over the right of property, 
together with that of W 
hes alienating, and | | 
ay. That the purchaſer. 8 


Quit be 


N 
| | . 


Cob 2 
de a native born, or have bought ins 
naturalization. ' 
i In default of all, or any af theſe, 
| . the Fiſcus, on the death of the pur- 
= chaſer; takes poſſeſſion, repaying the 
ſumma emptitia, or purchaſe money, 
together with what can be ſhown to 
have been laid out in improvements, 
or the ſumma inſcriptitia,” the ſum at 
which it ſtands rated in the ta 7 
regiſter. Sadr Be] : 
Without form, or notice, the 
| Hungarian _ Fiſcal Preſident, Count 
_ Graſſalkowitz, took poſſeſſion of all 
the Trenck eſtates on his deceaſe, 
in the name of the Fiſcus. The 
prize was great, not ſo much becauſe 
of the eſtates themſelves, as the 
perſonal property upon them. 
Trenck had ſent loads of merchandize 
to his eſtates, of linen, ingots of 
gold, and filver, from Bavaria, Al. 
ſutia, and Sileſia. He had a vaſt 
ſtore- 


| 
| 5 
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tore · houſe of arms, and of ſaddless, 
alſo the great ſilver ſervice of the ; 
Emperor Charles VII. which he | 
had brought from Munich, with _ 1 
the ſervice of plate of the King o | 
Pruſſia; and the perſonal property 'Y 
on theſe eſtates was affirmed, con- 
ſiderably, to exceed in value the 
eſtates themſelves. | 
1 was, not long ſince, informed, 
by one of the firſt generals, whoſe 
honour is undoubted, that ſeveral 
waggons were laden with theſe rich . 
effects, and ſent to Mihalefze. Hias 
teſtimony, was indubitable; he knew 
the two Pandours, who were the con- 
fidents of Trenck, and the keepers 
of his treaſures, and theſe, during 
the general | plunder, each ſeized 4 
bag of pearls, and fled to Turkey, 
where they became wealthy mer- 
chants. His rich ſtuds of horſes 
were taken, and the very cows dri- 
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ven off the farms. His ſtand of 
arms conſiſted of more than three 
thouſand rare pieces. Trenck had 
. affirmed, he had ſent linen to the va- 
hue of fifty thouſand florins, in cheſts, 
from Dannhauſen and Gerſdorf, in 
the county of Glatz, to his eſtates; 
the. pillage was general, and when 
orders came to ſend all the property 
of Trenck, and deliver it to his uni- 
verſal heir, nothing remained that 
any perſon would accept. I have 
myſelf ſeen, in a certain Hungarian 
nobleman's houſe, ſome valuable 
arms; which I poſitively knew I had 
been robbed of; and I' bought, at 
Effeck, ſome ſilver plates on whien 
were the arms of Prufſia, that had 
been fold by counſellor Dn, who 

had been empowered to take poſſeſs. 
ſion of theſe eſtates, and had thus ren- 
dered himſelf rich. Of this 1 procured 5 
an . and & proves the theft: 
I com- 
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"F complained aloud at Vienna, but 
received an order, from the court, to 
be ſilent, under pain of diſpleaſure, 
and. alſo to go no more into Scla- 
vonia. The principal reaſon of my 
ſoſs of the landed property in Hun- 
gary was my having dared to make 
inquiries concerning the perſonal; _ 
not one guinea of which was ever 
brought to account. I then proved 
my right to the family eſtates, left 
A my uncle, beyond all diſpute, and 
allo of thoſe purchaſed by my couſin. 
The commiſſioners, appointed to mar 
quire into theſe rights, even con- 
- firmed them, yet, after they had been 
thus eſtabliſhed, J received the fol- 
lowing order from the court, in the 


hand of the Empreſs herſelf. The 


* preſident, Count Graſſalkowitz, 
© takes it upon his conſcience that 


- 752 lf © the Sclavoniar eſtates do not de- 
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e ſcend to Trenck, in natura, he 
46 muſt, therefore, receive the /um- 
« ma emptitia & inſcriptitia, together 
« with the money he can ſnew to 
have been expended 4 in PROD? 
; ments.“ | | "oo 

And herewith ended my a 
and my hopes. I had ſacrificed my 
property, laboured through ſixty 
three inferior ſuits, and loſt this 
great cauſe without a trial. I could 
have remained ſatisfied with the loſs 
of the perſonal property: the booty 
of a ſoldier, like the wealth amaſſed 
by a miniſter, appears to me little 
better than a public robbery; but 
the acquirements of my anceſtors, 
which deſcended to me by right, I 
could not be deprived of, without 


enxceſſive cruelty. Oh patience = 


Patience et, ſhall my child- 
ren never become the footmen, or 
rooms, 


2 
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grooms, of thoſe who have robbed . 
them of their inheritance; and to 
them 1 bequeath my rights in all 
their power: nor ſhall any man pre. 
vent my crying aloud, ſo long as 
juſtice ſhall not be done. 
. preſident, it is true, did not, 
immediately, poſſeſs himſelf of the 
eſtates, but he took good care his 
friends ſhould have them at ſuch. 
rates, that the ſale of them did not 
bring the fiſcal treaſury 150,000 
dollars, while I, in real and perſonal 
property, loſt a million and a half; 
nay, probably, a ſum equal to this 
in perſonal property alone. 
The ſumma inſcriptitia, & ampli 
tia, for all theſe great eſtates, only 
amounted to -149,000 florins, and 
this was to be paid by the chamber, 
but the preſident thought proper to 
deduct 10,000, on pretence the cat- 
tle had been driven off the eſtate of 
AS Pakratzs 
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. 
Pakratz; and further, 36, 000 more, 
under the ſhameful pretence that 
Trenck, to recruit his pandours, had 
drained the eſtates of 3600 vaſſals, 
who had never returned; the eſtates, 
therefore, muſt make them good at 
the rate of thirty florins per head, 


which would have amounted to 
168,000 florins; but, with much 


difficulty, this ſum was reduced, as 
above ſtated, to 36,000 florins, each 
vaſſal reckoned at ten florins per 
head. Thus was I obliged,. from 
the property of my family, to pay 
for 3600 men, who had gloriouſly 
died in war, in defence of the con- 
teſted rights of the great Maria 
Thereſa; who had raiſed ſo many 


millions of contributions for her 


in the countries of her enemies; 
who, ſword in hand, had ſtormed 
and taken ſo many towns, and dif- 

perſed, or taken priſoners, - ſo many 
| thau- 


(ae FF. 
thouſands of her foes. Would this | 
be believed by liſtening nations? 
All deductions made for legacies, 
fees, and formalities, there remained 
to me 63,000 florins, with which I 
purchaſed the lordſhip of Zwerbach, 
and I was obliged to pay 6000. 
florins for my naturalization. Thus, 
when the ſums are enumerated 
which I expended .on the ſuits of 
Trenck, received from my friends at 
Berlin and Peterſburg, it will be. 
found that I cannot, at leaſt, have 
been a gainer by having been made 
the univerſal heir of the immenſely 
rich Trenck. With regret I write 
theſe truths, in ſupport of my chil- 
dren's claims, that they may not, in 
my grave, reproach. me for having 
f neglected the duty of a father. 
I will, here, add a few particulars- 
| which may afford the reader matter 
for meditation, cauſe him to com- 
| 4a miſerate 
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miſerate my fate, and give a picture 
of the manner in which the proſecu- 
tion was carried on againſt Trenck, 
One Schygrai, a filly kind of 
beggarly baron, who was treated 
as 'a buffoon, was invited, in the 

year. 1743, to dine with Baron 
Pejaczewitz, when Trenck happened 
to be preſent. The converſation 
happened to turn on brandy, and 
Trenck, jocularly, ſaid he annually 
diſtilled brandy, from cow- dung, to 
the value of thirty thouſand florins. 
Schygrai ſuppoſed him ſerious, and 
wiſhed to learn the art, which 
Trenck promiſed to teach him. Pejac- 
zewitz told him he could give him 
thirty thouſand load of dung. But 
« where ſhall I get the wood?” ſaid 
Schygrai. © 1 will give you thir- 
«yp thouſand klafters,” anſwered 
Frenck. The credulous baron, 
thinking himſelf very fortunate, de- 


44k A A AOL ACA ——— — 


634900 
fired written promiſes, which they 
gave him; and that of Trenck ran 
thus: © ] hereby permit and em- 


cc power Baron Schygrai to 2 ell, | 


< gratis, in the foreſt of Tſcherra 
% Horra, thirty thouſand klafters of 


* wood. Witneſs my hand, 


' « Trenck,” » 

* 95 was no ſooner dead than 
the Baron brought his note, and 
made application to the court. His 
attorney was the noted Buſſy, and 
the court decreed the eſtates of 


Trenck ſhould pay at the rate of 


one florin thirty kreutzers per klafter, 


or forty-five thouſand florins, with all 
coſts, and an order was given to the 


adminiſtrators to pay the money. 
Juſt at this time 1 arrived at Vi- 


enna, from Peterſburg. Doctor 


Berger, the advocate of Trenck, 


told me the affair would admit of 
uo delay. 1 haſtened to the Em- 


preſs, | 
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preſs, and obtained an order t to 


delay payment. An enquiry was 
inſtituted, and this foreſt of Tſcherra 


_ Horra was found to be ſituated in 


Turkey. The abſurdity and injuſtice 


were flagrant, and it was revoked. 


I cannot fay how much of theſe 
forty-five thouſand florins the baron 


had promiſed to the noble judge and 


the attorney. I only know that 


neither of them was puniſhed, Had 
not ſome holidays, luckily, inter- 


vened, or had the attorney expected 


my. arrival, the money would have 


been paid, and an ine ffectual at- 


tempt to obtain retribution would 


have been the conſequence, as hap- 
pened in many ſimilar inſtances. 


I haye before mentioned the ad- 


vertiſement inviting all who had 


any demands or complaints againſt 
Trenck to appear, with the promiſe 


| of a ducat a day; and i it is, here, 


oye 


K 
proper to add that the ſum of fif - 
teen thouſand florins were brought to 
account, and paid out of the eſtates 
of Trenck. For this ſnameſul pur- 
poſe ſome thouſands of florins were 
paid, beſide, to this ſpecies of claim- 
ants; and, though after examina- 
tion, their pretenſions all proved 
to be futile, and themſelves were 
caſt in damages, yet was none of 
this money ever refunded, or the 
falſe claimants puniſhed. ' Among 
theſe the pretended daughter of 
| General Schwerin received two 
thouſand florins, notorious as was 
her character. Again: Trenck was 
accuſed of having appropriated the 
money of the regiment to his o.] n 
uſe, and treated as if convicted. 
After his death a conſiderable de- 
mand was, accordingly, made. 1 
happening, however, to meet with 
Ruckhardt, his quarter-maſter, he, 
with 


een 

with aſſeverations, declared that, in- 
ſtead of being indebted to his regi- 
ment, the regiment was more than a 
hundred thouſand florins. indebted 
to him, adviſed me to get atteſta- 
tions from the captains, and aſſured 
me he, himſelf, would give in a 

clear ſtatement df the e 8. 
; enn. oy} | 
| 1 followed his . ee to 
the regiment, and obtained ſo many 
proofs that the quarter-maſter ' of 
the regiment, who, in concurrence: 

with the major, had, in reality, 
pocketed the money, was impri- 
ſoned, and put in irons. What be- 
_ came of the thief, or the falſe wit- 
neſs, afterward, I know not! 1 only 
know that nothing was refunded, 
that the quarter-maſter found pro- 
tectors, detained the money, and, 
ſome g after this vile action, 
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purchaſed A commiſſion. . One in- 
ſtance more. 

Trenck, to the corps If e 
he commanded, added a corps of 
huſſars, which he raiſed, and pro- 
vided with horſes and accoutrements 
at his own expence. Theſe huſſars 
were diſbanded after his death, and 
the horſes and accoutrements ſold by. 
auction. My demand, on this ac- 
count, was upward of ſixty thou- 
ſand florins; to which I received 
neither money nor reply. He had, 
alſo, expended a hundred thouſand 
florins for the raiſing and equipping 
his three thouſand pandours; in 
conſequence of which a ſigned agree - 
ment had been given him, by go- 
vernment, that theſe hundred thou- 
ſand florins ſhould be repaid to his 


heir, or he, the heir, ſhould receive; 


the command of the regiment. T he 
regiment, eve at his deceaſe, 
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was given to General Simſchen, and, 
as for the agreement, care was taken 
it ſhould never come into my hands. 
Thus theſe hundred thouſand forins 
were loſt. en 
i "Yet bas it been vickedly affirmed 
he was impriſoned in the Spielberg 
for having embezzled the regiment's 
money; whereas, I would to God I 
only was in poſſeſſion of the ſums 
he expended on this regiment. but 
he conſidered the regiment as his 
own, and, great as was his avarice, 
ſtill greater was his deſire of fame, 
and greater ſtill his love for his 
Empreſs, for whom he would, glad- 
4z; have e Bog: e and 
F 
- With reſpect to als money i | 
was to have been repaid for im- 
provement of the eſtates, I muſt add 
theſe eſtates were bought at a time 


© 55 3 | 


when n the country * been left de- 
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ſolate by the Turks, and the rein- 
ſtatement of ſuch places as had 
"Wal into their hands, and the erect- 
ing of farm-houſes, mills, ſtocking 
them with horſes, cattle, and ſeed 
corn, according to my poor eſtimate, 
could not amount to leſs than eigh- 
ty thouſand florins ; but I was for- 
bidden to go into Sclavonia, and 
the preſident offered, as an indem- 
nificatibn, four thouſand florins.— 
Every body was aſtoniſhed, but he, 
with the utmoſt coolneſs, told me. 
| 1 muſt either accept this or nothing. 5 
The hearers of this ſentence. caſt, 
their, eyes up to heaven, and pitied' 
me. 1 remonſtrated, and thereby 
only made the matter worſe, | Grief 
and anxiety occaſioned me to take a 
Journey into Italy, paſſing through. 
Venice, Rome, and Florence. 

On my return to Vienna, I, by a 
friendly interference 1 in behalf of a 
woman,. 
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woman, whoſe fears, rather than 
guilt, had brought her into danger, 


became ſuſpected myſelf, and the 


very officious officers of the police 

had me impriſoned, as a coiner, 
without the leaſt grounds for any 
ſuch accuſation, except their on 
ſurmiſes. 1 was detained, unheard, 
nine days, and when having been 


heard, I had intirely juſtified myſelf, 


was, again, reſtored to liberty: pub- 
lic declaration was then made, in 
the Gazette, that the officers of tho 


| police had ated too precipitately. 


This was the ſatisfaction n 
but this did not content me. 1 
threatened the counſellor by whom 5 
my « character had been ſo aſperſed; and 


the Empreſs, condeſcending to me- 
diate, beſtowed on me a captainſhip 


of cavalry i in the Cordova Cuiraſſiers. 
Such was the recompenſe' I re- 


ceiyed for wounds fo deep, i and ſuch 
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he negle& into which I was thrown 7 
at Vienna. Dilcontent ted 1 me to 
Here I Shiny ah! 3 of 

| oy colonel, Count Bettoni, who, 
"himſelf, told the Empreſs I, more 
than any other, had contributed to 
the forming of the regiment. It 
may well be imagined how a man 
like me, accuſtomed, as 1 had been, 
| to the firſt company of the firſt 
courts, muſt paſs my time among 
the Carpathian mountains, where 
neither ſociety nor good books 
| were to be found, nor knowledge, of 
| which I was enamoured, improved. 
The converfation of Count Bettoni, 
and the chace, rogether with the 
love of the general of the regiment, 
old Field-marſhal Cordova, were my 
only reſources; the perſecutions, neg- 
lect, and even contempt, I received 2 
= Vienna, were ſtill the ſame. 


In 


t U | 
In the year 1754, and the 8 
of March, my mother died in Pruſ- 
ſia, and I requeſted; permiſſion: of 
the court that held the inheritance 
by” Trenck, as a fidei commiſſum, to to 
make a journey to Dantzic, to . 
ſome family affairs with my brothers 
and ſiſter, my eſtates being confiſ- 
coated. This permiſſion was granted, 
and thither I went in May, where I, 
once more, fell into the hands of 
the Pruſſians, which forms the ſe- 
cond great, and till. more. gloomy 
epocha in my life. . All who read 
what follows will ſhudder, will com- 
miſerate him who, feeling himſelf 
innocent, relates afflictions he has 
miſefably encountered, and glori- 
. oully overcome. 
l left Hungary, 3 I 1 was in 
garriſon, for Dantzic, where I had 
deſired my brothers, and ſiſter to 
meet me, that we might ſettle our 
6 1 affairs. 
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affaim. My principal intent, however, 9 Þ 


was a journey to Peterſburg, there 
to ſeek the advice and aid of my 
friends, for law and perſecution were 
not yet ended at Vienna, and my 
captain s pay, and ſmall income, 
were ſcarcely ſufficient to defray 
charges of attornies and counſellors. 
It is here moſt worthy of remark 
that I was told, by Prince Ferdinand 
of Brunſwic, governor of Magde- 
burg, he had received orders to 
prepare my priſon, at Werbung, 
before Lget out from Hungary. 
Nay, more, it had been writtew, 
from Vienna to Berlin, that the King 
muſt beware of Trenck, for that he 
would be at Dantzic -at the time 
when the King was to viſit his camp 
in Pruſſia, 
What thing more vile, what con- 
trivance more abominable could the 
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vickedeſt wretch on earth find to 
baniſh a man his country, that 
he might ſecurely enjoy the pro- 
perty of which the other had 
been robbed! — That this was 
done, I have living witneſſes in 
his Highneſs Prince Ferdinand of 
Brunſwic, and the Berlin miniſtry, 
from. whoſe mouths I learned this 
artifice of villainy. It is the more 
neceſſary to eſtabliſh this truth, be- 


cauſe that no one can comprebend 


why the Great Frederic ſhould have 
proceeded againſt me in a manner ſo 
cruel as, when it comes to be relat- 
ed, muſt raiſe the indignation of the 
juſt, and move hearts. of iron ta 
commiſerate. E 
Mien ſo vile, ſo. 1 as I 81 
Ade them, in conjunction with 
one Weingarten, ſecretary to Count 
Puebla, chen Auſtrian miniſter at 
| Th Go Berlin, 
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Berlin, have brought on me theſe | 
my misfortunes. _ . | 
This was the Weingarten, who, 
as is now well known, betrayed all 
the ſecrets of the Auſtrian court to 
Frederic, who, at length, was diſco- 
vered in the year 1756, and who, 
when the war broke out, remained 
in the ſervice of Pruſſia, This ſame 
Weingarten, alſo, not only cauſed 
my wretchedneſs, but my ſiſter's ruin 
and death; as he, likewiſe, did the 
puniſhment and death of three in- 
nocent men, which will hereafter be 
ſnewn. 1 : 
It is an incontrovertible truth that : 
I was betrayed, and fold, by men in 
Vienna, whoſe intereſt it was that 
1 ſhould be eternally filenced. 
1 was immediately viſited, by my 
brothers and ſiſter, on my arrival at 
Dantzic, where we lived happy in 
Vol., I. Om — 
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each other's company, during a fort- 
night, and an amicable partition was 
made of my mother's effects: my 
ſiſter perfectly juſtified herſelf con- 
cerning the manner in which I was 
obliged to fly from her houſe, in the 
. year 1746; our parting was kind, 
and as brother and ſiſter ought to 
part. | my 
Our only a in Dant- 
zic was the Auſtrian reſident, M. 
Abramſon, to whom I brought let- 
ters of recommendation from Vienna, 
and whoſe reception of us was polite 
even to extravagance. 
This Abramſon was a Profiian 
born, and had never ſeen Vienna, 
but obtained his then office by the 
recommendation of Count Beſtuchef, 
without ſecurity for his good con- 
duct, or proof of his good morals, 
heart, or head. He was in cloſe 
connection with the Pruſſian reſident, 
| Reimer, 
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Reimer, and was made the inftru- | 
ment of my ruin. 

Scarcely had my brothers and Giter 
departed before I determined to 
make a voyage, by ſea, to Ruſſia. 
Abramſon contrived a thouſand ar- 
tifices, by which he detained me a 
week longer in Dantzic, that he, in 
conjunction with Reimer, might 
make the neceſſary preparations, - 

The King of Pruſſia had demand- 
ed that the magiſtrates of Dant- 
zic ſhould deliver me up, but this 
could not be done, without offending 
the imperial court, I being a com- 
miſſioned officer in that ſervice, with 
proper paſſports: it was, therefore, 
probable that this negociation re- 
quired letters ſhould paſs and repaſs, 
and, for this reaſon, Abramſon was 
employed to detain me ſome days 
longer, till, by the laſt letters from 
Berlin, the magiſtrates of Dantzic 
R 2 were 


(364) 
were induced to violate public ſafety, 
and the laws of nations. Abramſon 
I conſidered as my beſt friend, and 
my perſon as in perfect ſecurity; he 
had, therefore, no difficulty in per- 
ſuading me to ſtay. | 

The day of ſuppoſed departure, 
on board a Swediſh ſhip for Riga, 
approached, and the deceitful Abram- 
ſon promiſed me to ſend one of his 
ſervants to the port, to know the 
hour. At four in the afternoon, he 
told me he had himſelf ſpoken to 
the-captain, who ſaid he ſhould not 
Fail till the next day; adding that 
he, Abramſon, would expe& me 
to breakfaſt, and would then accom- 
Pany me to the veſſel, I felt a ſecret 
inquietude, which made me deſirous 
of leaving Dantzic, and immediately 
' to ſend all my baggage, and ſleep on 
board. Abramſon prevented me, 
dragged me almoſt ane along 
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with him, telling me he had much 
company, and that I muſt abſolutely 
dine and ſup at his houſe: accord- 
ingly, I did not return to my inn 
till eleven at night. „ 

I was but juſt in bed when I 
heard a knocking at my door, which 
was not ſhut, and two of the city 
magiſtrates, with twenty grenadiers, 
entered my chamber, and ſurround- 
ed my bed ſo fuddenly that I had 
not time to take to my arms and 
defend myſelf. My three ſervants 
kad been ſecured, and I was told 
that the moſt worthy magiſtracy of 
Dantzic was obliged to deliver me 
up, as a delinquent, to his . 
the King of Pruſſia. 

What were my feelings at ſeeing 
myſelf thus betrayed !—They ſilent- 
ly conducted me to the city priſon, 
where I remaind twenty-four Hours. 
2 noon, Abramſon came to viſit 
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me, affeted to be infinitely con- 
cerned and enraged, and affirmed he 
had ſtrongly proteſted againſt the 
illegality of this procceding to the 
magiſtracy, as I was actually in the 
Auſtrian ſervice; but that they had 
anſwered him, the court of Vienna 
had afforded them a precedent, for 
that, in 1752, they had done the ſame 
by the two ſons of the Burgomaſter 
Rutenberg, of Dantzic, and that, 
therefore, they were juſt ified in mak - 
ing repriſal; that, likewiſe, they durſt 
not refuſe the moſt earneſt requeſt, 
accompanied with threats, of the 
King of Pruſſia. 2 45401 
I beir plea of retaliation originated 
as follows: There was a kind of club 
at Vienna, the members of yhich were 
ſeized, for having aan ed the 
utmoſt extravagance and debauch- 
ery, two of whom were the ſons 
of the Burgomaſter Rutenberg, and 
3 Who 
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| who were ſentenced to the pillory. 
Great ſums were offered, by the fa- 
ther, to avoid this public diſgrace, 
but ineffectually; they were puniſh- 
ed, their puniſhment was legal, and 
had no ſimilarity whatever to my 
caſe, nor could it, any way, juſtly Bine 
pretence of repriſal. | 
Abramſon, who had, in reality, en- 
tered no proteſt whatever, but rather 
excited the magiſtracy, and acted in 
concert with Reimer, adviſed me 
to put my writings and other va- 
luable effects into his hands, other- 
wiſe they would be ſeized. He 
knew I had received, in letters of 
exchange, from my brothers and 
ſiſter, about ſeven thouſand florins, 
and theſe I gave him, but kept my 
ring, worth about four thouſand 
and ſome ſixty guineas, which I had 
in my purſe. He then embraced - 
me, declared nothing ſhould be 
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neglected to effect my immediate de- 
liverance, that even he would raiſe 
the populace for that purpoſe, that 
I- could not be given up to 
the Pruſſians in leſs than a week, 
the magiſtracy being ſtill undeter- 
mined, in an affair fo ſerious, and 
he left me, ſhedding abundance of 
crocodile tears, like the moſt affec- 
tionate of friends. 
The next night, two magiſtrates, 
with their poſſe, came to my priſon, 
attended by reſident Reimer, a Pruſ- 
fian officer and under-officers, and 
into their hands I was delivered.— 
The pillage inſtantly began; Reimer 
tore off my ring, ſeized my wateh, 
ſnuff- box, and all I had, not fo much 
as ſending me a coat, or ſhirt, from 
my effects, after which, they put me 
into a cloſe coach, with three Pruf- 
ſians. The Dantzie guard accom- 
panied the carriage to the city gate, 
that 
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that was opened to let me paſs, 
after which, the Dantzic dragoons 
eſcorted me as far as Lauenburg, i in 
Pomerania. 

I have forgotten the date of this 
miſerable day, but, to the beſt of my 
memory, it muſt have been in the 
beginning of June. Thirty Pruſſian 
huſſars, commanded by a lieutenant, 
relieved the dragoons at Lauenburg, 
and thus was I eſcorted, from gar- 
riſon to garriſon, till 1 arrived at 
Berlme - 

Hence, it was evidently falſely 
3 by the magiſtracy of Dant- 
zic, and the conſpirator, Abramſon, 
who wrote, in his own exeuſe, to 
Vienna, that my ſeizure muſt be at- 
tributed: wholly to my own impru- 
dence, and that I had expoſed my- 
felf to this arreſt, by going without 
the city gates, where I was taken 
and carried off: nor is it leſs aſto- 

niſhing 
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niſhing that the court of Vienna 
ſhould not have demanded ſatisfac- 
tion, for the treachery of the Dant- 
zickers toward an Auſtrian officer, 
I having incontrovertibly proved this 
treachery, after I had regained my 
liberty. Abramſon, indeed, they 
could not puniſh, for, during my 
' impriſonment, he had quitted the 
| Auſtrian for the Pruſſian ſervice, 
where he had, gradually, become 
ſo contemptible that, in the year 
1764, when I was releaſed from my 
impriſonment, he was himſelf im- 
priſoned in the houſe of correction; 
and his wiſe, lately ſo rich, was 
obliged to beg her bread. Thus 
have I generally lived to ſee the fall 
of my betrayers; and thus have I 
found that, without indulging per- 
ſonal revenge, virtue and fortitude 
muſt at length triumph over the ca- 
lumniator and the deſpot. 
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- This truth will be further proved! 
hereafter, nor can I behold, unmoved, 
the open ſhame in which my perſe- 
cutors live, and how they tremble 
in my preſence, their wicked deeds 
now being known to the world. 
Nay, monarchs may yet puniſh their. 
perfidy!— Let not, ſo !-—May they 
rather die in poſſeſſion of wealth 
they have torn from me! I only with. 
the pity and reſpect of the virtuous, 
and the wiſe. 1 5 
But, though Auſtria has never re- 
beate the affront committed on the 
perſon of an officer, in its ſervice, {till 
have I a claim on the city of Dant- 
zic, where I was thus treacherouſly 


delivered up, for the effects I there: 


was robbed of, the amount of which 
is between eleven and twelve thou- 
ſand florins. This is a caſe too 
clear to require argument, and the 
publication of this hiſtory will make 
Mat 1. 
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it known to the world. This claim 
alſo, among others, I leave to the 
children of an unfortunate father. 
Enough of digreflion ; let us at- 
tend to the remarkable events which 
happened on this diſmal journey to 
Berlin. I was eſcorted from garriſon 
to garrifon, which were diſtant, from 
each other, 'two, three, or, at moſt, 
five miles: wherever 1 came, I found 
compaſſion. and reſpect. The de- 
tachment of huſſars only attended me 
two days; it conſiſted of twelve men, 
and an officer, who rode with me in 
the carriage. 

The fourth day I 1 
where the Duke: of Wirtemberg, fa- 
ther of the preſent Grand Ducheſs of 
Ruſſia, was commander, and where 
his regiment was in quarters. The 
Puke-converſed with me, was much. 
moved, invited me to dine, and de- 
tained me all the day, where I was 
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not treated as a priſoner. I ſo far 
gained his eſteem that I was allowed 
to remain there the next day: the 
chief perſons of the place were 
aſſembled, and the Dutcheſs, whom 
he had lately married, teſtified every 
mark of pity, and eſteem, I ſtaid din- 


ner with him, alſo, on the third day, 
after which, I departed in an open 


carriage, without eſcorr, attended 
only by a lieutenant of his regiment, 

I muſt relate this event circum» 
ſtantially, for it not only proves the 
juſt and noble character of the 
Duke, but, likewiſe, that there are 
moments in which the brave may 
appear cowards, the clear. ſighted 
blind, and the wiſe fooliſh ; nay, one 
might almoſt be led to conclude, 
from this, that my impriſonment, at 
Magdeburg, was the conſequence 
of predeſtination, ſince I remained 
ene in ſtupor, in * of ſug- 
5 | - geſtions, 
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geſtions, forebodings, and favour- 
able opportunities, Who but muſt 
be aſtoniſhed, having read the daring 
efforts I made at Glatz, at this 
ſtrange inſenſibility now in the very 
criſis of my fate? I, afterward, was 

convinced it was the intention of 
the noble - minded Duke that I 
ſhould eſcape, and that he muſt have 
given particular orders to the ſuc- - 
ceſſive officers. He would, probably, 

have willingly ſubjected himſelf to 
the reprimands of Frederic, if I 
would have taken to flight. The 
Journey, through the places where 
his regiment was ſtationed, continued 
five days, and I every where paſſed 
the evenings in the company of the 
officers, the kindneſs of whom was 
unbounded. I flept in their quar- 
ters without centinel, and travelled 
in their carriages, without other 
guard than a ſingle officer in the 
0 carriage, 
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carriage. In various places the high 
road was not more than two, and 
ſometimes one mile from the fron- 
tier- road, therefore nothing could 
have been eaſier than to have eſcap- 
ed ; yet did the ſame Trenck, who, 
in Glatz, had cut his way through 
thirty men, to obtain his freedom, 
that Trenck, who had- never been 
acquainted with fear, now remain 
four days bewildered, and unable 
to come to any determination. 

In a ſmall garriſon town, I lodg- 
ed in the houſe of a captain of 
cavalry, and continually was treated 
by him with every mark of friend- 
ſhip. - After dinner, he rode at the 
head of his ſquadron to water the 
horſe, unſaddled. I remained alone 
in the houſe, entered the ſtable, ſaw 
three remaining horſes, with ſaddles 
and bridles : in my chamber was a 
ſword, and a pair of piſtols. I had 

1 but 


(335 ) 
but to mount one of the horſes, and 
fly at the oppoſite gate. I medi- 


rated on the project, and almoft 


reſolved to put it in execution, but 
preſently became undetermined, by 
ſome ſecret impulſe. The captain 
returned ſome time after, and ap- 


peared ſurpriſed to find me ſtill there. 


The next day, he accompanied me 
alone in his carriage: we came to 


a foreſt; he ſaw ſome champig- 


nons, ſtopped, aſked me to alight, 


and help him to gather them; he 


frayed more than a hundred paces 
from me, and gave me entire liberty 
to fly; yet, notwithſtanding all this, 
I voluntarily returned, ſuffering 


myſelf to be led, like a yy to the 


ſlaughter. 

I was treated ſo well, and eſcorted 
with ſo much negligence, that I 
fell into a groſs error. Perceiving 
they conveyed me ſtraight to Berlin, 

3 ima- 
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1 imagined the King wiſhed to 
queſtion me, concerning the plan 
formed for the war, which was then 
on the point of breaking out. This 
plan I perfectly knew, the ſecret 
correſpondence of Beſtuchef having 
all paffed through my hands, which 
circumſtance was much better known 
at Berlin than at Vienna. Con- 
firmed in this opinion, and far from 
_ imagining the fate that awaited me, 
I remained irreſofute, infenſible, 
and blind to danger. Alas, how 
ſhort was this hope! How quickly 
was it facceeded by deſpair, when, 
after four days march, I quitted the 
diſtrict under the command of the 
Duke of Wirtemberg, and was deli- 
vered up to the firſt garriſon of in- 
fantry at Coflin! The laſt of the 
Wirtemberg officers, when taking 
leave of me, appeared to be greatly 
affected; and, from this moment, till 
| I came 
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-I came to Berlin, I was put under a 
ſtrong eſcort, and the given orders 
were rigorouſly obſerved. 
Arrived here, I was lodged over 
the grand guard houſe, with two cen- 
tinels in my chamber, and one at the 
door. The King was at Potſdam, 
and here I remained three days; on 
the third, ſome ſtaff officers made 
their appearance, ſeated themſelves 
at a table, and put the following 
queſtions to me: 

Firſt, What was my buſineſs at 
8 I 

Secondly, Whether Iwas . 
ed with M. Goltz, Pruſſian des 
ſador in Ruſſia? | 

Thirdly, Who was concerned ; 

with me in the conſpiracy at Dantzic? 

When perceived their intention, 
by theſe interrogations, I abſolutely 
refuſed to reply, only ſaying I had 
been impriſoned, in the fortreſs of 
Glatz, 
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Glatz, without hearing, or trial, by 
court martial; that, availing myſelf 
of the laws of nature, I had, by my 
own exertions, procured my liberty, 
and that I was now a captain of ca- 
valry in the imperial ſervice; that 
I demanded a legal trial for my firſt 
unknown offence, after which I en- 
gaged to anſwer all interrogatories, 
and. prove my innocence; but that, 
at preſent, being accuſed of new 
crimes, without a hearing concerning 
my former puniſhment, the pro- 
cedure was illegal. I was told they 
had no orders concerning this, and 
remained dumb to all further 
queſtions. 

They wrote, ſome two hours, God 
knows what: a carriage came up; 
I was ſtrictly ſearched, to find whe- 
ther I had any weapons; thirteen or 
fourteen ducats, 'whch I had con- 
cealed, were taken from me, and I 
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was conducted, under a ſtrong eſcort, 
through Spandau to Magdeburg. 
The officer here delivered me up 
to the captain of thi: guard at the 
citadel; the town major came, and 
brought me to the dungeon, ex- 
preſsly prepared for me; a ſmall 
picture of the Counteſs of Beſtuchef, 
ſet with diamonds, which I had kept 
concealed in my boſom, was now 
taken from me; the door was Shuts 
and here was 1 left. 


